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FOREWORD 

The appe,uance of the first of a new series of guides 
to the collections of the Zagreb Archeological Museum 
is an important event. Although the museum 1s one of 
the direct descendants of what was Zagreb\ oldest mu­
seum, the N,ttional Museum founded Ill 1836, publica­
tions of tlm kind have been remarkably rare. One of 
the reasons 1s the fact that during the whole of its 170-
odd years of existence the permanent exhibitions of .111 
different holdings have seldom been open to the pub­
lic. There have been rare examples of what we might 
call »class1c,il« guides to indi\·1dual collect1ons, for exam­
ple that for the Egypti.lll and the Prehistoric collectiom 
111 1979 and 1980. Roth of these were printed for the 
opening of the reconstituted exh1bit1ons but unfortun.1-
tely the series was not extended to include .111 museum 
holdings - CL1ss1cal Ant1qu1ty. the Middle Ages or even 
the highly specific and perh,1ps most demand111g, the 
numismatic collection. 

It 1s not by chance that the present guide to that col­
lection is now being published as the first of a new se­
ries of guidebooks. Nor only has it the largest number 
of individual items but 1t 1s the most important collec­
tion of its kind in Croat1.1, 111deed is among the largest 
and most outstanding .1111ong European and world nu­
mismatic collect10ns. It w,1s first open to the public 111 
1978 in its present striking form, conceived ,111d reali­
zed by Josip L1dm·ic'. At first sight one get\ the impres­
sion th.lt one is entering some k111d of glittering co111 
treasury, and one very import.lilt aspen of the presen­
t.H10n 1~ Lh,u v1s1tors are Jbk to sec both sides of the 
coins which is essential 111 the present.1tion of num1sm.1-
tic material. 

In the mid nineties the entire museum building was 
restored .rnd reorganised ,md with it there was a reallo­
c.uion or the rooms for the (0111 and med.11 collect1ons. 
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Because it was necess,iry to enlarge the entr,rnce fac1li­
tie~ and of the need for ,·,irious install.1t1ons 111 the mez­
zanine .irea the architett 111 <:barge of the whole renova­
tion, Mario Beu~an, was forced to reduce some of the 
exhibition areas. The new exhibition of the nunmma­
tic collection was opened to the public in 1999. l.1rgely 
respecting the previous form of present,nion but with 
cert.un additional elements whih went to the cre,1t1on 
of what we might c.111 .1 new .md colouristic identity. 

The newly presented collection was soon seen to c.111 
for a new catalogue whid1 h,1d been planned as an es­
sential part of the earlier exhibition in which the usu.11 
textual inform.ltion lud not been 111cluded with the 
expettation that tt would be replaced by the pl.rnned 
guide. However it w,1s ncces-..1ry to wait until the new 
form of present,uion was complete before the guide­
book il\elf could be formulated. The long years of work 
ot our '>pecialist numi'>matists Zdenka Duk.it for the 
Greek .md Roman coins and Ivan Mirn1k for the Byzan­
tine, mediaev,11 and later rnins ,md the medal rnllettion 
h.1s llO\\ finally come to fruition 111 a form which we 
.ire -.ure is to the .rnthors' '>at1,faction and the museum's 
honour. Although we speak of a guidebook it in fact 
surpasses the function ot .1 'imple guide and will qu1te 



ainly be u~ed with great profit a~ a reterence book 
ill those who are fascinated by coin collection a~ a 
fos1on, ,1 passion or a hobby. I take tlm opportu-
to th.mk the authors for the book the> h.we produ­
and ,lt the s.1me time th.mk all those who encoura­
and supported the printing of this edition and the 
.viduals whose names appear 111 the introductory pa­
l wish also to thank the Office tor Culture of the 

1 of Zagreb who helped to finance the printing. We 
hope that it will very \OOn be possible to pnnt a se­
of guides of the same k111d to cover the other mu-

11 collections after the pl.mned renewal of tht:ir exh1-
:m .uc.1s h.1s been <:omplctcd. 

Director 
Ante Rend1c-M1ot:ent 
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INTRODUCTION 

This large and valuable collection has a long history. 
It dates from the found.nion of the Cro,1t1an Nation.11 
Mmeum in the first half of the 19'" c. and expanded be­
tween 1828 .md 19 30 parallel to the development of the 
studv of numismatics 111 Croatia. Through the years the 
National Mmeum ha\ changed its name and buildings 
and .1 number of independent departments developed 
as it acquired more and more items of the cultural and 
historical hcrit,1gc. lrs de\'elopmenr was dimnguished 
by an incre.lSingly rich inflow of material including a 
we.11th of old coins from all historical periods. Today's 
numi\m,Hic collection in size and variety of coins is 
one of the ricl1c't 111 the country ,rnd has a considerable 
111tcrn.nion.1l reputation. 

The beg111n111gs of the present collection date from 
the newly founded .. IIJyri.rn .. , or National Re.1ding 
Room .1s p.irt of the »Young Illyrians'" movement led 
by L1udevit G.1j. Their patriotic programme included 
the collection of items of the cultural heritage including 
numismatic and other ,uchaeological material. Over the 
years, perh,1p'> without full realization of the wide scope, 
aims and donatiom, the foundations were laid of to­
day\ l.uge and valuable collection. 

Looking into the archives we find the oldest recorded 
don;ttion to have been: List '!f main(l• rmtiq111ti,-s pr,·sentl'd, 
!t11;r;<'{)' Roman roms. 1830. The donor was Adolf L1den­
h.1uten, .1 pharm.Kist from Kutina (31 coins and a con­
sider.1ble ,1mount ofarchaeologJCal material). A number 
of other meticulously noted donations of corns follow. 
In 18.H Pavao Keremury presented most of hts valu­
,1ble colleuion, bought from the est,lte of the Z,1greb 
bishop Aleksandar Alagovic, 11t! lornpletand11111 t1111pliu.1 
111 d1rs aca1·scm.1 11t1tion11/e nmtmm 11111u11m. A record of 
hundreds of pre~entauons follow: some people left me­
mon.11 m,lten.11, others money to buy museum pieces. 
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A der,111 from 1843, recording more then I OOO coins, 
~hows how quickly the collection grew. An important 
step in an increJsmgly profe~~1onJI JpproJd1 to the col­
lection w.1s m,1de with the purchase 111 1846 m Vienn.1 
of basic book~ Jnd the famous collectton of Leopold 
Welzl '-On Wellenheim. A tirge number of parrioncally 
inclined people ?,ave money to bu] coim for the collec­
t1on: Baron Mete! Ozcgova:, Z.1greb Bishop Jura1 Hau­
lik. Sen1 B1,hop Mirko Ozegonc. the Pnnces Milos and 
M1ha1lo ObrLnovic, Count Franjo Draskov1c. 

At this time the nurmsm,ltil collection \\'JS not a \e­
p.uare entity w1th n tht \1u\cum although 1l increased 
in size much fa\lu th.rn rhe rest of the Jn;haeological 
materiJI. In 184 3 he retired lmperi.11 .rnd Roy.11 nMjor 
Mi1at S.1bljar WJ\ 111 d1arge of rhe collection and m,1y 
be cornic..lered the fir>t qualitied custodi,rn. A new pe-
11od 01 o.pam1on began, especi,1lly in the numismatic 
collection. S.1bl1ar org.111ised a number of \ect1om, ar­
ch.1eolog1cal, numrsm.mc .111d collectron of seah. He Jl­
'>0 compiled the firq profe\>ional 11wentory which i'> 
even today med for ident1tiuuon ot a large number of 
L0111S .md me<hb. It i~ important tli.it for every item he 



noted, when he knew it, he recorded where it origina­
ted. Not only did he expertly organise and enlarge the 
ex1st111g collection, \etting up lim or the donors, but 
he himself donated to it hi' own importJnt collection. 
According to the inventory of 8 May 1855 the collec­
tion contamed no less than 26,000 items and it increa­
sed from year to yeJr. 

SablJ,u was SUlceeded by Professor don Sime Ljubic, 
the first custodi,111 with academic qualificauons gained 
in Vienna where he studied history, ant1qu1t1cs and nu­
mismatics. He continued to expand the collection. His 
greatest contribution was in his writmg: 111 1875 he pub­
lished his still important book Opis1ugo.1/m1msk1h no1·11m 
(A Descnption of South Slavic Coins) and In 1890 pub­
lished an inventory of the Imperial Roman coins entit­
led .Vum1zmnliik11 zbirka od nnj•tariie dnbi do c,1ra Diokle· 
CIJtlllll (Num1sm.1t1c Collection from the E.1rliest Time\ 
to the Fmperor Diocletian). These were in t:1ct the first 
catalogue of the collectton. 

One of the most importJnt years for the collection 
was 1893 when Dr Josip Brunsmid became custodian. 
Like Im predecessor Ljubic, he studied in Vienna (in 
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1882) where his PhD them was entitled Zur Gcsduchte 
der gned11~1chm Colonien in Dalmatim (The I Ii story of the 
Greek Colo111es m Dalmati.1). He first of ,1ll took ,1 iob 
in Vinkovc1, where he was born, and later c.1me to the 
Museum 111 Z.igreb where he remained until he retired 
111 1924. He g.1ve himself over to num1sm,Hics, especi­
ally the period of Classical Antiquity, and specialised 
111 the penod of the Greek colonization in centr.11 Dal­
matia. Thus ,1 part of his V1enn.i PhD thesis, in which 
he paid speoal attention to co111s, published 111 his book 
lmdJr?ftm zmd ,Hzinzm der gricdJ1Schen Stiidte Dt1!mt1/1ms 
(lnscriptiom and Coins of the Greek Cities of D.1J­
mat1a) in 1898, is still the capital work for ~tudy of the 
e.uly history of the region. To get a true idea of the ac­
tivities of this tireless and multifaceted man, one of our 
greatest experts 111 classical arch,1eology and numisma­
tics, especially 111 Greek and Roman. one might bc~t ask 
wh.n he did not do. As soon as he was appointed he 
reorga111sed the com collection and for the whole of his 
working life he devoted to it his great attention and 
love. He approached coins systematically and did all he 
could to fill in gaps in the collection, buying rare coins 



in auctions abroad. He personally drew up an inventory 
of more than 77.000 coins. He recognised the impor­
tance of coin hoards {treasures) for forty of which he 
personally gave a scholarly analysis and published a se­
ries of worb entitled Nekoliko nafafca novaca na skupu 
11 11 rmtskoj i Slm'OfllJI (Several corn hoards from Croatia 
and Slavonia). With his energy, expertise and knowledge 
of living and classical languages he was able to bring 
the collection to notice abroad. Thanks to him leading 

European scholars quoted the material in the Z.igreb 
numism.it1c collection m their catalogues and publica­
tions. In 1899 he presented the museum with his own 
collection largely based on coins from the numismati­
cally rich Vmkovci region. The collection at this time 
had more than 100,000 coins. 

Professor Dr Viktor Hoffiller, another Vienna pupil, 
also made a contribution to the collection. Unlike the 
others he had no particul.ir affinity for numismatics 
though he did not neglect It, contnbuted and enlarged 
it a great deal. In spite of' difficult times he secured the 
collections of two well known collectors one of them, 
Benko Horvat, the founder and first president of the 
Z.igreb (Croatian) Numismatic Society, the other Ric-

"- Du1c Rendic M10<°'.L!v1c 
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hard Schwieger, a well known collec­
tor of ,rnc1ent and modern speci­
mens. Nor did he neglect corn 
hoards. He secured the only then im-

portant hoards of Celtic coins from 
Samobor and of the period of the Ro­

man Empire from Nisb Kamenica and 
Stolac-Tnjebanj. He wrote several times 

about the collection giving .1 realistic evalu.1-
tion of it in a world framework. 

From his time until the beginning of the 
Second World W.u in 1941, Dr Josip Kle­

menc did important work on the collection 
and followed Brunsm1d's work giving special at­

tention to the inventory and particularly to the .rna­
lysis of the coin hoards. Unfortunately as a result of the 
war most of this was left unpublished. 

The two dJrectors of the war period, Dr V. Hoffiller 
and Dr M1rko Seper were both aware of the value of the 
collection and made sure the most precious coins and 
medah were <;tored in a safe place. 

After the war, 111 1945/46 the Archaeological Museum 
had to be moved from the South SlavtC Academv buil­
ding at N1kola Subic Znnsk1 Square 11 to a newly.acqui­
red building, once the Vranyczany-Hafner mansion on 
the same square number 19. An 111surmountable prob­
lem now ,irose. This build111g had no space and no se­
curity arrangements for such a large and valuable collec­
tion. For this reason most of 1t was packed up in paper 
packets. placed in wooden boxes and stored in the un­
derground vaults of a bank 111 Prague Street. Since for 
years tt would not be available and at one point the 1111u­
d1c1ou' idea was discussed of d1stnbut111g it among se­
veral museums. Luckily tlm did not happen, largely ow­
ing the efforts and persistence of the new director of 
the museum Duje Rendic-Mioecvic, member of the Yu­
goslav Academy of Science and Arts, who, as well as be­
ing an archaeological scholar, also had a wide knowl­
edge of numismatics. It was owing to him that after 
twenty years the collection returned to the Archaeologi­
cal Museum, was found separate premises on the 
ground floor and, most important, remained whole. I le 
himself made substantial use of the collection for many 
of his works and arranged tor part of it to be available 
to the public in a permanent numismatic exhibition 
which was opened in May 1978. 

For this prof. Josip Ladovic devised an interesting 
form of exhibition. In a darkened room he had screens 



conmuctcd that rn,1de it possible for both ~ides of the 
coin, obver\e and reverse, to be seen. On entenng the 
viewer freh as if he were going into a treasure house. 
Grc.it expert help was given by lvica Degmedzic' who, 
with her thorough knowledge of the literature, d.1ssi­
c.1l sources and languages contributed much to the 
collection. 

!'he numismatic collection is the only one in the Zag­
reb Arch,1cologK.1I Museum which exceeds the confines 

of ,irchaeological items in that it also covers mediaeval 
and contempor.iry coim. After the 2007 revision of the 
collection, it consisted of278,800 ttems which 111clude: 
metal .rnd paper money, medals, memori.1ls, badges, 
plaques, orders, tokens and iettom, mcludmg duplica­
tes and badly preserved items. Mmt of the coim were 
found on the temtory of Croati.1 e11her smgly or as part 
o( .1 hoard. The collection 1s divided into six groups 
each with its own mventory. 

These are: 

I. Greek coins: coins of .1utonomous Graeco-Roman 
Ciues (earlier known as colo111es) and Celtic coms: 
111\'. 110'! 1-12,398 

2. Coim ot the Roman Republic: 111v. nos 1-2.512 
3. Coins of the Roman Empire: mv. nm 1-40,860 
4. Byzantine coins; mv. nos 1-2.140 
5. Mediev.il and modern, inv. no\ 1-53,739 
b. Centr.11 uwentory book (groups and parcels w11h 

mateflJI sorted by origm .md place found. duplicates, 
less 11Heresting or valuable items, new acquisnions): 
inv. nm 1-2.377. 

It would be d1fticult to say th.ll the collection con­
tams anything of outstanding r.irity or value 111 world 
terms. Its main value lies 111 it as .1 whole. Bur it has so­
me interesting characteristic segments. In tirst place the 
group of Celtic coms, especially those that ongmated 
111 ho,1rds found at Nart.i ,1nd Ribnjack.1 near Biclovar 
and also the so called Croatian group which conta111s 
co111s of three different types profoss1onally known .is 
V,lfazd111, Samobor and Durdevac (all n,1mes of Croa­
tian towns). The Greek-Illynan group 1s also mtercsting 
with coim from the mints of the centr,11 Dalm.it1an 

co,J\t and 1sLrnds. This contains a number of rather r.ue 
ex.1mples, for instance co111s from Korkrrt1 11frlamt1 and 
the Jomm issues. Of particular interest are the many 
hoards from all periods partly described and published. 
Thc\e arc an inexhaustible source of information for 
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solving various and not only numismatic questions. 
The rich collection of coins from the Roman Empire 
and from the cities and states of the South Slavs, Hun­
gary and Venice are also of interest. Finally the collec­
tion boasts of a number of valuable and rare medals 
(Italian Renaissance, Holy Roman Empire, Aust rian, 
Hungarian and Croatian). 

There is a good numismatic library which unfortu­
nately, owing to the fact that the collection was for 
twenty years inaccessible, was not systematically built 
up. Books published in those years were not bought 
and the lack of complete sets of foreign periodicals ,md 
catalogues is a sad loss. Unfortunately this cannot now 
be repaired. 

The 1991-1995 war also had a negative effeu since 
the collection once more had to be packed up and put 
in safety. Finally after a short period of public exhibi­
tion, because of the complete reconstruction of the buil­
ding, it once again became inaccessible to the public. 
Happily, on the eve of the new millennium, it was again 
opened. 

In spite of all disadvantages the collection has con­
stantly been completed and studied. 

EXHIBITION PREMISES 

Case 1 

1. Part of a bronze coin hoard of Italian and African 
coins found in Mazin (GraC:ac, Lika) from 3'd and 2 'd, 
c. BC. 
Like many other hoards of this kind it was diKove­

red accidentally in 1896. It was buried in a cyst of stone 
slabs. Besides various bronze coins it contains several 
fragments of bronze jewellery and other similar items. 
It allows us to follow not only the development of Ro­
man coinage but also the life and habits of the Illyrian 
Japodians and gives us a reminder of the regions and 
countries with which the ancient inhabitants of Lika 
and western Bosnia traded. It is mainly composed of 
aes rude (456 items), aes signarum ( 17), nes grave, asses ( 45 
specimens) and other coins mainly from Carthage 
(505), Egypt (40), Ptolemy VI Philomctor (181-145 BC), 
Ptolemy VIII Euergetes II (about 145-116 BC), and Pto­
lemy X Soter 11 (about 116-80 BC), Numidia - Micipsa 
(148-118 BC) and his brothers Gulussa (148-140 BC) 
and Mastanabal (148-149 BC) also Italian and Roman 
coins (Camptmia, Rome: sextantaric, uncial, and serniun-



cial asses ,rnd q11adm11tel, gmves. sextantc.\ and respectively 
the families: Ante.1tia, Atilia, Aure/111, ClmJ/ll, Cornelia, 
JHarcia, JHt1t1ena. Opimia, Pap1ra, Termtia, Titm1a, Valena. 
all asses). Among other Greek material are coins of Hi­
ero II of Syracuse (3) and Kaphya, J region of Arcadia 
(Capl~}'cle Armdi1ie), with one specimen only. 

The bronze Maz111 hoJrd is the largest and most im­
portant of 1>velve such finds of which some were disco­
vered in the same region. There are 111d1v1dual examples 
of Egyptian and Carthage coins found in Lika which 
was once a Japodic region. These finds have a number 
of simil.uities: they were all Carthage and Numidian 
imports (the ancient trade route Jrom the rna~t to the 
north and inland ran along the Zrmania and Una rivers), 
and sometimes there were also other Egyptian or Greek 
coins (e.g. the Achaean League. M,1cedo111a, Sicily, 
Spam). heavy Italic currency (aes ,i:m;·,'), bars (aes fonna­
tum) and bronze nuggets (aes rude). They c,111 1f needed 

1' Part of the Mazin hoard 
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be broken into small pieces so that 
payment could be made according to 

the value shown by weight, especi.illy 
the Italian heavy bars. Thus they did 
not need to be continually in circula­
tion but the owner could a mas~ trea­
sure, bury it and when he needed 
melt it down to make new jewellery. 
weapons or articles of everyday use. 
With this in mind, and in the hope 
that it might soon be taken out of the 

earth, the Mazin hoard was buried ca­
refully probably in the first half of the 

first century BC at a time when there 
were frequent tribal wars between the)apo­

dians which forced people to bury their va­
luables hoping to take them out when times 

were more favourable. A number of reasons 
are given for why these ho.irds have remained 

preserved: the owner may h,we forgotten exactly 
where they were, he might only have taken out 

as much as he needed on any particular occasion 
or, and most likely, he was killed in the fighting. 

C..i. c 1 

2. In contrast to the Mazin hoard in case I this one is 
an example of a hoard of silver Roman coins and 
shows a different way of burying. The ceramic pot, 
buried in the hope of better times in the village of Pi­
tomaca near Virovitica, contained about 2000 antoni­
niani from the 3" c. Discovered 1966. 

3. Hoard of denarii from I c. BC - 2 c. AD from Satin 
village near Vukovar. About 2000 coins were buried 
in a bronze vessel and discovered in 1909. 



Newer hoards 

4. Kneg1nec. Hrvarsko Zagoqe, s.lVing~ 
box which contamed AustnJn, Bohe­
mian. German and Hungarian coms. 
15 and 16 t., discovered 1896. 

5. Mmovica, Ulan barracks, hoard of 
Ottom.111-Bo~nian copper coins, 17 • 
c., in small clay pitcher, unearthed 
1885. 

6. Valpovo, c!Jy pitcher containing silver 
Dubrovnik, Kotor, Hungarian, Polish and 
Veneu.111 <.:0111~. 15" to early 17 c. 

7. I ipovliant. clay pitcher that cont.11ned sil­
Yer Germ,111 and Hungarian coins, 17 and 
early 18 c .. unearthed 1888. 

8. Cakovec, iron box with silver Aust nan 20 
kreuzer pieces, 18' to 19 h c .. di~covered 
1934. 

1' Jug co1nta1ning a coin 
hoard. Valpovo 

+- Vessel containing a coin hoard. L1povfJani. 
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GREEK COINS 

1. ITALIA, SICILIA 

Italt.1 

l. Gi/t•.1. Gm1p1111iu. Y" 1... BC, AF 
2. l lwia, Cinnpania. 4•1. c BC. AR, di<lrJc.hm 
3. l\!Mpo/1.1, G1mp1mit1, 4'1' c.. RC, AR, didrachm 
4. ·1;1rm11m1, Gi/11/•ru1, 4'1' c. BC, AR, didr.ichm 

(Photogr.lph) 
5. Tarm111m, Ct1!t1lm11. 4'1'-3 J 1... BC. AR, dr.ichm 
6. llm1dft1. L11r11111/1, 3 .i c. BC. AR, didrachm 
7. i\1r111po11/11J11. l.111w1111. 5'1' 1... BC, AR. stater 

(Phmogr.tph) 
X. ,\ frtr1po11tm1l. Lur,111111, 4'" c. BC. AR, stater 
9. Powidrmfll, l.11nw111, 5 .:. BC. AR. st;lter 

10. nJ/lr/1/111, [,!/lilllit1. 3 c. BC. AR. H.uer 
11. Ve!1t1 (H_rdt~. /.11.1111111, 4 c. BC. AR, ~tater 
12. Bru111um. 3 1 

l·. RC. i\E 
13. Ct111/u11111, Bru111:1111, 4 c. BC. AR, stater 
14. ~)'!1t1ri<.. L1m111111. 5" c.. BC, AE, \t,ltcr 
15. l.ocrL Bm11t:1111, 4 -3 i c. BC, AR, \tater 
Jo. Cr1110, Rruf/111111, 5'' c. BC. 1\R, \t,1ter (Phomgraph) 
17. Rcg//(111, Rmf/111111, 5 c. BC. AR, stater 
19. Crvto, Bmllm111, 5 h c. RC, AR, \t,Her 

S 1 r i Ii,, 

18. A,~r~~m/11111, 5 c. BC, AR. ~cater 
20. l-lima11, 5" c. RC, AR. drachm 
21. Gi.·la, 5" <. BC. AR. 5tater 
22. Leo111ini, 5 c BC. AR, tcrradr.Khm 
23. Ltuntwi. 5 c. BC. AR, tctradrachm 
2-1. Mmana (Z.1mlt•). 5'' -4 c.:. BC, AR, \tater 
25. :iyMrnsae. 5"1 '--'I ~' <.:.BC, AR, <leradrachm 
26. S)'mam1c, 3 cBC, AV, gold q,u~r 
27 ~}'rtw1J11c. 4 c. HC. AR. tetr.1dr.Khm 
28. ~)'rtWNll', 4 " BC AR. tctr.ldr<1drn1 
29. St"!i11m, 5 t. BC, AR, 1c1r.ldr.1chm 

r 1E ~c 'B I ARCt- t. 1 (.CAL 

v· 'It 
'.1 •, T 

l , 

23 



24 

if' Tarentum 

Metapontum 

! 
E ,,AGRf 

/li{(lil\[JI l,1Cf•L 
\I J'.>tl "1 
1"1 ~'"51v1P'' 
.OLr T 0' 

61,1['< 

Sybaris 

The territory of lt<ily c.in be divided accord ing to 

the u~e of coins into a number of regions which 
show considerable difference~ <>ver time. It is in­

teresting that the city of Rom.e was am<rng rhe 

last part of Italy to ~tart using metal as a mea­
sure of value in trade and did not begin lo do 
so u11til the end of 4'" c. BC At first they used 
irregular nuggets (<W rude) then rectangular tab­

lets with a mark impressed into rhcm (aes si,gna-
lum) or cast round flam of smaller or bigger deno­

minations (aes wm1t'). Silver coins did not appear 
until 3'J c. BC after the mint had been built on the Capi­

tol consecrated to Juno Moneta (the admoni~her), 
the protector of the monetary sy~tem from whose 
name we get the words monnaie. mon~>" moni!la. 

The ~ituation was difterent in the south of the 

l calian Penimula, in Magnt1 Grawa, an area colo­
nised by the Greeks, who rnlled it their new ho­
meland. There were a large number of reasons for 

m.my Greeks to sail far aero~~ the ~ea and leave 
their homes. Probably the basic reasons were the 

same .ts chey usually are, the great difference between 
rich and poor, increasing need for more living space, 
political oppression by tyrants. All thesr rnised hopes 



ch,n imteaJ the h,1rd lifr of 
their old home they would 
find ~c1:uri1r in .1 new terri­
tory. In the new world they 
found greJt po,,ihilitic' 
for J beuer litC: rich ,1gricul 
turJI land, trJ<ling pcMihili­
t1c~. dden,1ve po,iuon\ etc. 
<\o the utie, of thi, region be-
g.m to mrnt 1he1r own money long 
before the nJtivc inh,1bit,11m did. Very artr,1cti\'e and 
typologicJlly vJried coins were mimed in the different 
cities and some nf them 'bowed 1.h.Hanen~rn.:~ until 
then unknown \vhi<.:h mJde them C:XlCption.11. They pro­
duced thrn silwr wim wilh Jn ohvenc (!rnnl) emblem 
which ,1ppc..ircd on Lhc rcven.e (ba1.k) in the negative 
and WJS minted in the ut1es of M1•/t~pm1/11m (MeTctnovnov. 
no-;. 7. 8). ~\·bt1m (E~~a.p•s. no. 14) nml Crolon (KpoTwv. 

no. 16) 

S1c1ly more th,111 ,my 01her Greek region produced 
beautifu l ,rnd high qu.1 li ry rn1m. ln their .1ppc.ir;mce 
.md perklt workm,1mhip they re.ich the heights of scul­
pture. Jn the 8 .1n<l 7' centuries BC emigr.mts from va­
riuu' p..irt~ ur Grn'LC movcd tu tht· >lwrc' uf thi~ rid1 
Jnd frnile ne\\ t\IJnd Jnd nl.lde their homes there. 
Colom,,1t1on bcgJn with the Ch.iludiJn 
1nhabitJnb 0L\'t1xw (NO.~os) Jbout 
735 Jnd the~ gJ\·e their tic\\ l.wd 
tht· nJme ot their old one. 
They were among the tir\t 10 

mint their own money. A frw 
years later the emigration 
continued Jnd about 729 
BC two mc>1·e c.ille\ were 
founded l.trJlllll!I (AiovTtvot) 
,md Cllllllltl ( KaT6.v17, C111m11). 

Little by little other' f0llowcd. 
Doric colon1\CI'' founded Syracmc 
(EupaKovom, ,'l11mrnslll') in 733 BC whid1, 
tl1Jnb to 11\ eXLellcnt prn.llion. fertile land ,md well pro­
tencd harbour nuhlnpped al l 1h..: ochen. As .1 result of 
poli1ic.1I \trength ,rnJ crn1h1mil pro,pcnty it became 
the tent re of .ut,, scierKC'>, philo~ophv. poetry .md con­
~truuiun of m.11m e<litic.e,, rhe umrr.1\ potm of chc 1~­
land. Here . .ibout 4t\O BC. during the reign of tyrant 
Gdon. who V.J\ u:lebr.1t111g Jij, v1uory ,1t CID'/Jltm over 
C.1nh,1gc. one ol the lllO\t f.tmom toim \\'d\ minced: 
the d•111,1rrlt'lo11 (detadrJchm). It wa' named Jfter Ge­
lon's wife Demarctei,1 .1s .1 \tgn ot gr.nefulness for her 

'f' Croto 

1' Agngentum 
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care for prisoner~. T n contrast to Lhis type, with certain 
arch~iic characteristic, later Syracusan type - one could 
almost say it wa~ med for mo5t rni ns - had on the ob­
verse the head of rhe nymph Arethusa-Anemis surroun­
ded by dolphim .m<l on the reverse a qt1t1dr(~a (four­
horse ch.mot), crowned with a tmrel wre<Jth by the 
godde~s Nike (no. 25 dec.1drnchm, nos. 27, 28). Money 
from Sicily w,1s mimed in all kinds of metal: electrum, 
gold, silver and bronze and the dies were made by selec­
ted engrnvers who sometimes after 5 t.. BC left rheir sig­
natures anc.l names, for example Pmklrs (IIPOK/J.HEJ, 
Kimo1i (KIMQN), Eu1tineto.1 (EY AINETOE}. 



2. MACEDONIA, THRACE, PAEONIA 

IVLlccdon1.1 
I. P;in~,1e.111 d1,trtcl, 1\'Mpofis. 5" c. BC. AR. \tater 
2. Z,11el io1. 5' c. BC, AR. mtcr 
1 f\111y111,1s lII .. 389-383 BC. AR. mter 
4. Ph1lippus II, 359-336 BC. AV, stJtl:r 

(Photogr,1ph) 
5. Phdippus 11. 359-336 BC, AR. tdr.1dr,1chm 
6. Alcx.ll1der lll (\1agnus). 336-323 BC. AV. stater 
7. Alexander III, 336-323 BC. AR, tecradr.ichm, 

(Phot0)'.:r.1ph) 
8. Demerriu\ Poliorceres. 306-28.~ BC •. l\R. 

tetr.1dr.Khm 
9. Demctnu~ Poliorcetes, J06-2lB HC , AR, 

tetr,1drachm 
lO. Antigonus Gonatas, 277-239 BC, AR. 

tet1adr,1chm 
11. Philippm Y. 220-179 BC. AR, stater 
12. Pemus, 178 168 BC, AR. tetradr.1chm 
13. //ct1>11/>m, S'" c. BC, AR, cetradrachm 
14. Amphipo!t:., 4 c. BC, AR. tetradrJchm 
15. Macedonia under Rome. 2 i c. RC. AR. 

tetr.1dr.1chm 

Tbr.1c1a 

16. /Jbdm1, 5'' c BC, AR, tctradrachm 
17. / lf!tltm, 4'i. c. BC. AR stater 
I R / Imus. 5 c: BC. AR, cecradrad1m 
19. Amu•, 5'" l BC. AR. tetradrachm (PhotogrJph) 
21. illdmn<'ll . . f !. c. BC. AR. stater 
22. i\/t1m11<'t1, 2 c BC. AR. tt:tradr.1du11 
20. Bra1111imn, 4 -3 c. BC. AR, tctradtJl.hm 
23. 1.y~im.Khu,, 323-281 BC, AR. tetradcKhm, 

(Photograph) 
24. 171,1m\ 5'h c. BC, AR, stater 
25. Tht1m.1, 2"1 c. BC, AR, re!radrac:hm 
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1' Philippus II 

~ f•Je:.,ander 11 

28 I 
I I r 

P.1coniJ 

2h. I ycce1m. 359-3-10 BC, AR. tetraur.1chm 
27. P.11 r.1u,, 340-3 I 5 BC. AR. telr.1d 1.1~hm 
28. Audolcon, 315-286 BC, AR. tetr.1dr.1chm 

(Phmogr.q1h) 
29. Audokon, 315-286 BC. AR. tetr,1d1,1chm 

'(he Kingdom ot Macedon i\ indebted to its lirst 
rulc1, Alcx.111dt'r I (.1bout 4Q5-450 BC) for the pohm.al 
~u(-ce\\ which made 1t one of the out\t.rndmg kingdoms 
ot it, time. But after his de.ith the economic situation 
deterior.ne<l unril rhc reign of Philip !I (<l>t>..mno>. 
359-.Bb BC). Under h1' clMnged poliq· M.JCt:<lon expe­
rien1.ed .1 renat\\ance. The new prmpent~ culminated 
in the rc1g11 of Philip's son Akundt:r Ill. (.i4U~avSpos-. 
known .1~ Alex,mder the Great or Alex.mder of M,Ke­
don), during whose reign Macedon re.Khed i1s greatest 
\ize in it' history. 

Phihp 11 torb.1de the Greek cities in hi~ re..11111 to mint 
their own moner and after he h.H.I nmqucred O(rnthos 
in 348 BC he put a large amount oiAtllc st,md.ml gold 
1.oin' in orcula11on .md p.uallel with thi,, for ernnomJC 
.rnJ p<lli1i,.il rt:.i>on>. mimed ~ih-e1 <..0111'>, mJinly t<.:trad­

r.1d1m\, .11 the lotJ! standard. They 111cluded 1falm 

known ,1\ »phi!tiy•eoiui« which were famous .ill over lhe 
.tnl 1ent world. The obver~e of these 11,11,·1s bon: the head 
or Apolll1 while rhe tetradr.ichm bore dw of Zeus and 
Lhc 1cvcN: ot borh was a chariot with two horses pro­
b,1bly .lll allu,ion to Phili p\ hor~c~ .ll the Olympic 
G.unc' (nm. 4, 5). The Macedonian king> long he~itJ­
ted to 'how their own head~ on rnin~. hue it j., possible 

to m.1ke out the phy,1ognomy ol the ruler in rhe head 
of the g.od. The head ofZem i5 Litkcn to ,how Philip n. 
Unlike lrn father, Alexander the Grc•ll who pi.iced on 
the ~talc r tht' he:id of the god<les\ Athcn.1 ( 110. 6) wlule 
the;: lc.'tr.1dr.11.hm be.1rs the likencs~ or I lcr.l(lc~ wlm h IS 



pt'rh.1p' Alex.rn<ler·s own portr.lll. On the rcwne are 
Nike and /eu' enthroned and the 11.1111t' .rnd monogrJm 
ol 1 he k 1 ng. He differed from Im t,1thcr in Jn other way. 
Ali.:x.rnder minted his money .i.ccording 10 rhe Attic slan· 
d.1rd (nos. 6, 7). The LetrJdr.tch1m ot bmh father and 
son were the mo\t 1m1tJted coim of Cl.is~ilJI Anuqutty, 
wl11lh shmn how stable their value wa' The\' were !Jr­
gcly copied by the Celtic tribe~ Jll over rhe Balkans but 
.11\o other b.ubanan peoples througlmut the .111cienr 
world. Their ex.1mple in minting \\ ,I\ rnp1ed by the ot­
her MJCedonian kings until the \t'rnnd <:.,more preci­
,cly until 148 BC when MKedon came under Roman 
ruk (no. 15) .111d bec.ime J Rom.m p1ov1ncc. After the 
de.11 h ot Alexander the Gre.il in 323 BC I he huge Hel­
letmtlc kingdom w.1s divided among lrn generals. M.1-
cedon together with Greece .rnd the Acgei.111 islands 
were L,tken by Cass,1nder, Thr.tu: by f.y~inuchus, Asia 
'vl11101 br Ant1gonos. Syria, the e.1\te111 p.1m bv Seleu­
co\ .md Egypl by Ptolemy. EJch of rime founded their 
own dyn.1,1y .rnd minted their own coin.1gc. 

The cicie' of Tiirace were already minting their own 
rnim in u l. BC (Afldm1, "A{3Srypa, no' I u, 17). Monts 
on both obverse Jnd rever\e ~how th, cult of the wme 
god D1onyrns (Mamn1Yt, Ma.ptiiv£1a., no,. 21, 22 and Tht1-
.1m. $cfoo>, no. 25) and the mytholog1t.1I love b.11rlc of 

E- Macedon under 
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a Centaur (a mythological creature with head, che~t and 
arms of a man and the rest of a horse) and a nymph 
(Thasus no. 24) was popular. The beauty of the coins of 
Aenus (Alvo,, no~. 18, 19), with an auraclive admixture 
of archaic style, can be ~een as early as the second half 
of 5'" c. BC. The head of Hermes. at first in profile and 
from about 400 - in keeping with the custom of the 
day - front-face can be compared with some of the best 
work of Greek sculpture. 

Lys11n<1chus' (ilualµ.axos, fr~>m 305 BC the king of 
Thrace) corns are among the masterpieces of the Helle­
nistic period . Before thar the ruler was one of the per­
sonal bodyguard of Alex~rndcr the Gre.1t who, after 
Alexander's death, managed Lo get possession ofThrace 
which he developed into .i powerful centre. But he min-



ted mml of hi~ mm\ in A,i,1 in 1he ~ryle of the Mace­
donian ruler .rnd olwer'c ,Jiowed a deified i\lexander 
with a diJdem .md Lhc r,1111\ horn ofZeu~ Amon (no. 
23), Lhe reverse showing Im name. The l.1st ot the Thr<1-
c1an kmgs w.1~ Rho1rnct.1lkc, llT who ruled dun ng rhe 
time ot Caligul.1 (Ga111J) from 37-46 AD, minted in 
bronze with his bu~t obver~c .rnd the hc.1d of' Caligula 
reverse 111 true Rom.111 style. 

In the turbulent period .1ftcr the tkath of the M.:ice­
dom.in king Perd1cr.1\ Ill (flfp0{1C1cas-) his neighbour 
ing country P.1eo111,1 (flatovla) broke .1w.iy from Mace­
don. The11 1-.ine,' bce,111"1tl1 Ly<..,11m (A~KQ<OS'. 359- 340 

BC) who minted his own silver money with his name 
on the rever\e (no. 26). Then tollowcd rwo of the best 
known. Parr.1os (flaTpaoS'. no. 27) and Audoleon 
('AuooMwv. nm. 28. 2<l) 

+- Pat:-aus 

+- Audoleon 

+- Lys mach1..s 
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3. THESSALIA, EPIRUS, ACARNANIA, 
AETOLIA, LOCRIS, PHOCIS 

Thessalia 

l. Lamia, 4•h t. BC, AR. drachm 
2. Lt1rissa. -l'1' c BC, AR. drnchm 
3. Lan'ssa, 5"' c. BC, AR, drachm 
4. Ltuissa, 4"' c. BC, AR, dr,1chm (PhotogrJph) 
5. Lam1~1 (Mt1!1<'7Isr>), 4'" BC L, AR, ha_l( drachm 
6. Pht1!mw11, 4'" L . BC. AR. drachm 
7. P/1msalus. 4'" c. BC, AR. half dr,1chm 
R. Thessalian league, 2'' 1 c. BC, AR .. <lrachm 
9. Thcs,ili,m le.igue, 2°" c. BC AR, double victon,1tus 

Ep1rus 

10. Pyrrhus, 295-272 BC. AE 
l I. Amlmtart. 3' c. BC, AR. stater 
12. Epirote Republic, J'"-2'' <... BC. AR, drachm 
13. Ctmyra. 5•b_4o1, c BC. AR. seater (Photograph) 
14. Cor~vm, 4'' c. BC, AR. drachm 

Acarnan1.1 

LS. A1gos Arnphilochwan, 4' '-3'J c. BC, AR, seater 
16. Lt'tfm.~ 4' -3' c. BC AR, ~tJter 
17. lcua1s. 2'"1 c. BC, AR. didrachm 

Aetol ia 

J 8. Aetoba, 3"i-2"J c. BC. AR, tetradrachrn 
19. /foolia, 3M c. BC, AR. type of gold half ~ta£Cr 

(Photograph) 

Locri s 

20. Optmtii (Opus). 4' c. BC, AR, stater (Phmor,raph) 
21. As no. 20, AR, hemidrachm 

Phocis 

22. DelplJ1, 5'" c. BC. AR, triobol 
23. A~ nu. 22, AR, obol 



The~s.1ly (Tbi:ssalza. eEQQClALa) \\'.\~ J rich plain enclo­
sed on all sides by lHgh mount,1im .md watered by the 
Pcne1m River and Jt<; tributaries. It coo was wown with 
myth' an<l legends. whKh like 1ts ferttle <;oil had a great 
111tluente on it<; coim that \\ere m,1de with the highe<;t 
qu.1lity workm.mship. As Herodotus report<;, Pose1don 
lent hi~ power to the fertility of The<;<;.1ly and therefore 
he w,1, one of the mo~t revered god<; there. A ritual bat­
tle or 1hc bulls was held in his honour and this was 
shown on coin, in the making of whid1 their engravers 
were require<l to ,how perfect craftsm,1nsh1p. Anor11er 
common rheme was the beautiful lhe~salian horse 
whkh p.mured on the nchly watered ,rnd fertile mea­
dows (nos. 2. 3) Noe all coim were produced to the 
same high le\·el ot workmanship. Thi, w,1s 1101 became 
ol .my dc:cre.1se m prospenty but ow111g to the mterfe· 
rente of the Macedonian Kmgdom of Philip II who put 
.111 end to tht' is\ue of Thcssali.rn co1m. Only ,1 few ci­
ties man,1~i:d to withst,rnd his pre~\un: and rnminue to 
minl their own money. Hav111g founded the Thessalic.: 
Le,1gue. from 2'" c. BC. they issued their own money m 
Rom.in denominations with the figure\ of Zeus and At­
hen,1 I tol1t.l (the town Of vfrw11 lle,1r f.<lrt\\tl) on the ob­
\'Crse and re\'i:T)e. 

l..1Tm,1 is outstanding among the m.rny ciue' ofThes­
\Jly for rhc early appearance and bc,rnty of' its coins 
(Aaptuaa, nos. 3, 4). The famou\ The,~.1han hor~e appea­
l'\ in the: c.irlicst emissiom of -l c. BC and ohverse pla­
(C I\ given to the nymph Laris\,1. Thl t:ngr.wing of the 
nymph w.1~ modelled on tll<lt of 1he famous Arethu~a 
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of Syr,u:u~e, ,1t first in profile ,md 1.iter, .md much bet­
ter known, full-face. 

Ep1rm ("H1mpos), the most norrherly part of Greece, 
was rhe IJ~t among Greek regions 111 cultural dt'velop­
mcm which is reflected in rts coins. About 400 BC sil 
ver coins or small denominations appeared parallel with 
bronze one~. or the small number of kings who i'sued 
their own money the best known 1s Pyrrhu~ (J1vppos, 
295-272 BC, no. 10). During 111' mgn he went to the 
assistance ot the Greek towns of south I taJy and Sicily, 
which is where he minted most of his money .1s can be· 
seen 111 1ts style .md rypology. From the form,ttion or 
the Epirus Democratic Union in J·' c. BC, corns wnh 
rhe fi~ure of Zeus ofDodo11C1 (Llw8w•n7) were minted, na­
med .ifrer the sanctm1ry dedicated to Zeus, situated 111 

rhe very cemre of Epirus, known from the time of Ho­
mer (no. 12) 

fhe island ofCortU (Ln1'(J'l'l'l, K6p1wpa) was for a short 
time a colony of Corinth but later broke all ties with 
ir~ founding city. and by the end of 5' c. BC (nos. 13, 
14) 11 wa~ minting its own char,1cteristic silver coins. 
They show ,1 cow suckling her calf which is one of the 
most attractive among Greek coins 50 th,n some ciries 
used tl as an emblem. 

In 4' ' c. BCAc.trnania ('AKapvavla) m[ntcd silver coi­

ns moddkd on t ho~e of Corinth showing the he,1d (>f 

Athena and rhe winged hone Pegasus (llrfyaaos, no.s. 
15, 16). Thi~ was one of the mO'>t common emblems of 



the whok region aml only various monogra1m (in this 
case AK) ,hO\\ when.: they were mimed. Their weight 
\l'J!> ba~ed on rhc Corinthi.m monet.1ry sy,tem. 

In 2 Jc BC La1ra.1 (11£111<6.>) w,1, one nfthe mo'l im­
portant liric~ on the island of the ~ame n.1mc nn the 
west co.M ot this district. In the preceding period the 
cme" ol 1he Acarnani.m League .1lli.mce with the help 
ot Rome seceded trom 1t Jnd like Corfu. rct.uned their 
a mono my .is a Ro111;111 protector.He. At that t imc d1cy 
mued didrachms with the name of the magl,tr.itc: on 
the rewr,c. They were coined acuirding to the Amc '>tan­
dard (no 17). 

There is no trace of their own money being 1 ~.,ued in 
AetoliJ (AiTwAla) before the time of Alex,111der the 
Great. The tir\r attempt\ emerged in 3 c. BC ,bowing 
che heJd ot Hcracb modelled on the coins of Alexan­
der the Gre~ll and with .1 per~on1fication of the region 
JS a reminder of the personific.nion \tJtue of Aerolia 
in Ddphi. Thi~ ~tatue w.1s J mark of gr.1tefolness of the 
At'toli.1m ior victon· over the Gaub (no. 18). Beside~ 
these i~~ucs, the likene,i; of Aetolus (AhwAos-), lrom 
whom Actoli<l took it~ name. i~ also found in the form 
of a warrior with a white Macedonian cap (1<auala) as 
worn hy s,11lors on hi~ head (no 19) 

The eastern part ol°I onis (Ao1<p{S"), often l~.1Ikd Lucri 
Opu111ii .1!ier the main tit) OpRs ('OTToiiS") in the Euboean 
bay diftcr' trom the we,tern part. In 4 c. BC money 
wa~ minted here according to tht Aeginetic \tand.ud. 
It be.m. thL Aiax ot I.01.11, reverse .1nJ the he.id of .1 god­
des~, sonH.: ~.1y Perscphone, obverse. modelled on Euai­
netoo;' Arcthuse on the 5) rarnsc dcLJJr,1chm (no,. 20. 
11) 

The cc>1m of Phou\ (<l>o1<l>), the best known n:g1011 
bemg IJdphi (LJE>..efio() with 1.~ famous slirine to Apollo 
daring from the mtd-6' c. BC (nos. 22. 23). were mostly 
small ,·alue emissions: tnobols, tnhemiobols. oboh. he­
mioboh (the obol is 1.1ne frxth nf a drachm) .rnd ,1re in 

the Aeg111eric st.111d.1rd. They bt>:ir the he.id of a bull 
(side and lull-face). shc(.'p, dolplun. ,111d later a deity (e.g. 
Apollo. Demetra etc) 

• 
• 1' Opuntu 

• 

1' De1ph1 
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Gl.llt:of 

4. BOEOTIA, ATTICA, CORINTHUS, 
PELOPONNESUS, CRETA 

Bocot ia 

1. Haliartus. 6'''-5'" c. BC. AR, stater 
2. Bocolia, 4'" c. BC. AR, stater (Photograph). 
3. Boroti11, 2"" c. BC., AR, drachm 
4. Chalris, Eubom, 2'"' c. BC. AR. didrachm 

Attica 

5. Athm1H. 6'1>_5•~· c. BC, Al\, tetradrachm 
(l'hotograph) 

6. As no. 5 
7. As no. 5. <lrachm 
8. Athmae, 2" c. BC, AR, tetradraLhm (Photograph) 
9, A~ no. 8 

10. Athenm:, 4"'-3'"1 c. BC, AE 
11. As no. 8, drachm 
12. Ai:iina. 6'1'-5'' c. BC, AR, mi1cr (Photograph) 
13. fu no. 12 

Corinth us 

14. Corinthus. 5'''-4'h c. BC, AR, stater 
15. 1\s no. 14 
16. As no. 14, tetrobol 

Peloponnesus 

17. Si~-yon, 4'1' c BC. AR. drachm 
18. Siqon, 4"' l. BC. AR. stater 
19. Achaean League, 4'" c. BC, AR, drachm 
20. Eli.1, 4' c. BC, hemidrachm 
21. Argos. 4"'-3'4 L BC, hemidrachm 

Crete 

22. Crzuss11s, 4'1' c. BC, AR, mter (Photograph) 
21 />htus1us, 4'" c. BC, AR, stater 



+- Haliartus 

+- Boeona 

in Boeoti,1 (BoiwTla) as m Phocis minting coim be­
gan very early. 111 6 1

" century BC, and they are among 
the earliest in the Greek world. like most cities of 1he 
rt:g1on the coin type showed a nation,11 shield on Lhe 
obverse. These shields were oval with two openings on 
the sides (no. 1 ). On the reverse the coins at first had 
an rnc1sed rectangle (quadra/um inruJlfm). In shape, wei­
ght and impressed revero;e they were similar to the early 
Aeginerian oval coim showing the tortoise. Later besi­
des the shield various other symbols were shown. For 
example amphora (no. 2). k.antharos (goblet with two 
handles). Herndes etc. 

1' =3oeona 

+- Chak1s 

On the island o(Euhoe11 (E~{Jota). coins with various 
syrnbob were minted in a number of cities, one of them 
being Clwlos (X a"AKl>). This example (no. 4) from 2' 1 c. 
BC 1s one type wirh ..i woman's head .rnd the frequently 
kmnd eagle carrying a sm1ke in its be.1k (no. 4 ). 
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-+ Athenae 

1' Athe ,ae 

-+ Amenae 

I I <I 

In minting money the synonym for Attica ('ATn1erf) 
W;l~ the city or Athem Vlthmae. 'A8i)vm} who~e coins by 

6' '-· BC were the best known ,rnd most populur 
and one may freeh· say. international. The~e 

coim. with the head of 1be city goddess /\then<l 
on the obverse .md with an owl on the rever~c 
are gen.:rally considered as the most beauu(ul 
ones. The earliest lctr,1drachms of this type. a~ 
alre.1dy melllioned, w,1s first minted in the la~t 

decades of 611 c. BC. The head of Athena and 
the owl chosen by herself, which wa~ the Athenian 

symbol. were immortalised in mnumerable coins, JS 

the centuries passed. They were on whnle 'erie~ of v.~­
rious denom1nat1on> fr~im decadrachms to semiobols. 
Sometimes, though very rarely. the owl was on the re­
verse of the decadr,Khm. facing and with outspread 
wings. Tbe helmet of the goddes~ bears il l.iurd wre,uh, 

which suggests that they were probably mmtcd aiter 490 
BC in honour of the deteat of the Pcnians ut J\lfumthcm. 
l·ollawmg lhc political di;,order of the rhird c. <u1d the 
first Roman conque~ts ov<::r Macedon in 196 BC ;i Luge 
amount of coins W.lS minted 111 Athens. They were 1110~­
th- tetr:idr.1ch1m with the s<1me emblems bur different 
111 .ippe.:ir,mcc. i.e. J new type differing from the cl.is\1-



c.11. On the obn~rn: they had the hc.1d of Phtd1a' · Arhe­
n.1 Parthenos (flap8ivo;) and re\'er\C .in owl st.rnding 
on .rn :11nplwr.1 wnhrn l l.mrel wreath. The n.1me of the 
m.1g1-;tr.ue .md \'Jnom .,rmboh m.1ke ll pos~iblc rod He 
emi"10n' (110'>. 8. Q, 11 ). Al th1' time, .l, well J\ qlver 
rnill\. \m.111 bronze corns were minted (no. IOJ which 
were ll'>ed loc.1Hy. Gold coin< beg:in .11 the end o( 5 hand 
in 4 1' l. BC with the same emblem~. 

Very prob.1bly some of the olcle\l Greek rnim came 
from the j,l.1nd of Aegma (Arytva) .1nd wcrt minted c. 
600 BC. The tirst Aeginean stJtcr< look like thick. flat­
tened met.ii nugger' and larry J \ymbol showing the 
maritime power of rhe 1slaml - the turtle on the obver­
•e ,1 nd .1 n tn< ""d 1f1Mdr.1tum 111cu<um on 1 lw rt·ver'e ( 110., . 

12. 13). Their emis~ion wa1> interrupted by A1hc111.111 oc.:­
cup.Hion of the isLrnd in 456 BC It rt')!.,1inrd its freedom 
;ll the 1.:nd ofrhe {.. ,ind tried to rcg.1111 its n.1v,1I ~upre-
111<1<..Y ,11'0. But th i\ W<lS a vain hopl· .ind the pl.tlC of the 
~1.:.1 tu rtk w.h 1;.iken by a land tonot~l. The rc\•ersc 1/11ttd 
r<1/u111 111m.111111 rcnuined with Jd<llltonJI kttering . 

• 
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Sicyon • 

.., Acha1an league 

Horses, especially PegJsus, were the characteristic of 
Corinthian (Kop1v80>) coins. an allusion to the myth of 
Bellerophon who wa~ particu larly revereu. The reverse 
shows the head of Athen.i with a Corinthi<m helmet 
which distinguishes them from those of Athens (nos. 
14, I 5, 16). One feels here that the Doric style wa~ beco­
ming softer under Attic - Ionic influence which may 
be seen rdat ively early in v.uiom symbols. Many Corin­
thian colonies <lild many wwm of soud1crn Italy have 
similar coins. The only d ifference is in Lhe names desig­
nated by one or more letters. Pcgasus dominated in mo­
netary exchange of these regions durjng the extension 
of Corinthian trade towards the west. 

Sixty of the Pelopponesian cities mlnlcd their money 
besides the mJin city of Corinth, ma.inly in the Doril 
style. Some minted it for ,1 cemury, some a very ~hort 
time, some only temporanly and some only during chi! 
Rom.in occup<nion. Better known .unong coim .ire 
those from Sil)'rm (I:t1<vw11, nos. 17. 18) p;in of the Ac­
h,lean Le.\gue (no. 19) and El.is ("H~, no. 20). The last 
o( these was ouN.mding for its coins with issues beari­
ng the tempb of Hera and Zeu~ in Lhe panhdknic ~.in­
i.:tuary <.lf O{)'lnpia during the Olympic games. These 
coin.> were associated wilh the leading deities: the e;1gle 
of Olympian Zeus, Her<l hendf, Zeus with winged 
lightning ;ind many other mythic<tl emblems. Among 
them are great works of art. all unfortunately unsigned. 



Fir-,t rnim from Cwe (Kpr/T7J) date from mid 5 --l 
r. BC and rnim ol it~ c1tu.:~ too bear mytholog1cal em­
blen1'. The e.irlv im1e~ from the upital ciry Cnus(1)us 
(C11wm.1, Kvwc(a)os-) \how tlw terrible Minotaur with 
the body nr J man and the he.id or J bull with the la­
byrinth Oil the reverse. In hiter lOl11~ the bbyrinth re­
maim but the MincH~1ur is replaced by Hera (no. 22). 
In Phal'(fus (cPaicTT6s-) we an.• reminded of Hcraclcs' des­
truction of the Lernac.rn hvdr.i, rhe \even or nine hea­
ded serpent (no. 23). Hcr;ll.lc~ w,.h p.1rt1LUlarly reYered 
here as he w.1~ the father of Ph11tslt1.1 atter whom the city 
wa~ c.11led. 

~ Cnosus 
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5. ASIA, BOSPORUS - IONIA, CARIA 

1. flhanagorw. Bosporus, 3'" c. BC, AR, hemidrachm 
L Ami.ms. PonliH, -I'" c. BC. drachm 
3. M1thradate~ VI Eupalor. 120-63 BC. AR, 

tetrad r.Kh m 
4. Smopa. Paph!agonut, -I'" c. BC, AR, drnchm 
5. C:alchcdon, Biil7J>n.ut, 4 c. BC. AR, \tater 
6. Pngmnum, J11vsin. 2"" \.. BC, AR. c.:i~tophor 
7. Mvrma., Aeo/is. r' c. BC, AR. red. tetradrachm 
8. l!'.dJOs, 5' c. BC. AR, staler 

Loni a 

9. C/,aomemlf • .5 ' c. BC, AR. ~tater 
10. Colophon. 4'1' c. BC, AR. drachm 
l 1. fphmrs, 4' L. BC, AR, tetradrachm (PbolOgraph) 
12. f.phm.rs, 2'"1 c. BC. AR. cistophor 
13. F.0·1/mu, 4'" c. BC. AR. dracbm 
14. Milflus. 4'" c. BC, AR, (Photograph) 
15. fo,.1, S"· L. BC, AR. tnhemiobol 
16. Chios, 5'h L. BC. AR. ~tater (Photograph) 
17. 2i{tmos, 5"' c. BC. AR. tetrobol 

18. Mausolm. 377-353 c. BC. AR, d1drachm 
19. Cnidus. S c. BC, AR. dr.~chm 
20. C111dt1s, 2' '' c. BC, AR 
21. Cm. 2 ·; c. BC. AR. dracbm 
22. G1s, 2"'- 1., <... BC, AR, tetrobol 
23. Rhodm. 4,;, c. BC. AR, didrachm (Photograph) 



rhe geugTJphical rouk between Gm.'lc' ,111d 1hia goc' 
,1lrm, the JreJ nf Bmporou~ (B6cnropo!>). Pontus 
1n6vroS'). PJphlagoni,1 (na</>Aayovfu), R11hyni.1 (Bi8uvlc.) . 

. rnd My:.1a (Mvala) where corns \\t'1e 111i111ed in :.ome 
10\\11\ and district\ (nos. 1-8). 

In some place\ H1<..h ,h Rithynia there w.1' vc1y little 
comagc, while 111 others there is much ,111J well known . 
.Some citte' continued 10 mmc money under Roman 
rule .md est.lblishe<l wdl-known mini\ wtth .1 long tra­
dition until late in the RomJn Empire. for ex.implc Xi-
10111t'd111, C)'Z1rn.1. 

Another feature o( \Oll1e Middle EJ\tern mnHS WJ\ 

ih.11 ther minted \iln:r toins known as o.1fO{'hori, the 
11.1 me coming from the obverse, with a <}'J/17 mi•stim 
(mystil baskets u~cd in \ome cults. especially tho\e rnn· 
nc~teJ with Bacchus) while the revcr'e l1.1d two sn.ikes 
twined inco a ~p1ral. They beg.m co be nunced in 2"' c. 
BC with J Yalue of 3 dr.Khms, .md were produced in 
frry,1111111/Jl (nipyaµ,ov. no. b), Eph<'.IU\ rE~EOO). no. 12) 
,rnd \Ol11e other towm ,rnd also found on Crete. They 
~ontint1t:!d to bt mimed during the Rom.111 Empire: 
dnwn to the time of I l.1Jrian, then there ~.1, ,1 short 
p.rnse Jnd the\· re-cmerg.cd in the reign of S.:ptimius 
Sc\·erm. 

horn 1\siJ Minor down to Egypt only mc.:tah of am­
pk purity were U~l'd for p.1ymcnl\ Jnd lOins in the strict 

+- Eph"SUS 

-t Colophon 
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• 
t M1!etus 

• 
• 

-+ Ch1us 

st:me, tiN .1ppc.ued in Lydia (AvSfo) 111 mid-7 c. BC 
In k)ni,1 ('Jwvfo). in the foundatiom of tht• temple of 
Anenm in Epl•<'SI/.\ pieces ofckcrrum of dctlnt•d weight 
were found th.11 had been pt1ccd .i- ,1 voun· offrnng. 
They <m d,lted. like the rest of the fintk e.Hlicr th<lll 
600 BC Among them were ~pecimcn.\ w11 h grooves on 
one \Itk· tl1Jt lJll be considered the tirn ex.11nple of an· 
t.:ienl money. The lonians very \UCCe\\lully u\ecl Lydian 
idcJ'> for the symbols as decoration on co1m. 

Bui in the earlr em1ss1ons, n is nor so c.1\y to deter· 
mine porn1vcly which symbol, reprcst:nted whith pr1/i..< 
( .. 6..\is- - LllY·'ltJte). For example not ever)' $/lllt'r bearing. 
.1 lton c.1me fr(lm Milerw (Mt..\TJTOS', no 1-1) Jlthough that 
town mcd them to J. great extent But \Orne \}'rnbols 
were rnnst.Hll. Thus Clazommat' (K>.a,oµivai') for cen­
turies u,ecJ the wmged boar (no. 9), Ephc\ll\, with the 
well known and already mentioned temple of Artemis. 
used her .ittnbutes - a bee an<l a deer (no. 11). which 
c.1me in c,1rlr cm1\s1om Jnd in 3"1 l BC bore obYerq': 
rhc he.id o( thJt goddess. Culuphon (Ko>.ot/>wv) bore ob­
ver\e rhc head of Apollo and reverse h1' cirhJra (no. 10) 
etL. 

t Clazomenae 

Two loni.1n i\lands, Chios (Xlos-) and S.1mo' (1.'afLos-) 
.11,0 minted their own coins. ThJt <>f Cl11os had J 

sphinx (hunun he,KI on a lion's bodv) obvcN.' with .in 
.1mphora 'ymboli,ing the D1onisian rnh (no. 16), and 
"i.111H)'> the goddess Her3 (one of the rnmt beautiful 
s1xrh-t BC 'iculpturcs of the goddc\\ Hcr.1 ume from 
1h,11 t\l,rnd .md is today in the l.ouvrl:). S,1mo,. which 
w.1, ll .1 crosHoJd'i of mantime 1r.1de route\, bore ob­
\'t:N.' J lion\ \C,1lp .111d reverse the front of J bull - both 
symbol~ of Her.1 (no. 17). 

In C11id11~ (KvtOOS'). one of the chitf Doric centres in 
CuiJ rnim were already minted in 6' c. BC 'hewing 
tht he,1d of ,1 !ton .is the ~pnbol .111d the most revered 
g.oddn' Aphrodlle in variou\ form\. Some lOln\ ~how 

(no. I 9) Aphrodite .1~ Euploia (:4<f,p0Sfr?£i:m..\01a) the pro· 



t- Mausolus 

tenor ot good satlmg Jnd luck. M.1u)olu~ (377-353 BC: 
Matow>.o-,) is bc~t known .unong the ruler~ and famous 
for the tomb which hi~ wifr Artcnmia built for him 
and it is after him th.it tht! term 'mausoleum' was later 
used. He minted money with hi~ 11<1me and \howing 
Zcm L1br,indcus (11.a~pavSa, J place in Cari,1, no. 18) 
which remained their 'ymbol until the l.1st representa­
tive of the dyiw,ty. 

In Lhe C.ui.1 ,1rchipd.1&0 (Kapla) two 1~land~ were out· 
standing fo1 monct.1ry rcl.ltmn~. Cm (C<1(0)~. KW,, ) .md 
Rhodm ('P68o,,}. A cr.1b wa~ the ~> mbol of the fine 
from archaic times to which the head of Herades was 
latt>r ;iddcd (no. 21}. Rhodo~. whose protector was 
Hdio\ ("H>.,o-,), 'howcd on their coins the sun god in 
profile. bur ;1lmo~t front-face and a rose, the flower .u: 
rer which they were nJmed (pooov, no. 23). 

•• 

~ Rhoclos 

1' Crudus 
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1' Croesus 
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I 

6. ASIA, AEGYPTUS, ZEUGITANA 

l. Croesus. Lydia, 561-546 BC. AR. stater 
{Photograph) 

2. f.:J•t:ia. 5'" c. BC. AR. ~tater 
3. Aspendo.~ P11mpl~1·lia. 4 c. BC, AR. stater 

(Photograph) 
4. Ltwdicea. !'h~")lgm, 2 c. BC. AR, cistofor 
5. G•lr1ulms. Cilwa, 5'1'-.:l'h c. BC. AR, stater 
6. Ar({{/u.r, Phomuia, 2· '-1' c. BC, AR, tetradr,ichm 

(Photograph) 
7. Sidvn .. Pbomina, 4'" L. BC. AR. double ~hekel 
8. Antioch us r Sorer. 5_yria, 293-281 BC, AR, 

tetradrachm, (Photograph) 
9. Seleucus IV Philoparor, Svria, 187-175 BC. AR. 

terradrachm 

10. Simon Maccabaeus, /udaea, 143-135 BC, AR. 
shekel 

11. Mazaeus, B11b.ylom11, 331-328 BC. AR, tetradrnch m 
12. l'usm, s•h c. BC, AR, cLiri<.. 

Aegyptus 

14. Prolemaem I Soter, 305-285 BC, AR, tetradr,ichm 
15. Ptolemaeu .~ VrTI Euergetes U, 146-117 BC, AR, 

tetradnllhm 
J3. As no. 15. AE 
16. Ze11giuma. 4'1'-3'" c BC, AV, 

17. Carlh1~~0. 3"1-2'"1 c. BC. AE, dodekadrachm 

It is well known that the fir5t com~ were minted 111 

clcctrum, J naturnl aUoy of gold and sllvei in varyini; 
quantities. Herodotus re.corded that rhe Lydia.m were 
the first to undentand the mintrng of pure gold or sil­
ver coins. One of their represenrntives often mentioned 
was the Lydian king Croesus (Kpolcos) 561-546 BC who 
minted the first pure gold md silver coins. They bore 



antithetical he.ids o( a lion ,111J bull. or only .1 lion's 
he.id (no. 1) with .111 incusc '<iU•ll'e on the other ~ide. 

Most of the money in Ly, 1.1 (A111da) was mued un­
der Per~i.m rule .am! rhe oriental 111tluence cm be foll. 
!"he IJyouritc .1nim.1l 'ymboh 111 this wide ,uc.1 .ne wild 
bcw, gritfin (,1 111ythologic3) .mim.11 with .rn c.1gk\ beak 
and wings on the body or J lion). lion and ,1lso tigures 
of deities rnlh ,\\ Apluod1te, Athen.i etc. and n.:verse J 

tmkeb or tt·tr.1'kdcs. prob.1blr ,t 'ol.ir ~ymbol clur.ic­
tcristic of Lyua. 

In Pamphyli.1 (flap.ef>uMa) the town of A1ra1rlm 
('AaTTEvOof) I\ bcq known for 11\ lOim. TI1ey show 
l\•o wn.:~der' .1nd J man wtth .1 '>lmg dre~~ed 111 
.1 long chython and a rriskele\ (Greek aK€'Aos. the 
lom, leg. m L1ti11 tnqut'/rur, tri.1ngular; a sun sym· 
bol, three hu111,1n legs iorneJ togerher centrally, 
no. 3). 

In Ct:hndmt \l,ttcr\ were .1lre.1dy mmted in 5 <. 

HC. different from other cities 111 Cilio.i (Kt'AtKla) . 
In style and outlook they Jrc more like the m,1111land 
Greek coins th.111 tho)e of A~1.1 \.1111or (no. S). 

The oppo~ite i~ 1 rne in Phoenin.1 (<1>01v{K71). I lcn: 
(Oin is>ue\ h.1vc ,1 completdy onc:mal style ,,~ tor 
cx.1mple 111 Sidon (E16wv), J mJmime centre .md 
1hc most 1mporr.111c Phoemcian Liry. horn 5 c. 
BC until rht· time ofAJex.mder 1hc Great it' lK· 

todr.ichm' domin.lled the whole rq?,ion. They 
wcn: minted LO the value of Phoenici.rn lOi rl'> 

whith in Per,i.111 c4uivalent were -1 ~hekcb (aly'Aof. 
aiKAof, rhc Greek tr.1m!Jti011 of a ~hekel. w.1s l/ hO or 
1/ 50 ofa min.1) m rwo :.hekel' (1/•d.:d, ao <lllti~m Scmit­
lt uni1 of v,tlue 1/60 o( .1 1111111. in J11de.1 <l typt• nl° mon­
ey). Obver\e they lud J Su/1111 g,1Hcy, and rever~t: ,1 king 
111 .1 chariot. 

After the: de.uh of Alex.mdcr the Great, hi, Hellenis­
tiL kingdom ,,.1, d1nded up hy Im dmest .mo<.utc-.­
known as th~ d111dod1.i. Seleu<.:m I (.) l 2-280 BC) g.1ined 

• 

it Ant1ocl1us I. Sole 
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some parts of the Middle East, of Asia Minor clnd Syria. 

He was the commander in chief of AJexander's body· 
guards and during the rule of Perdicca~ was cavalry 

commander. He founded the renowned dynasty 
of the Seleuc1ds in Syna. Most of their coms 
show the influence ot rhe Macedoni,m ~tyle. 
Obverse they carried a series of porrrait5 of 
the rulers. Toward~ the end of rhe dynaSt)' 
they lost some of their lavish style. 

One other royal dynasty left a lasting legacv. 
especially m the minting of coins in this region 

- lhc kings of Persi,1. who adopted the Lydian king 
Croesus' double system based on gold and silver 

coins. Their darics (cTTarfip tbpnKws, named after 
kmg Darius), and sikles of lesser value were at 
fim oval, bUl soon joined the system o[ round 
coins. They are known for the scene obverse 
which shows a kneeling king with a bow and 
arrow (no. 12). an emblem that lasted until the 
time of Alexander the Great 

Alexander the Great reigned over almmt the 
whole of the eastern Mediterranean, including. 

the north coast of Afric,1 which was crucial for his 
influence on an important ,uea of Greek coinage. Be­

fore Alexander there was 110 commercially significanL 
use of money in Egypt. He was the first to introduce 
the official use of money in the Nile valley. After Alex· 
ancler's death the king~ of Egypt continued its use coins 
and began to mim very fine silver ones. The first of 
these king>, Ptokmy I Soter, 305-285 BC, was the 



tounder of yet another famous dynJ~ty 
or tht: .rncient world, rhe Ptolemie,, 
The engraver~ chernhed the rich Hc­
lleni\ti<' tradition with the ruler ob· 
\'eN: .md the eagle on lightning re­
verse. I he )erie\ of portraits backed 
by the e•1gle and l1ghtmng were re· 
peJtc:<l through the whole reign of 
tht Ptolemies. 

Alier Alexandria. the capi tal o!' 
the Ptolemy kings, the next city or 
importance in north Africa was C11r-
1hax1• (Ci1rlf1t1,!:o.Q!t-hdlt. Phoemcian, K,m. 
lwrda<I •New Town• founded by the Phoni­
ciam of lyre). The coim of Carthage are true 
worb of .m. the die~ for which were m.!de by 
Greek lllJ\ter craftsmen, who in \t}'lt' and 
~kill retained the spirit of Greece. Ctir-
thaxe in 5' c. BC minted gold co111s in 
the Phoc.;n1cian stand ard ~howing 
the he.id of Persephone and a horn: 
with J p.1lm (no. 16). The p,ilrn wa~ 
an old Phonic1an symbol and w,1s 
here often found with a hor~c . .i 

hor,e\ he.td, .m elephant or ,1Jone. 

Brome coim were another charat­
tcrnric of northern Africa which in 
weight corre\pondcd to the silver 
rnim, the dodekadrachm and octa· 
cim:hm (no. 17). -+ Cirihago 

+- Ptolemaeu' VIII r• 1e1·geres II 
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7. GRAECO-ILLYRIAN COINS 

1-3. Apolloni11, AR, 3"1 c. BC, drach ms (rhmogra ph) 
-t Monounios, D_vrrhadm1m, AR, 3"' c. BC, stmer 

5-6. Dyrrhtu'hium, AR, ·+' -3"' c. BC, stater, drat.hm 
7-9. Damastium, AR, '1' c. BC, tetradrnchms 

(Photograph) 
10. Genth1os, Skodrrt, AE, early 2"'' c. BC 

(Photograph) 
11. Skodrtt, AE, amonomous issue. after 168 BC 

12-14. DI..., AE, second. half 4'" r. BC (Photograph) 
l5-l 7.!-femcle1a, AE, 4'' c. BC (Photograph) 

Herodotus claimed that the Greeks founded colonies 
in the southern part of the lonian and Adriatic sea~ al­
ready 1n 7"' and o'h <.:. BC and two important colonies 
were formed by emigrants from Corcyra, Epid1w1110>, 
Dyrrharhwn ('E.,,{Oaµ.vos-, Dyrrharhium, Llvppaxiov) and a 
little Liter Apolloma ('ATTo.Uwvla). Gradually, after the 
end of 4'1' c. BC they began to mint money, fa~t /)_)llrh· 
11chion (nos. 5, 6) and ,\ liLtle later ApollotTia (nos. 1-3) 
These were drachms modelled on those of the old 
homelJnd and with the same emblems ,1s their origi1ul 
city of Cori)'m (Corfi.i). Bur we are interested 111 earlier 
lJ:yrrha~-hion 'ilver coins, of which there are frwer; they 
minted starers and mdraLhms, with the same emblems, 
cow and C<llt and flower motifs, wrongly known .is »GM· 

dens of AJk.inoos" with the name of the city to which 
is added that of the lllyrian king Monounius 
(BAI:IAEQE MONOYNIOY, no. 4). He did not mint 
this money as an lllyrid11 king but cl,) d city governor, 
supreme ma~l{islrall' Jnd eponJ•m011s. Later another Illyri­
,111 ruler. MyuJos, Monounius' successor, and prob.ibly 
his son, issued a series of bronze coins with his name. 
In spite of their difference, these issues show that the 
city must for a time have been under lll~'ficin kings. This 



~ Apollon1a 

'uppom the belief in Gr.1ern·Illyrian contJlt' .rnd links. 
which in funher coloni,ation tow.irds 1he north was to 

Jevelop into J co-exi,tence of two difteren1 ethnic 
group,. with occasion,1) periods of war. The ,,1mc j, true 
of the r-vin city of Apollonia where there was al~o a con­
'i<ler.1blc Illyri<tn pre~encc J\ shown in their drach1m 
which often bore the IHlllll' of an Illynan oflicial, ciLher 
111011cLJry or cponymou' m.1gistrate. After .ihout 150 
ye:m the~c drachm' ce.1,ed lO be minted, prob.1bly be­
<..au'c 1lf thl· appeJrame of the Roman denar,, but be­
cau'c of thelf qu.1lity they continued in circul.nion for 
.1 long time. 

There were twn othl·r c1uc~ in the south. nc.u the ~ea 
but .1 little further inl.ind, Smdra (EKWSpa) .m<l lwu~ 
(Ataao>) which minted their own mone~ from ~·" c. 

HC. .•\t tiM ther were mo<lelled on Greek ,111J nearby 
M.1ccdoman coins (with a ,hicld). but aim ha<l gcnunely 
lllyri.111 motives (helmet). from ,1bout 180 BC, when 
tht' l.1,t lllyri.in king Gcnth1us ume to the 1hrone, there 
wc·rc al'o 1~~ued scric~ of° bronze coins with ht\ name, 
until the collapse of his state in 168 BC (no. 10). i-;or a 
tim.: the Romam allnwed him to cont mm· m1111111i: un­
til the ne.irion of tlw Rom.m provin"c of lllyriLUlll. 

In the southern inlJnd .1re.1 of the lllyriJ·l'.1L'Onia re­
gion in -l L BC the 111111ing city ot' D11m1W11<111 

(.1aµ.aanov) began to mint its nwn c01m (nos. 7-9) lt~ 
C'X.Kl loc~u1on i~ not known except t.h.u ll w.1~ near a 
~dv1.:r mme and right on tht: borders or P.1i:onia in the 
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region in which the Oardanians had conLi.nued ro live. 
They tlrst minted a very beautiful serie~ with typical 
Greek emblems (head of Apollo obverse, tripod reverse). 
Greek master craftsmen made the original dies. The 
corns gradually lost their beauty as obV1ously the place 
of the origmal mao;ters was taken by local craftsmen or 
far lesser skill. 

Ot particular imercst to us is the Greek colonisation 
of rhe eastern Adriallc shore and islands which took 
place a httk later than otht:r Mt:<literranean n:gious. 
though it probably began in 4'" c. BC The firsr mints 
were set up in rhe colonial cities (po/is, 110,\,,) on the is­
lands of Vis, (Issa. "fooa. a Syracu~an colony), Hvar 
(<Papoc;. Pharos a Parian colony). and Korcula on a site 
the ex,ict name and location of which are unknown. 
like Hm1dea ('HepaKAeia), probably the oldest. whose 
exact founder and site is not known. As all these coins 
came from the seat of an autonomous city they played 
their part in inter-city organisation with a civil service 
which was responsible for the commerce and life of 
these small urbJn centres. At first the colonists came 
into conflict wirh the origmal inhabitants whose way 
of life was quite different. But as time went on contact 
between the two sides improved, the colonies gamed a 
measure of independence, became institutionally better 
orga1med and began trading. For all of this they need­
ed money. At first it was used for internal exchange 
within the Illyrian region. But later there were attempts, 
for example in Pharos, to expand commerce beyond the 
area. for which purpose silver coins were minced. Coins 
were also minted by the lllyrian cities, for example 
Rhizon ('P{,ov) and the tribal centres (the Daorsi, 
L'.cwpcro1, on the lower Neretva}, thus continuing the 
tradition which had already developed in Scodra and 
Lfou.s .md with some other Illyrian tribe~. 



There are still many lacunae in our knowledge of 
Greek colonisJtlOn of the short~ and the is!Jn<ls of the 
eastern Adriatic. We bave the firm testimony of the 
corns themselves, but many of our assumptions about 
locations and mints are still uncertain. One ot them is 
rhe possible existence of an Issaean or Cn1dian settle­
mem on the island of Koreula (/(or/qra Melamr;, Nigra, 
Kop1wpo.1~~>..a.tva) which is mennoned m l1ter.iry sourc­
es Jnd which is thought to have mtnted its own money 
~bowing a be;Hdles~ head (Apollo?) and cars of corn 
witb the word (KOP KY PAJQN) (Pl. 8, 1 ). These coi m 
are very rare. only five are known to exist, of which rwo, 
very well preserved, are 111 our collection 

Another enigma, still open to discussion concerns the 
coins bearing the name of the city l!mtdec1 (HP AK l!E I A) 
from 4'' c. BC. These arc issues of bronze coins m three 
denominations (no~. 15-17). Mo~t of them, as one 
would expect, show the head of the Greek hero Hera­
cles, whose cull wa~ very widespread m the coloni,1! "-et­
tlemencs, and his attributes (nos. 15-17). But there i~ 

another bronze coin type thar is smaller 111 number, 
chronologically later ,md of lower denomination, and 
1t ~bows a woman's head obverse (Artemis?) and a dol­
phin reverse wirh I he letters HPA. Tts styli~tic sunilarity 

+- Korkyra Melaina 
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with the Phanan coin dies .rnd its di~tribution suggest 
that 1r may have come from that minr. 

There are also still unanswered problems about the 
re-minting of coins. One of thc~e concerns the Phari.rn 
die showmg Zeus with ..i goat and rhe lerters DI(M) ('11.. 
M) reverse which was later ~ramped on the Ph111v.1 coins 
ot the same kind and on those showmg Heracles (nos. 
12-14). There are many theones about Lhis: from a 
shortening of the name of a town whose name is not 
known. a mark ~howi ng rhe value of the coin, down to 
the shortened name of some st.ill untdentified dyn,1sty. 
l.ike that ofHeraclea rh1~ money was probably minted 
in the !'ha ro.• m111t. 



8. GRAECO-ILLVRIAN COINS 

l. Korkym Mrf,111111, AE. tirst half 3" c. RC 
(Photo~r.1ph) 

2-7.Phttroi.AE. 4'"-3 1 c. BC(Photograph) 
8-12./sm, AE, 4' -2'' t RC (Photogr..1ph) 

13. B.1lL1io~. AR, 2·.i t. BC 
14-18. Ballaim. AE. 2 1.. BC (Photograph) 

As we h;ivc already ,aid, rhc Greek wlonisation of the 
tcntrJl A<lriJtit: begJn in 4' t. BC. One of the most im­
portJnt colonies w,1, founded on the island of Vis (Issa. 
~fooa) by the S1ciliJn' from S} r.1tuse. L..1ter. under the 
protection oi the F.ldcr Dionysius chey helped the [0-

111.rn Panans to found the colony of J>h,1ro .. (Pharus. 

<1>6.p~). tod.1r StJri GrJd on Hvar. The origin,11 inhab­
itants of boch 1sl.1nds were m,1inly cng.1gcd in agricul­
lllre, a le\\ 111 u.1ib .1nd only IJter Jtit>r the Greeb came 
did they stJrt to tr,1de. 

The Ph.ir1.1ns first minted their own mone\' in the 
Grst half of 4 c. BC. Their dies bore emblems retlen­
ing their stock-b1ecding ;ind .1gncultural habitJt (nos. 
2-7), the revcrst: showed rmblen1' of those things that 
\UrrourH.leu them evern.l.1y, a go.u (rhe e.irlier pliJse) or 
gr.;pe~. while ohver'e thev placed rhe head of a Greek 
go<l 'uch J\ Zem or Dionyms hom the end ot 4'f .md 
the beginning of 3"1 

L. BC we find obverse the head~ of 
the gud<les~t!~ Penephone .rnd A rtern i' ,111d reverse a 

+- Phares 
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goat with the inscription <PA. At the end of the third 
c. (the early phase after an as yet unexplained break in 
work of the mint) we find obverse the head of a young 
man - a god or a real person - and reverse .i two hand­
led cup. kantharos between the inscription 0A. From 
the ~econd c. coins were issued in the name of the 1 lyri­
an king Ballaios. There were some umuccessful at­
temprs to mint silver money but they are very rare 

(only 8 examples known from a short-lived attempt). 
Pharos minting ended with those issued under 
King Ballaios as well as some of his overstrikes. 

Minting beg<1n on lssa (nos. 8-12) in the second 
half of-!" c. BC b.1sed on the Syracusan tradition 
from which they reused coins in the form of a 

flan. The s<1me occurred to the goat/Zeus type of 
coins oCPharos. In the middle of4'' c. BC(after the 

death ofDionysios the Younger abom 350) new bronze 
coins appeared, the so called lonios-issue because of the 

lettering on thm1. The name i~ still debated, but there 
is some .lgreemem that lonios was a historical per­
son, member of a Ioc;l) Illyrian dynascy (as men­
tioned by some authors in antiquity: 'lovws To 
ylvos 'J>.) .. vptos) who cime from Vi~ ,md ruled the 
Greek cities of the central Adriatic in 4' c. BC, 
,1nd that during l1JS reign he minted his own coins 

.rnd Jlso stamped them over the existing Pharian 
and Heracleian issues. Jn tbe early 3'" c. he began Lo 

mint bronze coins showing the head of a nymph and 
J star (no. 8) .md .rnother kind with the he;1d of Athen,1 
,md a goat, sometimes with the inscription IE reverse. 
A whole series of coins followed with rhc same emblem 
on the from and on the reverse J deer, or with an <1111-

phora and an inscription obverse and ~rape~ rev.er~t:. In 
rhe 2"" L. BC a new series appeMed: on the front the 
head of a young man and on the back between IE a 
kanthtlmJ. These emblem~ also tit rhe cattle breeding and 
fanning ch.uacter of rhe inhabitants anJ partly rnin­
ude with tho~e of P!Jttros (goat, kanlharo.r, grapes) and 



continued to be issued 1.mtil 2"J c. BC. The organisation 
and ~tatus of this city-state w~1s very important and it 
was more stable than others, perhaps because the posi­
tion oC the island wa~ more isolated, and it wa~ better 

+- Issa 

organised, even founding ils own colonies, in Trogir 
(Tragurion, Tpayovpiov) and Stobrec (Epetion, 'E1Thwv} 
on the mainland and a town of unknown name ill Lum­
barda on the i~hrnd Koreula. 

Coins soke one more conundrum concerning an Uly· 
rian personage about whom nothing appe.irs in writren 
sources but who is found rnore frequently (though not 
typologically) on the coinage than any other person: 
Balla1os (Ba>..>..afos-, nos. 13-18). I here are ii number ot 
special features linked to both his personality and his 
coins. He is rhc only person in Illyrian numismatics 
whose name appears in two variams BAEIAEQE 
BAAAAIOY ;ind sometimes the name alone with no 
regal title BAAAAIOY. Until recently this was ex­
plained as being from two d1fferem mints of which the 
longer variant was said to be from the Rbrwn mint and 
die other shorter from Pharos (Stari Grad). Another vari­
able feature is that while ir bears the ponrait ot rhe rul­
er obverse the reverse bears two different versions of the 
same motif. Rhizon coim show Artemis in movement 
,rnd Ph11ros coins a still Artemis. More recem research 
shows that the two cypes are found in central Oalmatia, 
especially on the island of Hvar, with eqiial frequency 
and thus the idea of a Rhiw.n mint has been di~carded . 
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The: importance o( Ballaios has been rnntirmed bv J 

serie~ of silver rnim, tog;t>ther with tho~e of the short 
lived Pht1ro.1 mint uni4ue in the Illyrian hi~tory of mint­
inr, in this valuable metal (no. 13). They prob.1bly came 
from the Phrmis mint and their workman~h1p far ex­
ceed~ that of the bronze com~. The many Balla10> 
bronze rn1m are r.nher .. barbamrn« which is prob:ibly 
no more than a reflection of rhe facr rhac they were 
made by rJrher unskilled local engravers. There is still 
debate about where Ballaios should be chronologically 
placed but Lhe genenll comemu~ i~ that he lived .mJ 
worked after the fall ot Genthim (168 BC). it i-. li.kely 
th.H for .J Ljme, ju~! before the foll of lhe Tllyrian 'l<lle, 

he ruled without a ride but that Luer Rome. .ls an ,illy. 
gave him some authority over .1 certain region. 



9. CELTIC COINS 

I. Ban,lt type, 1.e. type I lu~i.Voniq.ti, AR. 2'1 c. BC. 
'pecimcn frCJm 1bi: N.1n.1 ~oin hoard 

2. Itrn.11 type, J.1:. l}')>C l lu~1-Vovrie}t1, AR, 2'··1 c BC. 
~pecimrn from the N.m.1 coi11 hoJrd 

3. So-r.1llrd tow n.1me11L hor1,em.in type, AR, l · 
halt' r· c. BC, spec..11111:•11 from the R1bni,1cb 
coin ho.1r<l 

4. T)'pe of n>1n' of thl' P.1cnni.1n king Audoleon. 
with the <lolbh.1p«d rider, AR, 2 'c BC, 
~pcc·in1<:'11 from the Ribn1ack.i ..:oin hoJrd 

5. Type wi1h 11i..1ni;.11l.u nc~k. AR, 2-< "·BC, 
1,pecimen from the• RibnJJl'.kJ LDin hoJrd 

6. Type wirh the whccl-shJped mJrk. AR. 2 'c. BC 
7. Coin 'truck out ol a thi'k nug.ger. cype with the 

'CKalled donkey ear, AR. 3 c. BC 
8. Type w11h ,111 hori1ontal number eight. AR, 

2.~ c BC 
q. Type w11h rhe Peg.11,m on the rei.-er,e. AR, 

3 -2"1 c. BC 
10. Henmpher il,ll d1eek type, AR, 2 c BC 
I l. lype wrc;ith-,h.1p~d be.ml obverse .rnd Jmphor.1 

rever,e, AR. 2' ' t. HC (l'hotogr.1ph) 
12. Type with bonc111.1n whme he,1d i~ in che ~lupe 

of a ring.lei, AR. 2"'' c.:. BC 
13. Tyµ~ with .1 rider with ,t br.1ndMh.1ped arm, 

2. ·' l.. HC (Phomgr<lph) 
14. Typt 1m11.11in~ 1\ttir ll'lr.1dr.1ch1m of Alcx,rnder 

llf the Grl'.ll, AR. zi·1 
l. HC 

15. Type imiwing Philip Ill tl'lr.tdr.ilhm,, AR, 
2'' c. BC 

lu. Type 1m1wint:, l'hilip Ill 1e11,1d1,1d11m. AK, 
21,j L. BC 

17. Type im11ating Alcx.wder Ill the Great dr,1chm~. 
AR, 2 c. BC 

I/\. Type imitating Philip Ill dr.1Lhm~. AR, 2 · c BC 

l /AC \I /:. (1 ""l ' ( ., 
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19. Early imitations of tbe tetradrachms of rhe city of 
Tbaws. AR., l" c. BC 

20. Late, playful imitations of Philip 111 tetradrachms, 
AR, late 2'"1 c. BC (Photograph) 

21. Croatian group, V arazd in type. AR, l" c. BC 
22. Croatian group. Samobor type. AR, I ' c. BC 
23. Croatian group, Durdevac type, AR, I" c. BC 
24. Boii: tetradrachm bearing the inscription 

BIATEC, AR, l " c. BC 
25. Bohemian group, coin of the tribe of the Boii, 

AV, l " L. BC 

In any cons1derat10n of ancient coins we must 
include those made by the many barbarian. 1.e. 
non-Greek peoples rn a wide arc from Spain 
and Gaul to our close neighbours ~facedon and 
Greece. TI1e Celts and other barbarians took the 

Greek gold <1nd silver coins as their models and 
made of them speoal and ever new creations in 

which we recognise the germs of naive art. The Za-
greb numismatic collection contains a considerable 

number (}I' Celtic coins. Only a few arc from the 
wesrern Celts, almost all were found on the Pan­
nonian pla111 and were minted in 3"1 c. BC un­
til the coming of rhe Romans by v<U"ious tribes 
which inhabited these parts such as the Darda­
n[ans. Skord1sc1 and others. 

The coins of the eastern Celts are mostly silver 
on the pattern of the Macedonian King Philip II ( ob­

ver~e J bearded Zeu\. father of [he gods. and rever~e a 
horseman) or his son Alexander 111 (obverse head of 
beardless HerJcle~ and reverse Zeus on a throne) or 
Philip III. They also copy the coins of cities. for exam­
ple 77.Jassos. 1l1aro11m and Paeonian kings Patraos and 
Audokon etc. 



There Jre 'ome important individual iccms and J!­
so importJnt hoJrds of ~ilver coins from NartJ 
(no~. 1-2) .md Ribn1.1ckJ (nos. 3-5) neJr B1elovar 
and l.ner one~ known J~ the Croatim group from 
I ' c. BC which .ire divided into three rypcs: 
Varazdin (no. 21 ). Samobor (no. 22) .md DurdC\·ac 
(no, 23). 

The coins from N,in.1 cJmc from what wJs once 
Dacia (today RomJn1J), tht:y are very worn and in 
somt: p!Jces hJve cut' ni.iclt: ro che1.k th.it they were of 
pure silver .1nJ nnt silvered. Obverse they have rhe 
head ot the young Apollo mrned to the right, and 
reverse J horseman with a hor'e turned to rhe left. 
One of the three type' were 111,1,s1ve tetradrach1m 
in the R1bnjaea hoard, the so called tournament 
rider, which <1re the most beaulilul of the ea~tern 
Celtic coin\. The> shnw ,1 be.in.led m,m with lux­
uriant h.iir and ,1 laurel wreath wnh a horse filling 
die spJce in tront of him. On the other side is J war­
rior w1th J rai~c<l 'pear riding w the Ide on d power­
ful horse, .1bove him .in inscription (APAeJEI'OE). 
The:: coim o( the m-c.1lll·d Cro,ui,111 group .ue of poorer 
qualny .md CJU)', in v.1ric>U\ interpretations, obveVie the 
head of a beardbs nun with luxuri,mt hair and a dia­
dem Jnd rever\e J hor~e. 

t- Samobor type 

-" E>urdevac type 
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ROMAN COINS 

10. COINS OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC 

I.. 3' c. BC, AR. didrachm 
2. 3 c. BC, AR, ·c1it101mt11s 

3. Roma, 3'd c. BC. AR. dm<1riu:. 
4. Fonte1a, 114 or 113 BC. AR, demtrius 
5. Caesta, 112 or 11 l BC, AR, tlmarius (Photogr,-i.ph) 
6. Rubn,1, 87 BC. AR, dm11rim 
7. Mam ilia, 82 BC. AR, demtrius sermtlf.f 

8. Pmtumia. 81 BC. AR, tlmariw 
9. LucreL1<1, 76 BC, AR, tfemiri11.i 

10. Rusua, 76 BC, AR, denarm.1 

11. Cornelia. 76-75 BC, AR, dalltrm,i (PholOf!,f.dph) 
12. Aquilha, 71 BC. AR. dmt1m1s Stmttus 
13. Calpurnia, 67 BC, AR. douuius 
14. Cassia, 63 BC, AR. drnllnH.\ 

15. Plauua. 55 BC, AR. detltlrt11( 

16, 1utm, 54 BC. AR, dmanus 
17. Hirtia. 46 BC, AV, i111rc'1t.i 

18. l uli,i. 44 BC, AR, dtr11tmf\ 

19. Nasidia, 44-43 BC, AR, dmnrrus (movable mint) 
20. L1vrnei;l, 42 BC, AR, den,mus 
2J. Mussidia, 42 BC, AR, dmcmu.r 
22. Pompeia, 42-40 BC, AR, dermrius (Photograph) 
23. Durrnia. 1 q_4 BC, AR, dmarius 



TI1e us.e or Greek money fasted for a long Lime On the 
Italian peninsuL1. In the fim h,1Jf of J 'J L. BC rnins 
known as Romano-Camp<1nian wc:re unofficially nunt· 
cd, modelled on the Greek drachm and didrachm with 
emblems such as heads of Roma :rnd Victory, Mars and 
a hor~e. the he.id of Apollo etc. Jn the second half of 
3'" c. BC coins of the ~arne value appeared with the head 
oi"Janu~ (the Roman god oF the beginning and the end­
ing, depicted with two faces, lookmg 111 opposite direc­

t1om, no. 1) the head of Dioskuroi and Jupiter in a 
qm1driga .1s .1 result ol- which they Lame to be called 

1u,idrr._f!,llf1 (q11adngt1e, four-111-hand C;trriages). In the la~t 
decade ol 1h.it c. the 111c1onr1t11.1 ,1ppeare<l, the value be­

ing one dr.irhm, the name coming ~rom the godde~s 
Victory with a trophy reverse (no. 2) and also the t!ahlr­

ius (together with lesser denominanons), wirh rhe head 
of the goddess Roma and D1oscun (no. 3) ,md the vJ..lue 
X shown obverse In this way the Romans freed their 

money from Greek influence and produced their own 
<lenomm.nion that would last for very many year~. 

The foature of the coins of the Roman republic were 
a variety of emblems on both sides. The minting right 
,rnd rhe mints were controlled by a college. the three 
members of the lr«.miri acre arg1111to ,mm jlllndo Jeriwulo, 
for J shon time augmemed by one more member about 
the middle of l ' c. BC. They SJL in Lhe temple of Juno 
Moneta (the admonisher). On coins variou~ symb-0ls 
were used .u first, then i.niti.ils and th~n the full names 
of the mint masters. As a result the names of many fa­
mous families and persons became known, such as that 
of.Julius Caesar who introduced his own likeness ob-

+- lurna 

1' V1ctonarus 
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verse (no. 18). This w,15 continued by Octavian and 
after the proclamation of the empire it became the gen­
eral practice to show rhe head or bust of the emperor 
or members of his family. 

AnO[her special foature of Lim tune was the so-called 
portable mint (no. J 9). During miljtary campaigns such 
mints would follow army generals thus allowing them 
to pay their soldiers more quickly and easily. 

Some well-known coin hoards date from this time, of 
which several were found in this region and are in the 
Zagreb collection. Some are almost complete, fo.r exam­
ple Cesaricd from near Karlobag (128 denars) discove­
red in l 935, Lick1 R1bnik near Gospic (336 specimens) 
from 1930. In other cases only a few items were left 
(Osor on Mali Losinj, Valpovo-Osijek etc.). 



ROMAN IMPERIAL COINS 

11. AUGUSTUS - VITELLIUS 

Augustus, 27 BC - 14 AD 

l. AR. dstvphorus, Pergamum, c 27-26 BC 
2. AR, dmarius 28 BC 
3. AR, dstopboru.\ Pergamum, c. 19-18 BC 
4. AV. rm reu.~ Pngammn. c_ 19-18 BC 
5. Livia. Augustus' wifr, AE, dupondius, struck under 

Titus 80-81 

Tiberius, 14- 37 

6. AE. a,~ 36- 37, Roma 
7. AR, denarrns, 14-37. Roma (Photograph) 
8. As no. 7, AV. aumrs, 14-37, Roma 
9. Nero Dru~us sen., the father of Claudius 1, AE. 

sr:stertius, suuck by Claudius L 
10. Antonia, wife of Nero Dtusus sen., mother of 

Claudius 1, AE. d11pondius, struck by Claudius I 

Gaiu s (Calligula). 37-41 

11. Gaius and Germ.micus, the father of Caligula, 
AE. dupondtl(S, 37-38, l.ugdunum 

12. Gaius and Agnppma, mother of Caligula, AR, 
demmus, 37-38, Roma (Photograph) 

13. AE, ses/e111us. 37-38, Roma 

Claudius I. 41 - 54 

14. AE sestertius, 41-50, Roma, 
15. Claudius and Agrippina, AR, dm111·im, 50- 54, 

Roma, (Photograph) 
16. Claudim .111d Nero. AV, 111m'lls, 50- 54, Roma 
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Nero. 54-68 
17. AE . .is.. cca 66, Ronul 
18. AR, dewtrius, 64-6, Roma 
19. Galba, 68-69; AR, den<1dus, 68-69, Roma 

(Photograph) 
20. Otho,J,111.-April 69; AR. dnutrim, 69, Roma 

V1tel11us, jJn.-Dec. 69 

21. AE, tis. 69, Hispania 
22. AR, dm1m·us, 69, Roma (Photograph) 

The Principate, the important new historical period 
of the Roman Empire was marked by Octavian who be­
gan lo rule as a tnumvir in 43 BC, and from 31 mde­
pendently with the title Augusms {the Ex,tlted, Magmfi­
cent, later taken by all emperors and became part of the 
impeml title) which was conferred on him by these­
nate in 27 BC (nos. 1-5). He united in his person the 
enure military and civil power and was able to oversee 
,1 peacefu I trmsfer from the republic to the empire. 
Over the next five tumultuous centuries of its existence 
the empire went through many changes politically, eco­
nomically, in urb,111isation. art and coinage. During H> 

early centuries the empire was marked by the rule of a 
number of great families: Jul1an-Claudian, Ftwi,rn, 
Antonini, Severi. We exhibit here the coins of rhe first 
great dynasty founded by Augustus himself; rhe Julian­
Claudian. down until the period of the civil wars 68-70 
AD, including example~ frCJm rhe triune period with 
the ~hort rule of Galha (no. 19). Ot ho (no. 20) ;.1nd Vi­
telli us (nos. 21, 22). 

On takmg pCJwer Augusms also LOok over the reorg.1-
nisation of the stale and, among the rest, the monetary 
sy~tetn as well. He re-established the central mint 111 

Rome and tried to establish some kind of co111promise 



betwet:n the traditions of the republic and empire. Dur­
ing the republic the unit of silver wa~ basic, i:orns were 
~etdom minted in copper, and even more rarely m gold 
by some nulitary leaders (for example Pompey, Caesar, 
Octavian and other members of the mumvate) to be 
,ible to pay the large number of soldiers. A new mone­
rnry sy~tem was now introduced including coins in 
gold: rhe aureus and quinarzus aureus; tn silver: dmariu.s, 
quinaruts, in copper-bronze: sestertiu;;, dupondius, c1s and 
qutldmn.i. As well a~ the Roman mint Augustus also 
mimed coins in Spain and on his visit to Gaul 15-14 
BC from the Lugt/Jmum (modern Lyom) mint and aho 
in the east. The L11gd11num mint tern porarily ceased pro­
duction while Domitianus was in power. The custom 
of pJ,1cing heads or busts on coins obverse cowards Lhe 

~ Tiberius 

end of the republic was adopted by emperors so thJt 
the coins of the fi rsr century present a series of portraits 
of emperors and the close member~ of their families 
which make a fine portrait gallery. For imperial coins 
Lhe likent>~~ of the emperor and his family was para­
mount and any other evems peripheral. 

In coinage Tiberius mainly carried on what Augustus 
had started. The mint in Gaul conrinued to produce 
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68 

corns 111 precious metals, that in Rome bronze. Gold 
and silver coins were of the same Lype, all had on re­
verse PONTlf MAXIM (pon1ipx mr1x1mus, the high 
priest, nos. 7. 8), with the figure of a seared woman (su­
pposedly Liv1.i, Augustus' widow and Tiberius' mother; 
together with drachm which was m11ued m C((•sarer1 in 
Cappadocia, these were probably the coins which .Judas 
lscanor received for the betrayal of Christ). 

Caligula (which wJs the nickname given to him at 
14, his real n,1me was Gaius) mtroduced some changes 
(nos. lJ-13). lt WJS logical to transfer the mmting of 
precious met,1ls from Gaul to Rome whJCh gave the em­
peror control over gold. silver and bronze money in the 
mmt. His second innovation was that bronze sestertius 
had the title and portr,1it of the emperor (no. 13 shows 
his three sisters reverse). Coins conrinued to be minted 
m Gaul .1lso for a short time. 

Claudius l. like his predecessor, pbced the members 
of his family on both gold and ~ilve1 a~ well J~ bronze 
coins (nos. 15. 16). On the advice of his wife Agrippina 
he recognised his stepson Nero <l> his legal heir (nos. 
17. 18). Nero, after a time. minted the whole series of 
bronze coins from sestertius to quadmns m copper, but 
soon returned to the former coinage only minting the 



11·1/rrtim and dupomhus 111 topper and br.1ss :md the as 
in bronze. Revcr'c thc:y show dosed doon of the tem­
ple of J,rnus which signified general pc.u:e (no. 17) 
whid1 no more .1ppcJ rcd soon after Nero\ death. and 
68-69 the three empc:ron (Galba. Orho .m<l Virellius 
no\. 19-22) did their brn w stop the civil wJr \\ l11ch 
they rhcmselve~ had provoked. Unfonunatdy they were 
not sU<.:Ces~fol. 
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12. VESPASIANUS - AELIUS 

Vespa\ianus, 69 - 79 

I. AE, ~e.,ft"rtius, 71, Roma 
2. AV, aureus, 75. Roma 
3. AR, dmtzrius, 69-71, Roma (Photograph) 

Titus, 79-81 

4. AR, denarius, 79, Roma 
5. AE, dupondius, 72, Roma 
6. Iulia, his daughter; AV. tum11s, Romt1, struck in the 

name of Domin.in after his death 

Domitianus, 81-96 

7. AR, d.enr1rim, 80, Roma 
8. AE, mtertiHs, 95-96, Roma 
9. AV, aureus, 81-83, Roma 

10. Domiti.i, his wife: AE, quadrans, 85, Ro11111 

Nerva, 96-98 

11. AR, denarius, 97. Roma 
12. AE, sestatms 97, Roma 

Traianus, 98-117 

13. AR, dmmit1s, 112-114 
14. AE, se.1tett1us,114-l 17 

»Mines money« 

15. AE, qttadmns, during Trajan's reign 
16. AF. quadmns. struck during Trajan's reign 

(Photograph) 
17. M.itidia, hi~ niece: AR. tlmarius, sLruLk during. he1 

life (Photograph) 

Iladrianu~, 117-138 

18. AE, sestrr/111J. 118, Roma 
19. AR, tlemmus, 139, after lus death 



20. AR. mtvphoms .. 138,Asi.1 (PhowgrJph) 
21. AV, 1lltr<'11.;., 11 Q- 122, R01n11 

S.1bi11.1, his wife 

22. AR, dmmw.\ Rom({, strnck ,1t"ter her death, 
(Photograph) 

23. A E. Sl'.1faf11.1:i, Roma 

Adius. d. 138, Hadrian'~ adopted ~on 

24. AE. ,1s, U7. Roma 
25. AR. dmarius, U7, Roma 

l'wo gre.n impen.11 dynasties now CJ me to power. t1 rst 
the flav1an~ from b9-90 and after them the tirst reprc­
'enuu,·e, ol the !Jmil\' of An1oni111. Ve,pJ,i.mus oQ 
(no'. 1-3) wa~ the first of the three fol.i\1a1b. He rook 
OYer trom the prodigal '\ero atlcr the period of civil 
w.1r,, ,md inherned a chao11C and wr:akcned empire and 
.111 .1lmmt empty treasury. He did ht' bc~ 1 to improve 

+- Vespas1anus 
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20. AR, .-istophnius, 138, . -l1i11 (Photogr.1ph) 
21. AV, curmti. 119-122. Roma 

S,1b1na, hi) wife 

22. AR, da11mu.1, Ro11111, \truck Jftcr her de.uh, 
(Phomg,r<1ph) 

23. AE. sestatilfi, Ro11111 

Aclius, d. l 38 IL1drian's .nloptcd son 

24 AE. ru, 137. ffom11 
25. AR, dm{{rtw. 137. Romr1 
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Two gre.lt imperi,11 dyna\tie' now ~.1mc to power, fir<•t 
the ftwians from o9-'1h and after them the tirq repre­
scnt.itives of the family of Anto11in1. Vc,pasianus 6q 
(no~. l-3) wa) tli<.: Jir~t of che chm: Haviam. I le took 
over from the prodig,11 Nero after the pcnoJ of ci\il 
\\,lr~ •• md inherited .1 thaotic Jnd weakened empire .rnd 
.m Jlmost empty treJ\Uf)'. He did Im bc\t to improve 
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hi~ adopted !>on Traian who was .1 famou~ soldier and 
became a worthy heir. The peace r!1Jt reigned in the em­
pire was shown on corn reverses (AEQV1TAS AVGVST. 
FORlVNA AVGVST, UBERTAS PVBLICA, PAX 
AVGVST etc. and personiticuions ofh,1ppiness, justice, 
Creedom and peace). Traian, (1105. 13. 14) was the fint 
emperor from the province~ (hew,1s born in Spain), and 
continued the policy o(hi5 predecessor5. He fought su1.-­
cessfully in Daci<t wh.ich he united with Rome ,md from 
which he added the title Dacicus (no. 13) and also 
against the P.1rthiJns rhus gaining the title Parthicm. 
(conqueror of the Parthians). H1s army conquered Axa­
bia (no 14). During bi~ reign the mmting of »mine~ 
coins« began - meta/la (nos. 15, 16), an allus10n to the 
mines ofNoricum, Panno111a, Dalmatia and Dardan1a. 
This practice was continued by Hadrian, Antomnus 
Pius, and Marcus Aurelius. They were probably used to 
pay workers anJ miner> or even more likely for local 
paymenb. Trajan WJS the first emperor to get the title 
OPTIMVS PRINCEPS (first Jmong hi~ peers, on coins 
daLing from 104). Before hi~ death m 117 he <idopted 
Hadrian, hi~ nephew .ind made him his succes~or. He 
was one of the most suc(essful Rom,rn emperor~ (no~. 
18-2 l ), famous ,1s .1 lover of culture md Jrt. His arrival 

Nerva 

~ Traranus 
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in Rome was celebrated in 118 with the reverse ADVEN-
1VS AVG (no, 18). He paid great attention to the prov­
inces, most of which he visited personally 011 his many 
travels and their personifications were often shown on 
coins. For the security of the frontiers he strengthened 
the li!rm fortifications not only in Europe but abo from 
Brirain across Asia to Africa over the whole territory of 
the empire. He took the title PATER PATRIAE (Father 
of the Homeland) in 128. He minted money showing 
his wife Sabina (nos. 22-23) and his first foster son L. 
Aelius (nos. 24, 25). who died early. 



13. ANTONINUS PIUS - PESCENNIUS 
NIGER 

Anton1nus Pius. 138-161 

l. AE, sestertms, l-l0-144, Rom11 
2. AR. denari11s, 158-159, Rom({ (Phomgraph) 
3. AV, aure11s, 159-160. Ruma 

4. AE. sestertu1s, 140-141., Romt7 

Faustina sen .. the wife of Anlonintts Pius 

5. AE. sesfertzus. 138-141, Roma 
6. AR. tfenurttts. 141. Roma. strnck after her deJth. 

(Photograph) 

Marcus Aurelius, 161-180 

7. AR, tlenaritts. 163-164 
8. AE, dupomlius, 176-177 
9. AE, sestmius, 163-164 

Faust[n,i iun., tbe wife of M. Aurelius 

10. AE. sestatius. 161-176 
11. AR. den a rius. 17 6- 180, struck after her death 

Lucius Verus, 161-169 

12. AE. scslrrtius, 162- 163 
13. AV. aurms. 163- 164 
14. AR. dmarzu:s, 165-166 

Lucilla. Lhe wife of L.Yeru' 

15. AE. sestrrti:{S, struck under L. Yerus 
16. AR. dm11rius. ~truck under M. Aurelius 

C o m modus. 1 76-192 

17. AE, seslertms, 186 (Photograph) 
18. AR, dmartus, 181 
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Crispina, his wife 
19. AE,sestmittJ 
20. AR. dmarius 

Pert1n.~x, J,111. - March 193 

21. AE, seslcrtim. Roma 
22. AR. dcnarius, Roma 
23. D1dius Iulianus, March-June 193; AR, 

tlrnariuJ, Roma 
24. MJJ1lia !:icamilla, his wife; AR, dm1mus 
25. Pescennrns Niger, 193-194; AR, 

denarius,. 1nt1od11a 

-+ Antoninus Pius 

After the death of Aelius. at the begin nm!:{ of 138 AD. 
a short time before he died, Ktdnan adopted AJ1toni­
nm Pim. who succeeded him the same ye.u (nos. J-4). 
He inherited a peaceful empire in a very favourable eco­
nomiL pmilion - a stale w!JiLll he maimained and even 
strengthened during his whole reign. He minted coins 
showing his wite Faustina the Elder during her life and 
after her death (nos. 5, 6) and showin~ Marcus Aurelius 
who he adopted in 138. He took the title PATER PA­
TRIAE and Man.us Aurelius was given the title ofCAE-



+- Marcus Aurelius 

SAR and COS DES (consul designate) and from his 
firs t con~ulate in HO he minted independently. He re­
gi~tered his origins in ~ome coim m JVNO(ni) 
SOSPlTAE Ou no saviour) as he had been born 
in a centre of reverence for that goddess, m 
L1muv1um. a town in Latiurn (no. J ). He 
drew great attention LO buildings and rc­
nt'\val of buildings. for instance the tem-
ple of the divine Augustu.> in 158 (no. 
2) and to his family (nos. 3, 4). Hi.~ rei-
gn can be ~ummed up in an often quo-
Led legend lcmporum /idicilas (happy pe­
riod). He was a model ruler in every 
sense, honoured Roman tradition, and 
justice ,rnd wa5 above ail concerned for the 
well being of the empire. He died in li:>l and 
w.1s succeeded by Marcus Aurelius (nos. 7-9) 
who, like his predecessor, nurmred the prosperity, a 
full treasury <H1d peace i.n Lhe province~. Even so most 
of his reign was taken up by w:irs .rnd he was a gifted 
military leader for which reason he rook Lucius Verns 

1' L. Veri.1s 1 
M Au1-elius 

+- Lucius Verus 
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(no~. 12-14) as LO-ruler and Jl\o tm1cr \On of A. 

Pius. One of h1\ fo~t wars was agamst Armenia 
for whLCh he w,1\ known as ARMENlACVS. 
first taken hy Verus in 163 JJl<l h} M.ircu' Au­
relius 111 164 (no\. 7, 13). 1\5 a rc\ulr of m.i­
king pc.ice wnh the Panh1am he got the title 
PARTHIC..V<.; MAXIMVS (~re.11 P.uthi.m 
conqueror). ll1e common triumph w.1s celeb­
rated 111 loo (no. 14) and the fol lowing ye,1r 

both took the tirle of PATER PATRIAE. A 
new catastrophe nl1\\ menaced the rntire em­

pire. the armie, \preadmg the plague to Rome 
it,df. Verus hirmcll died in 169 and M.1rw' Aure­

liu' went Lo war lg.1in~t rhe Germ.ms. Sarm;1ti.in~. 
Quad1 and M.mom.inni. He now got the tnle of 
GERMANICY~. 172. .md SARMATTCVS. 175 

bUL succu mbcd to ,1 new i.ntlux of the:: pl,1gue. 

The l.ist representative of the Anromni 
dyna,t}· wa' Com modus. the 'on .rnd mcces­
~or ofM.ircus Aurelius (no,. 17. 18). He was 
the tot.11 oppo~ite of all hi' predcccs~ors. He 
dem.mdcd to be showered wirh go<lly ho­
noun and equated h1msetr with Her.Kies 

whose cull had been extended during rhe Ano­
nrni rule. He spent much of hi, time persecuung 

the Senate and 'pent large sums on enterta111ments 
.md gi.ldiatorial game~ 111 which he rook pan hjmself. 

J\, :i re\Ult of such behaviour rhere w,1, .1 conspiracy 
.1gains1 him and he w,H killed. 



14. CLODIUS ALBINUS - IULIA MAESA 

l. Clodiu\ Alb111u\. 193-197: AE. <t'.\latiw. 193-195. 
Sepum1u' Sc\'cru~. 193-211 

2. AE, m1a11w. 211. Rom11 (Photograph) 
3. AE, >eJ/t'f//U.\ 202-210. Roma 
-!. AR. d1'J111ri11.1. 202-210 
5. AV. iltl/'t'U~. 207 

Lu 11 ;i Do m n .1 , h i ~ w i f e 

6. AE . . ~1·s11•r1111.1. 211-217, Roma 
7. AR. dm,1riu.1, 196-211. Rama 

::::aracalla. 198-217 

8. A£ sntati11(. 214. Ro11111 (Photograph) 
9. AR, 1111tomnutn11s. 213-217, Roma 

10. Pl.rntill,1, his wite: AR, denariu~. Roma. 
(Photogr.1ph) 

'.:;e i a. 209-212 

11. AE, m. Ro11111, 211 
l2. Alt dm,1ri11.1. 200-202. Roma 
13. Macrinu~. 217-218. AE, as, ]Jn-June 218, Roma 
14. D1.1dume111anu' (Cll<'Jar). his son~ AE. Jt"lt'r/1111 

:.tag.ib.tlu~. 218-222 

15. AE. •es1,.,-1i111, (Photograph) 
I o. AV, 11111rm, l.. 222. Roma 
17. AR, dm1mw, c 222, Rmmi 
18. P.1u l.1, Im fi 1sl wife; AR, den.mus 
19. Aquil1J Scver,1, lrn second wife, AR. dmarim 
W. Iuli.1 S0Jem1.1s. h" motlwr: AE.. <nlat1111 

~l. Iuli.1 M.ies.i, hi~ grandmother; Af. >t'.(/t'r/im 
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-+ Septimius Severus 

-+ lulia Domna 
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Alter Lhe short reign or two emperors (T 13, no~. 21-22; 
23-24), Lucius Septimius, the founder of the new Seven 
dyn,1sty, became the emperor (nos. 2-5). He wa~ proclai­
med emperor by the Pannonian legions in opposition 
to rhe candidaLes supporLed by the army in Britannia 
(Clodius Albinus, no. 1) Jnd Syria (Pescenius Niger, 'f. 
13, no. 25). He adopted Clodius Albmus and at first 
they ruled together umil there was a rebellion ,1gainst 
them which they managed to crush. He was not on very 
good terms with the Senate and was more concerned 
with rhe army. He was tnvolved in rnany wars as can be 
seen from his titles. Already in 193 he became PERT 
(inax, persistent), in 194 PATER PATRIAE, for hi~ vic­
tories in the East in 195 ARABICVS and ADIABEN­
ICVS, in 198 PART(icus) MAX(imu~) and finally in 210 
BRIT(,mnicus). He mmted COll1S m the east. of military 
character chiefly, .ind, as was customary, in Rome mrn­
ted coins showing his wifo Julia Domna (nos. 6, 7). There 
wJ~ a crisi~ while he wa~ ruler whith wa~ reflected in 
rhe moneta1y system as the silver bullion began to lose 
its purity. 

The financial crisis continued during the reign of his 
sons Caracalla (nos. 8-10) and Gera (no~. 11, 12). 
Although they began to reign together Caracalla very 



\OOn murdered his brother .rnd continued Lo re1g.n alo­
ne. He g..Hned Lhe same t1tb ,1, hi~ father ex<.:ept that 
.1frer his w,u with the Alanunni he became GER.\1A:'\­
ICV"i in 213. At the end of 214 he introduced new sil­
ver coins (mixed with copper) and gave them his offi­
lial name antonintcmus. The coins were gr,Klu,1lly 
reduced in ~ilver content .md in the '>econd h.1lf of che 

+- Plaut1la 

+- Geta 

+- F lagab;;lus 
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1' Paula 1' Aquilia Severa 

chird century were copper only and disappeared after 
the moneta1y reform of Consramine I (no. 9). Charac­
teristic of his coins were rhar the laurel crown was rep­
laced by a radiate crown on the emperor's head and a 
half moon was shown below the bust of a woman of 
his family. At first the weight was double that of the de­
nar but with time it became less. 

After the short and in no '''ay remarkable reign of 
Macrinus (nos. 13, 14), (he signed an unsatisfacrory 
peace for the Roman empire with the Partbians 
217/218), Elagabalus (nos. 15-17) came to power. He 
worshipped the Sun God (he was born in Syria) and 
tried to extend the worship of this deity throughout the 
empire. More coins showing women were minted at this 
time than at any other and we have a whole range of 
women's portraits. He minted coins for each of the 
three wives.Julia Paula (no. 18), Aquilia Severa (no. 19) 
,md Annia Faustina, for his mother Julia Soemias (no. 
20) and grandmother Julia Maesa (no. 21). 

t lul1a Soaemias 1' lulia Maesa 



5. ALEXANDER SEVERUS -
HILIPPUS II 

lexan<ler Severus. 222-235 

.. AE. stsll'Yl111s, 229 
~- AR, dmar1us, 233 

ilia Mamaca, his mother 

I. AR, denarim 
L AE, Sf.\lfflll<S 

:. Orbiana. hi~ wite; AR, drmuiu; (Photograph) 

aximinus I, 235-238 

'· AR, dm11r111s, 236, Roma 
'. AE. s1•sterli11s, 236-238, Romrl 
:. M.lXlmus, hi$ son; AE, sesta1111s, 236-238, Roma 

ordiJnu~ I. mid-March - 6 April 238 

'. AE. ststrrllus. Rom,1 
. A~ no. Q; AR, denamfS, Rom11 
. Gord1anu~ ll, March - April 238, son and 

co-ruler; AR, denarius, Roma 
. Balbinus. April - July 238; AR, 11nto11i11utmJ.r. 

Ro11111 

1p1enus, April - July 238 

. AR, tmtonimanus, Roma 

. AE, mtertius. Roma 

ordirnus 111, 238-244 

. AE. {fsttr1111s. 241-243. Roma 

. anton111ia11111, 238-239. Aminr/1111 

lilippus I, 244-249 

. AE. sr.strrt1us, Romtt 

. a111omn11mus, 248. Roma (Photogr,1ph) 
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0Lacil1a Severa, his wife 

19. AE. scsterliuJ, Roma 
20. antoniniaizus. 248, Roma (Photograph) 

Philippus LI, 244-249. the son of 
Phi lip I 

21. AE. sestertim. Roma 
22. antoninianus. Antiod1ia (?),hybrid 
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Alexander Severns (nos. 1. 2) now came to power. Ela­
gabalus was persuaded by Julia Maesa m Jdopt Alexan­
der Sevcrus as his son. Smee Alexander Severus w,Vi 

young most of Lhe power was in rhc h.mds of his grand­
mother Iuli<1 Maesa and mother Julia MJmJea (nos. 3, 
4). Good rctHiqm wcK c~tabli~htd with the Senate ,rnd 
at first there was much attention paid to building (re­
construction of the Flavi,m amphitheatre, building of 
the ,1queduct /iq:m !lle .. mndrint1}. He wa~ very well edu­
caLed and for this reason hi~ early rnim h.ive d.issic.11 
range or emblems, deitie~ Qup1ter, 110. 2) and personifi-



cauons. Hi~ mother pern1aded him in 225 to marry 
OrbiMM, ,1 woman from a patrician fami ly (no. 5). In 
the east he waged war with rhe Parthians and after tlul 
went to the Rhine Lo pUl down the Germans. There he 
and his mother were vicrims of <i rebellion by Maxi mi­
nus T, one of the military le<Jders, born in Thrace. who 
w~s procl.iimed the new emperor (nos. 6, 7). He fir$t 
'oughr military honours and conquered the Germans 
in 236 taking the title GERMANJCVS MAXIMVS (grea­
test victor over the Gennans) and gave his son, Maxi­
mus (no. 8), who alre<ldy had the title of Caesar (cacsar 
successor) the title ofGERMANJCVS. In the short time 
of .i ye<lr m 238 there were four emperon in quiLk sut-
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cession who ruled from one to Lhree months: Gordia­
nu~ I and II in Africa (no~. 9-11 ), Balbin us and Pupie­
nus in Rome (nos. 12-14). with Gordianus IIT as Caesar. 

I he two Gordia111 were killed u1 Africa and Pupienus, 
after the murder of Maximinus and his son in 

Aquileia, was killed while returning to Rome to­
gether with Balbinus. The Senate decl.ired Gor­
dianus Il1 emperor (nos. 15, 16). He gave Vimi­
tltlcium (Kostolac, Serbia) the status of colony 
and it mimed its own bronze coins with P M 
S COL VIM reverse (provincimMoesiae Superio­

ris Co!o11ic1 Vimi11acium). Money was also minted 
in the east in Antioch (no. 16). There were w,us 

in Africa and against the Persians. After six years 
of rule be died or was killed. Philippus I from Arabia 

came to the throne (nos. 17, 18) d.lld for co-ruler he took 
hi~ son (nos. 21, 22). He made peace with the Persians 
but fought against many of the barbarian tribes. He 
took the titles PERSICVS, GERMANICVS, CARPICVS. 
There was great discontent during his rule and several 
aspirant emperors appeared in the provinces (i.e. Pam­
l!imus in Moesia and Pannonia. f0Lapi1.inus in Syria md 
Cappadocia). He sent Traianus Decius to Pannonia to 
put an end to such claims. Bm the .umy declared De­
cius emperor and killed Philippus and bis ~on. 



16. TRAIANUS DECIUS - SALONINUS 

Tr.1i,rnus Decius, 2-l8-251 

1 AE. 1t'.11rr11m, 249-251, Romt1 
2. 1111/oninianus, 249-251, Roma 

Etruscil \ ,1, his wife 

3. AE. scstat111s. Roma 
4. A~ no. 3, 11ntonm1anus, Roma 

Herennius Etruscus. 250-251, their son 

5. AF., frYlatius,Rnma 
6. AV, 1tlfr<'1ts, 1<011111 

Hostilianus, 250-251. their son as well 

7. AE, dupondius or as, Roma 
8. antrminianus, 251, Antiochia 

Trl'bonirnus Gallus, 251-253 

9. tmto11mimms, /'/ntwchia (Photograph) 
10 Al·. se;talius, Roma 
11 Volu\ianu~. 251-253, his \On; mrtonini11r111.1, 

A111tod1ia 
11. Aemili.mus. May/June - Sept/ Oct. 253; 

tmlu11i11111nm, Roma 
13. Cornelta Supera, his wifr; 1mt111111111111us, Romtl 

VJlcrianus I , 253-259 

14. Ar~ 1fsta1i11.1, 257-258, Roma 
15. mztoninianm. 253, AntiodJia (Photogr.1ph) 
16. M.iriniana, probably hi~ 'ernnd wife, 

,111/nni11i11nu., 256, Rnm11 

Gallienus, 253-268 

17. AV, q111mmu1. Roma 
18. AE. s1·sft•r/111s, 253, Roma 
19. r111tom11u111m. 256-257. Roma 
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Salonina, his wife 

20. antonini,mus. Asitt (Photograph) 
21. AE, as, 255-256, Roma 
22. Valerianus II. d. 255. their elder son, anloninifmus, 

256-259. Roma 

23. Saloninm, d. 258. their younger son. anromma11us, 

255, Antiorhra 

The series of army-emperors conlinued with Traianus 
Decius, rhe fir~t of several Pannonia-born emperors (he 
w.u born not far from Simti11m, nos. l, 2). 1 Ie took hi~ 
older son Herennius ,\s co-ruler .md sent him to the 
D.mubian frontier (Caesar 250), and later nominalcd 
his younger son Hostilianu~ Caesar. He fought with the 
Gorhs (VICTORIA GERMANICA, conqueror of the 
Germans) but lost his life in Thrace together with the 
son H erenn ius. Etruscus. He was fi.1llowed by T rebonia­
nu~ Gallus (nos. 9, 10), the governor of Mocsia. who 
had hi1melf bee!l proclaimed emperor by his soldier:.. 
He look hi5 son Volusi,rnus (no. 11) <lS Caesar to be co­
rnier and prob.ibly also Ho~Liliamt~. the ~on of Traia­
nus Oe<ius. HostiliJnus very soon died either from pla­
gue or T. Gallus had him killed. T. Gallm made peace 
with the Goths and began to move to Rome. In the 



meantime Acmilianus (no. 12), the goYernor of Upper 
Moesia was proclaimed emperor by Im soldiers and mo­
ved towards Italy against T. Gallus who was prepa­
ring J campaign in Gaul and Germany against 
V<ilerianu; who the army. dissatisfied with Gal­
lus, had proclaimed emperor. On the w:iy he 
and his son were killed by their own soldiers. 
The Senate now recognised Aemilianus as 
emperor bur after on ly ruling for three mon­
ths he was killed in anion by Valerianus. 

During all th1~ period the minb in Rome 
and Antioch were working and probably T. 
Gallus and his son had mints in North Italy 
and Milan for the needs of their troops. In ..1ddi-
tion for the whole period the mint in Viminacium 
w.is working. 

Valeri:inus (nos J-1-15) now became emperor and 
took his son Gallienus (nos. 17- 19) ,1s co-ruler with the 
title augu.fli.fs. Rebellion began on all frontiers and Vale­
riJrrns went Lo Asi,i Mmor Lo c;rn1pai.gn againsr rhe Per­
si.ins who had devastated Antioch and sent Gallienus 
to the Rhine and Danube frontiers to campaign against 
the Gauls and other Germans. 

The Franb attacked Spain acros5 southern Gaul and 
the Scythians. plundered part~ of the Empire. Valerianus 
fell into the hands of the Persians md probably died a 
prisoner in 260. During the time he was co-ruler he re­
gistered his military victones on coins: VICTORIA 

+- Herennius Etruscus 

-t Hos:thanus 

+- Trebonianu$ Gallu$ 
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+- Volus1anus 

PARTHICA {VKtory OYer the PJrth1Jm) in ,e,·eral ,-er­
sions and VICTORIA GER~lA.."ICA 256, VICfORIA 
MAX TER 257 (gre.uest conqueror three times) and seve­
ral other tide~. GJ!henus was left .1lonc .ind rhe empire 
wa~ threatened on all side5. 

During the rule of Valeri.u1Us .rnd G,\ll1enus several 
mims were active: m the Easl in / l11tl11ch, than Rome, il1e­
diolanum (Milan), Coloma AgrippiM (Cologne). Treveri 
(Trier) ~md G.illienus founded one in Sisdt1 (Sisak). That 
in Vimmar111m ceased to funct1on Both ruler~ minted 
co111s ~howing theJT wives, Valerianu' afrer her dearh 
for t-.Lmniana (she probably died before he \\'JS proclai­
med emperor, no. lb) and Galhenm for S.tlonrna (nos. 
20. 21 ) and for their sons (nos. 22, 23). 
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17. MACRIANUS - MAGNIA URBICA 

1. /\1.icrianu\ iun .. 261-262 (Oncnt): <111to11i111~mH.\ 
,;l!!1iad1i11 

2. Quietm, 261-262 (Orient): a111011111ia11us. ,fo1wdna 

The G.1ll1t· Empire, 259-273 (no). 3 to 8) 

3. Po~tumus, 260-268; 1wl111w11a11w. Cologne 
4. LJeli,1nu~. 268: 1mtoniJ1ia1111s, Mop,11111111am1 

5. Viuorinm. 265-268; 11ntomni.m11.1, Cologne 
6. /\1Jrim, 268; a11t11111111afll/5. Cologne 
7. 'JC1ricu~ sm .. 271-274; <llllu1111111111m, IA~dumau? 
it Tetricu~ iun., 27.3-274: 1mloum11mu.i 

CIJud1t1' II Gochicu~. 268-270 

9. 1111!011ini111rus, Antiochia (PhotogrJph) 
LO. AV, 1111rm.1, .Mediolanum 

Quinrillu\, 270. the brother of 
Cl.1ud1u\ II. Gothicus 

11. 111t11111i11i111ms •• lft'dwii111m11 

12. 1111to11i11i1111w, S1sa11 

AureliJnus, 270-275 

13. 111110111111111111s, Sisar1 (Photogr,1ph) 
14. t111t11111111a1111s. Tlmmm 
15. 111m•11.i, .ll11tmch111 

16. Scver111,1. his w1te: antom111m111.1, L11/!,d11!111m 

17. Aurcli.111us - v,1balathu~. lllJ(Ollll/ltO//l.\, ll11tiod•/({ 

rn. '!at iru,, 275-276. m1to11i11ianm. Ti1 i1111111 

19. flori.rnm. 276. antoni11i111111.1, Ti<i1111m 



Probus, 276-282 

20. 1mtoninianus, Rom!{ 
21. rmto11inia1111s, Roma (Photograph) 
22. Carus. 282-283, f(}ttonini1mus,Anriochia 
23. Carin us, 283-285, tmtnnini1mus, Roma 
24. Numerianus, 283-284, 1tnloniniamfs, Antiochia 
25. Magni<! Urbjca, the wife of Guin us, antovinia11t(S, 

Roma 

+- Claudius II. Goth1cus 

+- Qu1ntillus 

Gallienus was killed in 268 by his own soldiers who 
proclaimed CLiudius JI (nos. 9-10) emperor; he was 
born somewhere in Illyricum. He was an outstanding 
military commander, defoiting the Germans in the 
north, while from the east he was menaced by the GOLhs 
who he defrated with his last strength in 269 near what 
is today Nis. For this victory he gained the title GOTH­
! CVS (Gothic). The Goth~ spread the plague throug­
hout the Balkans .rnd Pannoma and the emperor him­
self fell victim to iL Briefly he was succeeded by his 
brother Quimillus (nos. 11-12} but 1.he Pannonian le­
gions proclauned Aurelianus emperor. Already in the 
nme of Gallienus one of the army commanders called 
Postumus (no. 39) had defeated the German~ on the 
Rhine and he made use of this conquest to detach 
Spam, Britain ;md Gaul from the Rornan empire and 
form a new province called the Gallic Empire of which 
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he proclaimed himself emperor (nos. 3-8). Tlm cm· 
pirc began m the middle or Lhe second part of 160 

and lasted for ,1bout fifteen years. There \\'J' .1 \UC· 

cession of emperors which caused great trouble 
in Rome until the last of them. Tcmcus I (no. 7) 
in the middle of27..t, by agreement, lost J dedsi· 
ve baule and transferred allegiance to Aurelianus 
- in this way the Gallic empire was returned to 

Rome. The problems of a period of warfare .ire 
best reflected in the monetary system. More money 

is needed than in peacetime which meam a foll in qu.1· 
lity and in gu<lranteed we1ghr. The mints were overloa· 

ded. the workmen untramed. mflatton be!,!.,ln .rnd 
with it a scnous imperial cnsts. There were a num· 

ber ot oflic.1al mmts. m Rome, Milan. Lyon. 
Cologne. Tncr and S1sak, and two more in the 
east (Antioch and C)z1rns). 

Aurelianus, born in Pannonia, not lar from 
Sm11i11m ( nos. 13-15) was an energetic and erti­

cicnt ruler and first turned his attenuon to mi­
litary matters (CONCORDIA MILI1VM, Mili­

tary unity, VrinVS ILLVRICl (sid), (virtue and 
excellence of the lllyric.111 warrior~), and then LO mont:· 

tary reform C$peci,1lly reorganisation of the mum and 
the quahty of the coms. He foughr successfully c.1gc.1imt 
the Germam. Goth' and Parthians but when he attJ· 
eked rhe Pernam, he was murdered by Im officers in 
Thrace. It is not \Urpri,ing that he wa~ given the title 
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RESTITVfOR ORBIS (restorer ol the world) which is 
often impressed on hi~ coins, In .1c.l<l1tion to the exist­
ing mims he Jlso m1me<l coim 111 Sad/(/J Jnd Tripolr<. 
After a short time the older an<l d1rn11gu1\hed \enator 
1:.1citus came to 1hc 1hrone (no. 18) who was considered 
to be a descend,rnt o( the t:unous historian Cornelius 
'facirns of the I and 2 c (this rcl.lt1onsh1p has not 
been contirmed). He only had one v1norY VICTORIA 
GOTHJCA after which he died .1 n.llural death and was 
succeeded br Im halt:bro1her Flori.mus (no. }Q), He was 
not accepted in Syna where Probus w.is prefect and for 
this reason did noc mini money in Antioch and Tnpcr 
/is where the mi111s were under 1he rnmrol of Probus. 
He only ruled for three monrh~ . 

The army prodaimed Probus emperor, born in Pan­
noma. He ruled fo1 a little over six years (nos. 20, 21) 
and was outstandinglr clfo:ient both ruling the empire 
and 111 economil lifo. The army was engaged in various 
peaceful pursuits sULh as road building. strengthening 
the frontiers, draining tn;irshcs and pl.mting vineyards 
etc. He freed Gaul lrom b.irbari.rn invasion, brought 
peaceful organisation to Illyricum, Thrace :.lnd Upper 
Egypt, Jnd made pc.lee with the Pc1~1Jm. Therefore on 
coins he 1s frequentl}' foun<l in complete military uni­
form w1lh an emperors cloak and wid1 the imcription 
VIRl\fS PROBI AVG or !NVICTVS (inv111cible). He 
mamtamed rhe 4ualirv of COtn\ which were mimed in 
eight mi1m wi1h numerous workshop~. The army n1.1de 

~ Probus 
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him emperor. ,rnd rhe army killed him. being dissatis­
fied with rhe discipline thar he imposed. 

The troops in RaetiJ <Hld Noncum now prochunml 
Cams emperor and he took hi~ two som as cac~a rs, fi r~t 
Carinus ,md then Numenanus (nos. 22-25); subsequen­
tly, boLh were given the title of tl/Jgttstt1s, C.mnus while 
his father w,1s altve ,rnd Numerianus after l1JS death. Ca­
rinus remained iu Rome to oversee the western frontiers 
and Numeri,rnus conquered the Sarmatae <Uld Qu,1di 
and attacked Pers1,1. Cuus died or wa5 killed and Nu­
merianus succeeded to the throne bm he too was killed 
or died of an illness in Tiuace. 



18. DIOCLETIANUS - LICINIUS IUN. 

Dioclclianus, 284-305 

I. AE,jrJ/hs 
2. A E, an ton iniarrus, Siscra 
3. AR, argenteus (Photograph) 
4. AV, aureus, Rom11 

Maximianus Hercu1ius, 286-305 

5. AE,/il/fir, 305/6, Aquileia 
6. AR, mgenleus 
7. AV, a11re.us, 293-294, Treveti 
8. Diocletianm - Maximianus Herculius, AE 

(Photograph) 

Constant t us I Chlorus, 293-306 

9. AE.follis, 302- 303, Roma 
10. AR, argcnteus, c. 295, Nicomed1a 
ll. Helena, the wife of Constantius Ch1orus 

Ga1erius Max1mianus, 293 - 311 

12. AE,jol/is, 310-311, Roma 
13. AR argmteus. 298-299. Roma 
14. AE.,fo/lis, c. 301, Sima 
15. Galeria Valeria, Diocletian's <laughter, AE.follis, 

311, Alexandria 
16. Severns II, 305-307. AEJolfa cca 307, Cyzicus 
17. Maximinus 11 Daza. 305-3 l 3. AE,jollis, 313, Siscu1 
18. Maxentius. 306-312. AE,follis, c. 308-9/10, 

Tidnum {Photograph) 
J9. Romulus, the son ofMaxentius, AE.Jollis, 

308-310, Roma 

Licinius sen . , 307- 324 

20. AV. aureus, 313-314, SerdiCI; 
21. AE,fo!lis, cca 311, Nicomedia (Photograph) 
22. AR,jollis, 320, Siscia 

fHE lAC!l1EB I 
AHCHAEOLOGICAl 

MUSEUM 97 
NUMISMATIC 
COLLECT;ON 

GUIDE 



98 

Licinius iun., the ~on o f Licinius I 

23. AEJollis, 319-320, Sisrir.i 
24. AE. 319-320. Ticimmz 

.+ Maxim1anus Hercul!us 
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Diocletian (nos. 1-4) was born i_n Dalmatia, he was a 
notable mi litary commander and very soon after he had 
succeeded as emperor he began to reorganise the em­
pire. Following the principate mtroduced by Augustus 
he introduced the dominate. The emperor became Domi­
nus, master of all his subjects. Thus on some msuip­
tions we find the title D(ominus) N(oster) (Our Master). 
His next step was to divide power. As equal co-niler he 
took Maximianus (nos. 5- 7) and each of these augusti 
took a catsar, a rank one step lower. Tim was rhe begin­
ning of the tet rarchy, the rule of four emperors. Diocle­
tian took control of the eastern empire with its centre 
in Nimmediu with caesar Galerius Maximianus (nos. 12-
14). The western empire was under Maximianus with 
its centre first in Milan and later in R111.1ermr1, his caesar 
being Constantius Chlorus (nos. 9- 10). Dioclet1an proc­
laimed himself the son ofJupitcrJ011i1!f, and Maximia­
nus Herculius (son of Hercules). This is seen on the coim 
reverse, i.e. 10V1 CONSERVATOR! Qupiter, guardi;in, 
saviour of the emperor), HERCVLI DEBELLAfORI 
(Hercules conqueror), HERCVLI PACIFERO (I-krcules 
pacifier), HERCVLJ V1CTORI (Hercules victor). In 



.,_ ConstantJus I Cnlorus 

+- Helena 

,pin: of the division of power Diocleuan remained the 
>upreme ruler He cJrried out man} reforms. that wluch 
intereq> us most here being his moner.uy reform of 
294. During the tetmchy (293-307) the following mints 
worked in the empire: londi11i11m (297-324/325), Tm1eri 
(29-1-413), Lugd111111m (294-Sc.}. Tic mum (29-1 326), rlqui­
/1•111 (294-324/ 325 and ag,1in 334/ 335--123). Ro1111 (294-
5c.) .. Canh.1ge (296-311 }. SiW<l (294-5c ). Scrdff1t 

(3031 304-308 .. ind .113), 77.less<llonim (300-.5t.}, Htr<lcUi/ 

(294-298 and 305-Sc.), Niromedia (294-Sc). C)'Zims 
(294-491), Antioch (294-462) andA!o.~mdria (294-450). 
I le introduced two m:w coins in silver .inJ copper. A 
new pure silver coin. the azy,enteus to repl.1ce the old de-
1111rim, and in copper thefii//is (the rnntemporary name. 
protes\ionally known JS nummus). 
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The second terrarchy compared to the first lasted a 
very ~hort time, not even a full year, from 305-306, un­
der ,rngust Galcrius (formerly caesar to Diocletian) with 
Ma.ximinus Daza as caesar (no. 17) and :rngust Constan­
tius Chlorus (formerly caesar to Maxim1anus Hercu­
lius) and Severus Il as the cacsar (no. 16). The third tet­
rarchy ,1Jso lasted less t han a year 306-307. The augusti 
were Galerius and Severns IT and caesars Maximinus 
Daza and Constantine I and Maxcntius (who in the 
same period became august, no. 18), who opened still 
another mint Ostia, in 308/9. 

Under these Lhree tetsarchies the coins of Dioclet1an's 
reform showed a change in the style of portraying the 
empero.r. The head was ,1lrno~t uniformly wide, almost 
~quare with a strong neck. This portraiture was not only 
found on coin~ bur on sculpture also ,md was the style 
of the lime until the reign ofConst<mtine J when ir en· 
<led. They were years of constant w.irfare between the 
empire and the barbarians and the rulers among them­
selves. Diodetian wa~ one of the rare Roman emperors 
who retired from the throne, and passed his last days 
in comfort in hi5 palace in what is today Split and died 
ot natural causes. His idea of a harmonious ~hared rule 
.imong four rulers did not work long and after their 
mutual dissention it was Constantine I (Constantine 
the Great) who emerged victoriom. at first in conjun­
ction with Licinius I (nos. 20-22). 



19. CONSTANTIN US I - IULIANUS 11 

Constantinus 1, 306/7-337 

1. AE.fo!!is, 307-309. Treveri (Photograph) 
2. AE.jolfis. 307, Tidnum 
3. AV. solidus. 335. Nicomedir1 
4. Fausta, the wite of Constantine I; AE.jo!lis. 

318-319, Thessalomm 
5. Urbs Roma. AE.jollis 
6. Con~tantinopolis. AEJoilis. between .BO ,rnd 335 

(Photograph) 
7. Crispus. d. 326: AE.jollis. 324-5, Nicomed/[/ 

Consr<ins, 333-350 

8. AV. so/{(/us, 337-347. An11ochi,1 
9. AR, 340-350, Sisria 

Constantius II, 324-361 

lO. AR, si!iqur1, 351-355, Cons/1m/111opo!1s 
11. AV, solidus, 351-355, Cor/.&/.tJntwopolis 
13. Constantinus TI., 317-340, AEJi11/is. 321. 

Lugdu1111m 

Vetranio, 350 

12. AE, 350 Si:raa (Photograph) 
14. AE, 350, S1sria 

Magnentius, 350-353 

15. AE. 350, Roma 
16. AE, 350-352. Aqui!cifl (Photograph) 
17. Decentius, 351-353. AE. 351-353. Lu,t:duman 
18. Co1mamiu~ Gallu~. AE. 351-354. The.\Ja/uniw 

Tulianus 11 (Philosopher, Apostate), 355-363 

19. AE, 361-363, Stscirl 
20. AR, reduced sdiqur1. 360-363, Lt{f!,dt1num 
21. AV. ~·o!idus, 361-363. Sirmi11m 
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Constant1nus I 

~ Fausta 

Constantine a.nd Licrnius ruled together for ren years 
after which they fell out. Licmiu~ was defeated, driven 
om and killed. Constantine 1 (nos. 1-4) ruled until his 
dearh together with his som. This penou, which was 
one of many imponanr developmenr~ wirhin the em­
pire, is remembered as the Age of the Constantines. The 
first to attain the honour of caesar in 317 were Crispus, 
Constantine II and T..icinus Il and l.ttcr Constantius JI. 
324, and Constans 333. After rhe death ofConsrantine 
I hi~ three ~ons ruled together. Const:.mtine 11 (no. 13) 
was re~ponsible for the western provinces, Constans 
(nos. 8, 9) for the central and Constantius II (nus. 10, 
11) tor the eastern pan of the empire. In 350 J usurper 
named Magnenuus arose (nos. 15, 16) who made his 
brother Decent1w. C.aes.:ir (no. 17) and in the B..:ilkans 
Vetramo (nos. 12, 14). ln 351Constant1u~11 n,1mcd his 
cousin Comtanllus Gallus (no. 18) as caesar, conquered 
his enemies in Gaul and again gained control of the 
whole empire. After the remov.11 of ConstJntius G~11lus 
in 35..J his halfbrother lulianus became caesar the follo­
wing year, and in 360 his army proclaimed him augus­
tus (nos. 19-21 ). Constant1us died in 361, which preven­
ted J strt1.ggle between them and Iulianu~ was proclaimed 
emperor. 

Durmg his reign Consranrme I made many impor­
tant changes. After many rears of pcnccution or the 
Christians (lasting from the fim cenmry and particu-

-t Cons<anttnus II. 



+- Cons1ans 

l.1rly viciom during the time ol Oiodetian) with L1ci­
nius l he sent ol.liuah an order on the basis or which 
the Edict of Mil,in W<lS p.1ssed Ill 313 .1ccording to 
which the Chmt1.111 reltgron w.h to bt: considered equal 
to the ol<l reli!don. Thi' wns soon reflected in the corns 
on wlm:b Chri,ti.111 \ymbol' were \CCn with increasmg 
frequency, e\peci,1lly the thristogram Cl ll-RO. Consran­
tine followed hi' predece,sor Dioclet1.111 .111d g.we grear 
impoitolll.t: tu tl1t: E.1,t in wlmh. in JJO. he founded a 

new c.ipit,1! Col1\t.11mnoplc (Com/,mtmopolts) where he 
e~tabfahed ,\ mint. the fou nd.uion \tllne of which \'-lS 

IJid in 32-1 Jnd whid1 bq,:.111 working .i tew years later 
in 326. Here he ~howcd tu~ adherence w rhe p.igJn reli­
gion by rai,ing .1 great \t,11uc to Helio~. the 'un god. 
Jnd ,1 number of p.1~.rn building~ ('.uch a~ .1 temple to 

rhc g.oddess Fortun,1) hom 330-335 tOlfl\ were numed 
with inscription CONSIANTI'\OPOLIS and on the 
re\'ene Vinory (no. 6). Hl did not lorget the old capi­
t,11 in which .1 ~crie' of wim were rnmreJ with lhc in­
'><.ription VRBS ROMA (ur\ of Ronlt') .111d obvw,e the 
:.he-wol(w1th RomuJu, and Rcmm (no. 5). There were 
many nC\\ development\ urncernmg ihe monetary svs­
lcm. In 1hc W1.:~1 111 31 ~ 1he Osri,1 1111111 was abolished 
.ind J new one ope1wd in G.1ul, in .rlrclr1te (Aries): this 
cit\' 111 honour of Comt.1nt111e II in 32R chdngcd its 
name to Comta11t111a whi< h w.1s recorded on com~ as 
COl\ST. The mints in Ltlndon (32•i/5) ;ind Ticmum 
(326) were .iho do~cd. But 111 326 ,1 new one w.is ope­
llt'U 111 Com1J111111ople. l\1.1gnenc1m 111 J.'iO openctl J 

new mint in .rlm/!1;11111111 (An11en,) which .1fter J 'hort 
perioJ of minting in hi' re1~n do,ed t11 353. Some new 
denomin.uion' were produu·d. The gold 1mr.w w.1'> rep-
1.t~·eJ br the wlulus. ti1~1 Ill Ttr.•rn .1nd from 31-1w.is1s­
~ue<l 111 the enme we,icrn part ot the empire. It w.i' m-

+- Constantius II 
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traduced in the east only in 324 afrer the victo1y over 
Licinius. A little earlier an .ittractivc portrait ofL1cinius 
mfi1Cl'was shown on the cmrez in N1roml'dia (321/2). The 
solidus remained, and continued 111 Bp..ance even Jftcr 
the fall of the Western Empire a' did the smussts which 
was half its v.ilue. Very high quality silver coins were 
produced from the same year, 324, the miliarms1s in va­
rious weights. From 348. during the reign of Constan­
tiu~ 11 a new smaller denomination, the siliqua was in­
troduced. There were also new copper coins. ln the 
monetary reform 0048 under Comtanlius lI and Con­
stans a new larger denomination was introduced. the 
mmorma in varied weights but its mmting slopped 
about 395, when" lesser denomination was introduced 
and the emission was completed with coins half the va­
lue of tho~e of 379. A copper coin of even larger value 
was now produced about 353 by Magnentms and on it 
tor the first tune Christian symbols c!ppeared on Ro­
man co111s: the c.hristogr;1m CHI-RO nanked by 1rlpha 
and omega. The same <.:oins were m.inted by Ju lianus 
Apostate who. the opposite of Magnentius. put on lus 
corns .in overtly pag,rn symbol, the bull (Ap1s, no. 19). 
He .idhcred to the Roman belief in many gods as 1.:an 
be <een from his nickname ('Arroc:no.rq.; - renegade. 
which 1s what he wa~ called br the Christians) JS did lo­
vianus also. 

Tiu: emperor\ mle obverse was changed by Constan· 
lius' ~ons and instead of1MP(emtor) ir became the rule 
to use D(ominus) N(oster) which had begun to be used 
in the reign of Diocletan. I-he hust of the emperor was 
nol shown with a rayed crown or a laurel wrearh b11t 

with two kinds of diadem. with pearls or with n1setrcs. 



20. IOVIANUS - IULIUS NEPOS 

l. lovi.rnu\, 363-364: AE, lhnsalom,;1 

Va I e n t i n i .1 n u ~ I . 3 6 4 - 3 7 5 

2. AE, Siscm 
3. AR, (i!i1j1w, 367 375. Tm'l'ti 

Valen~. 364-378 

4. AE, 367-375, Romtt 
5. AV, m!idu<, 367-37.5. Th"l·cr1 
6. AR, si!iqua, 367-375, /lntiorhw (Photograph) 

Gratianus, 375-383 

7. AE, 378-383, Ard1ll<' 

8. AV. so!idut 367-375. Trt"i'<'rl 

Valent1nianu' II., 375-392 

9. AE. 378-38.3, Simu 
10. AR, siliqua, 388-392. 1'rt'1.Jert (Photograph) 
11. Theodo~ius I.. 379-395, AE, 383-387, .focia 

12. Flatcill.1, his wifo, AE, 383-384, Sima 

Magnus M.1xiniu~. 383-388 

13. AV, m!1d11s, 383 388, fn'Vcri 
14. AR, .wli111111. 383-388, Tn<1eri 
1.5. Havius Vi~Lor, 383-388, AR, .1i!iqua, 387-388, 

J\1edwlanum 

Honortus, 395-423 

16. Al:, 410-423, Roma 
J 7. AV. iolidu.1, 4 U. Rm,.rmu1 
18. G.11la Placidia, daughtt'r ofTheoJo~im I. sister of 

Honorim. (Photogr.1ph) 
19. lovinus, AR. 411-413, Gt1//ia 
20. Sewru' III .. 461-405; AR 
21. Iuliu' Nepm, 474-475: AV. trims 
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-+ Valenunianus I. 

~ Valens 

1' Grananu' 

lulianu~ was killed m 363 fighting against the Per­
siam and the Jrmy declared Iovianus (no. 1) emperor, 
but m 364, after only a tew months, he died. Valentinia­
nus I now came to the throne (nos. 2-3) and immediJ­
tdy took his brother Valens (nos. 4-6) a5 his co-ruler. 
They were both from Cib11la1~ (Vinkovc1). Valentini.mus 
ruled the Western Empire with its seal according to 

need mainly in Trie1. :.rnd VJlem ruled the eastern with 
its seat in Constantinople. but he oHen lived in An­
tioch. The empire was now menaced not only by inter­
nal dissention but by the variou~ barbarian peoples 
that, after five centuries would become domin,mt and 
cau~e its final downfall. The mint in Milan was opened 
again and exclusively minted gold and ~ilver coins. That 
tn Sirmium wai. closed. Under lulianus ,rnd lovianus the 
production of higher denominations ot copper coins 
ceased and only the smaller values were continued with 
the stereotyped and uninventive reverse GLORIA RO­
MANORVM (Glory ot the Rom.ms) or SECVRITAS 
REPVBLICAE (Security of the state). The <led.nation 
ofV,1lenrinianus' elder son Grati.rnus a~ augu~t was mar­
ked by the minting o( a special type of coin GLORIA 
NOVI SAECVLJ (Glory to the new generation) 111 Art­
/art. In gold the reYerse w.is usually VICTORIA AVGG 
(Victory for the two .1ugusts); in fact this type WJ'> com­
mon to all the mints in western EmpHe. After the death 
of Valentini.mus I m 375 his second mn was proclai­
med emperor as Valennnianus II. On silver coins. be~i­
des the ex1st111g \/RBS RO'tvfA the re1rerse bore a new le­
gend YTRTV~ ROMANORV1v1 (Virtue of the Rom.ms. 
no. HJ). ,rnd the copper REI'ARATIO REIPVB!icac (re­
new,11 ot the 'tate). The emperor's hand is oi.mtretched 
towards a kneeling wom.111 (no. 9) and GLORIA RO-

v1 ~\:IJM 
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+- Valent1nianus II. 

MANORVM, in two types, the emperor in a boat or 
with a A.ig and prisoner. Tn Brirain the emperor was 
procla imed Magnus Maxim us (nos. 13, 14) who took hi~ 
son Victor (no. 15) as co-ruler while in the eastern va· 
riant we find Theodosius I (no. 11) appointed by Gra· 
tianus (nos. 7, 8), who also quickly took his son Arca· 
dius as augustus. Maxim us for a short period reopened 
the London mint while that in Sima sLOpped work in 
387 and was opened for the lasr time for Honorius. In 
this period a new gold denomination began to be min­
ted, rremiss1:(, one third of a solzdus, w1th the inscription 
VICTORIA AVGVSTORVM. The copper inscriptions 
were VlRTVS EXERCITI (sic!) (merit virtue of the ar­
my) and under Theodosius· wife Flaccilla SALVS 
REIPVBLICAE (health, general good to the state, no. 
12). An mnovation in the west was the ttes IV, the smal­

lest denominarion, beanng SPES ROMANORVM 
(hope ofrhe Romans). After rhe death of Magnus Ma­
ximus. Valentin i;rnus II (nos. 9, 10) rt'ig:ned in the wes­
tern empire .ind in rhe eastern Theodosius 1. Pc<lCe in 
the western empire was sharrered by rhe murder ofV,i­
lcntinianus IT after whom Eugenius took power, the last 
emperor to try and reintroduce the pagan religion. Ta­
king no account th.lt the western mints under him issued 

+- Tneodos1us I. 

~ Flaccilla 
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~ Hononus 

1' lui1us Nepos 

coms in their names. Theodosius and Arcadius did not 
recognise him as emperor. Theodosius went to Traly in 
394 and managed to defeat him. For chis campaign he 
dgain opened the mint in Sirmi11m where he minted St>­

lidi. ln this way for ,1 short while he reunited the empire 
but the next year he died raising ro the rank of .wgus­
tus lus younger son Honorius ..is well (nos. 16, 17). Ar­
cad1us and Honorius were too young to take the respon­
sibili1y Jnd the empire was finally divided between 
Arcad1us in the east ,rnd Honorius in the west. In rhe 
west solidi were minted m.tinly m Italian mints inclu­
ding a newly opened one in Ra·venna. where the empe­
ror resided. On the reverse we lind VICTORIAAVGGG 
(victory 10 the three augusti), the emperor with J flJg 
.md 1tlobe pulling a prisoner (no.17). From Theodosius 
on the emperor was more and more frequently shown 
full face wluch was Later consi~tent ly used in the Byzan­
tine Empire. In silver the coins milt1renm, siliqua ,mJ 
smmiquu were mimed and in copper small denomina­
tions. The greatest d;inger for the emplte was posed by 
the barbarian tribes. especially those Ill the north, the 
Visigoths led by Alane. After the Balkans he took Pan­
nonia and Noricum and advanced onto !t,1ly. Peace 
talks failed .is l result of discord and Alaric began to at­
tack Rome, which on che third try he conquered ,md 
destroyed. Jn the meantime the Vandals and Alani took 
the Pyrene1;rn penimula and advanced right down LO 

north Africa. A great threat now came from the Huns 
led by Attil,1. They took some parn of Pannoni,1 .md 
Moesi.i, laid Gaul vV,Vite .ind advanced on north lt.~ly. 
They very soon left Italy and returned to the regions 
beyond the Danube where Attila died .md his stare di­
c;inregr.ued. All this time the emperors of the western 
empire had been changing down to Romulus Augustu­
lus. He was removed from power by Odoacar who ~enl 
the emperor's ms1g111a to Constantinople m 476. Thi~ 
d,ite i\ taken to mark the enJ of the Western Roman 
Empire, although there are 'ome who date HS end to 
480 when Julius Nepos died. 
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21. ROMAN IMPERIAL MINTS 

I. Probu~. 27b-28b 
R": SISCIA PROBI AVG - female figure, centre 
(the per\onilil..'•Hion ot rhe city), 'eared, holding J 

diadem; 11Jnke<l by two river god\ (the ),wa ,111d 
the Kupa), upon waves; in excrgue XXIT 
Ah, antonini.111us, c. 278/9, (Photograph) 

2. Numeri.rnm. 283-284 
Rv· FIDES EXERCIT AVGG - Fidcs. with p.uera. 
~eated I.. tl.1nke<l by rhree m1lnary \l,rnd.ud~: in 
cxngue SMSXXI. 1. in ticld r 
AE, antonini.mm, third ojficin11 

3. D1oclet1anu~. 28-1-305 
Rv: VlRIVS t-111.ITVtvl - gate~ of ..i military c,1mp 
with three towers; in exergue o··srs 
AR . .irgentcus, cca 295, second oftic111.1 

4. Constamim II, 323-361 
Rv: HOC SIGNO VICTOR ERIS - CorlSl.rntiu\, 
in military drc~s. standing l.. holding lab.:irum; 
crowned by Victory; l. in field A, in exerguc ASIS. 
AE. folh\. 350 

5. V alenum.mm I, 364-375 

RY: SALVS REIPVB - emperor standing. mfi1rc 
head turned l , holding labarum and Victory on 

globe. treading down an enemy on knee\; r. in 
field", in excrguc SMSISC (branch) 
AV, ~olidl1\, 364-367 

Roma 

6. Probus, 276-282 
Rv: VICTORIA GERM - trophy between two 
cJpt1ve~; in cxcrgue R (thunderbolt) P 
AE. antonini.rnu~ 
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7. L1cinius pater, 308-324 
Rv: SPQR OJYflMO PRINCIPI - legionary eagle 
between rwo ~tandard~: in e.xergue RP 
Al:., follis, 311- 313 (Phorograph) 

8. Valentini;inus I, 363-375 
Rv: VOTV. MVlT X within laurel wreath, 1n four 
Jines; in exergue RT 
AR, siliqua, 364-367 

Conr,tantinopolis 

9. Con.sta.ntrns IL 337- 361 
Rv: VOTIS/ XXX/ MVLTIS/ XXXX wi thin laurel 
wreath, ill four line~; in exergue c.r 
AR, siliqua, 351-355 

I 0. Constannnus J, 306-337 
Rv: CONSTANTINI-ANA DAFNE - Victory 
se.1tcd upon J cippus, mrned I., holding a palm 
branch; in front trophy, at her fret a kneeling 
captive: left m fie ld A, in exergue CONS"· 
AE, follis, 328-329 (Photograph) 

Sirm1um 

1 l. Constantius II., 337-361 
Rv: VOTlS/ XXX/ MVLTIS/ XXXX within 
laurel-wreath, in four lines: in excrguc SIRM 
AR, siliqua. 35.5-361 

12. Constamius II., 337-361 
Rv: GLORIA-REI-PVBLICAE - personifications 
of Rome and Constancinopolis, seated on 
thrones, facing each other. holdrng shield with 
VOT/ XXX/ MVLT/ XXXX; Rome holding spear. 
Constantmopolis sceptre, her foot upon Lhe stern 
of a ship; in exergue (cresecem with dot) SIRM 
AV, solidus. 351-355 

Aquileia 

13. Maximianus Herculiu~. 286-305 
Rv: VIRTVS AVGG ET CAESS NN - Maximia­
nus. in milit,ny dress. galloping r .. holding shield 
and piercing the i::nerny with a spear, a second one 
kneeling on ground: in exerguc AQl' 
A£, follis, 305-306 

Lugdunum 

14. lulianus Apostata, 360-363 
Rv: SECVRITAS REI PVB - bull, standing r., 
head facing; above "*; in exergi.1e LVGDOFFP 
AE,360-363 



Mediolanum 

15. Magnus Maximus. 383-388 
Rv: V1RTVS RO-MANORVM - Rome seated en 
fare, head J.. holding globe Jnd spe:ir turned 
downwards; in exergue MDPS 
AR, stliqua, 387- 388 

Cyzicus 

16. Diocleti;inus, 284-305 
Rv: GENIO POPV-LI ROMANI - Genius 
standing I.. naked, moclius on his head, chlamis 
thrown over left shoulder, hold111g patera and 
cornucopiae: in exergue Ki: 
AE, follis, 296-296 

Viminacium 

17. Gordianus III, 238-244 
Rv: PMS COL VTM - personification o[ the 
colony, with diadem on bead, standing, facing, 
flanked by J bull I. and lion r.; in each hand 
holding stand,mb with VT I 1 Ull (personification 
of the VU Claudia and IIII Flavi~ legions, 
mtioned in Upper Moes1a); in exergue AN IIII 
A.E, c. 243-244 (Photograph) 

Stobi 

18. IuliJ Domna, wife of S. Severns 
Rv: MVNI STOB - Nike moving to L.. holding 
wreath and palm branch 
AE, before 217 (Photograph) 

We can consider the »minting« of coin~ to h.ive be­
gun as soon as various marks and stamp~ began to the 
impre.~~ed into nalural metals. Such marks were a gua­
rantee of the purity of the metal and therefore of its v.1.­
lue. Thi!> wa~ the first step in the formcJtion of mints 
with ~pecial apparatus. the organisation ;,md administra­
tion ()f which was very ramified. 

The mints had ,1 special pface 111 the Rotn<lll Empire. 
They were most notable in Rome itself where they first 
appeared in rhc time of Augu~tu5 (Emerita, Colcmit1 Nr­
mausus, Caesm'l11{t;11s111 etc.). He .1lso minted money in 
Asia Minor (Ephesus, Pa,1!.t1mum), Syria (/ln1ioch) and 
Gaul (L11gdmium) in three different metals, gold, silver 
and bronze. As the empi1·e expanded so the number of 
mints increased. The greatest number wa> 111 the third 
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and fourth centuries when there were more than thirty. 
As time went on the mints too impressed their mark in­
to the metal, a shortening of their name. \x;'hen ueeded 
the emperoVi 1hemselves reformed the minting system 
and dw value of various coins. and ir there was no need 
for certain mints, they were closed. The most important 
mint of all w:.is ROMA in Rome (nos. 6-8). It was inau­
gurated dunng the republic at Lhe beginning of 3"' c. 
BC when 1t started ro mmt bronze ingots sucb as aes 
grm1t. From 211 BC it mmted Denars. As the most im­
portant imperial mint it was in permanent procluct10n 

-+ Roma _,..·· 

I ' .. ,,·'~ J .' ' ' 
·, ·\ tl.\. l ' ' ! ., . 
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from the time of Augustus right down to the fall of the 
Western Roman Empire, and was made constant use of 
by the eastern empire also. It wa!. housed in the temple 
ofJuno Moneta on the Capitol and afler the great fire 
of the time of Nero was moved LO Cael1um. It was espe­
cially active in the ~econd century and the first half of 
the third when it wa~ to all intents and purposes the on­
ly official imperial rninr. Tr only began to use its own 
mint mark during the reign of Gordianus III when it 
worked in a number of different rzflhinm' (workshop.~). 

ll1e SlSC!A mint (Sisak, nos. 1-5) is well !mown for 
the long period when it was active and for the Ltrge num­
ber of high quality coins of recognizable style which it 
issued. The importance of botb tow11 and mint were a 

result of its geographical position in the rich province 
of Pannonia in the cenb·e of the empire. From Lhe begiu­
ning the Romans had used great force to take the town 
that was finally conquered by Ai1gustus. ll particularly 
flourished under Tiberius and gained the status of co­
lony under che Ft1vii, Colonia Flavitt .focia. It wa~ the ca­
pital or Lhe provinte, the port dl1U cros~roacb of many 
roads and routes and a centre of military administrntion 
and commerce, manufacture. and the edifices, trades. 
shops ,md culture that mark an urb;;in centre as a metro­
polis. It is thus not surprising th.it about 262 Gallienus 
founded a mint rhere for the use of the army. At .first 



ib corn~ were very sim1l.1r in 'tylc to thmc of rhe Roman 
mint m.iinly bec.ntse it WJs swffrd by m.mer craftsmen 
from Rome. But in the same period Sisa,, was trainin~ 
it5 0\\'11 personnel who graduJlly developed their own 
disundive and high qualit) style .ind produced coins in 
gold. silver .rnd wpper. In the cime ofGallirnm J tod.Jy 
rather rJre \Cri<!~ WJ\ minted with the inscription SISClA 
AVG. At the time of Aurdianu~· monetJry reform the 
mint WJS extended by crattsmen from 1Hediolm1um and 
operated in 6-7 onici.11 worbhop,. There is a rare emi­
ssion of high qu.1luy 1111111nini,1111 from the reign oi" Pro-

bus be.uing the legend SViCIA PRO BI AVG (no. I) and 
\bowing the ciry .md two rm:r gods. This wa~ a ch.rnge 
irom purely we~tern \tyle to inwrpor Jte elemems of eas­
tern coim. Dunng che period of the fir,t and second 
tetrarch~ coim were mmced in gold and sih-er but there 
were also large emis\iom m copper. Comtantine I and 
his tanuly also used the Si,ak mint. It WJ\ the onlr minr 
that. about 350, under the murper Vetranio. minted 
very tine corn\ in Jll three met.11\. It worked for short 
period' with .1 v.uytng number of workshop~ which 
were changed .lt need (.11 the end of the fourth century 
there were only two) .111d it I\ believed to have closed fi­
n...illv Jt the end of the fourth century. It was reopened 
for shon time in rhe reign o( Honorius trom 408-423, 
but ar chi ,~ time produn:d Roman type corns. TI1e l.Jst 
lime it W<1\ awve under kmg rhcodcnc (48Q-526) and 
it 'howed Ostrogothit HyJi,ttc traits. produc111g tmni· 
sses (gold Loins of I/ 3 .wlulu1). 

Comt.111tine I moved the c.1p1t.il of the EJ\t to a city 
he c.illed .1fler hi1mr1t: CO'\l\TAN'I INOPOLJ), 326, 
.rnd founded ,1 mint tht:re (nos. 9. l 0) The Constantino­
pofo mint worked without a break a' long as the empire 
bsted. Jfrer ih di,·ision into west .rnd east. after the fall 
of the \X'e~tern .md rhroughout the life of' the Byzan­
tine Empire. 
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It is presumed that another mim worked in Panno­
ni,1 for a short time in SI RMTW.1 in the second half of 
the thnd century, during the reign of Gallienus but 
only for local payments. It is certain that before Tbessa­
/onica Sirmium became the capital of Constantine l and 
that he had founded a mint there in 324 (nos. ll, 12). 
h worked with a number of interruptions and it is 
known that in one period for payment of larger sums 
it produced bars of gold and silver which ~ometimes 
had the stamp of the rulers impressed. In the second 
half of the fourth century. during the rule ofValenti­
nianus I and Valens it ceased working. Later it worked 
as an Ostrogoth and Gepid mint like that in Siscia. 

From the beginnmg of Diocletian 's reign several 
mints began to operate i.e. AQVILEIA in 294 (no. 13) 
which. with only one pause. worked until the beginning 
of the lifth century. At the same time the Alexandria 

mint became an imperial mint and another was opened 
in Nico1nedi£z to which the emperor moved his residence. 
TI1is was followed in about 300 by 17Jesst1!onita where 
Galerius had his residence. 

One more mint that operated in Asia Minor was in 
CYZICVS (no. 16) opened by Claudius ll, and from 
Oiocletian's moneta ry reform continually minted 
coins still until the rule of the Eastern Roman emperor 
Leo I. 



The mo't import.Im mint 111 G.ml wa' LUGDVf\.'VM 
(Lyons) whil·h .1lrc.1dy minted mone~ trom the end of 
I c. BC for Augustus. It w.1, interrupted during the 
rule of Oomitianu~ anJ rem,1ined do5ed umil the third 
century. h was reopened by Aurcli.rnus at the end of 
274 and ~till workeJ during the time ofTalttm. Airer 
Dioclet1Jn \ reform it continued with a large number 
of issues in gold. 'ih-cr and bronze nght down ro the 
first decades of the fifth century (no. 14). 

On the Italian penimula, be~1de the mmt m Rome. 
another 1mpon.int one w,1s MFOJOLANVM ('.v1ilan, 
no. 15) which prob,1bly producrd the lirst coms from 
Traianus Dec1u' in the third century onwards. We 
know 11 to hJve heen 111srituled by Gallien us in 259 but 
was aJready do\ed by Aurclianw; ,rnd aher a long gap 
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continued to work under Consrnntius II and rn­
tennmenrly. in the fifth century. 

Some corn~ during the empire were minted 
locally by individual towns that had gamed 
the right to have their mints. These were towns 
that had achieved the posiuon of mumcipality 

or colony, but only some of these attained this 
privilege. They only mimed bronze corns and 

with the name of the emperor obverse they bore 
reverse the name or the town or provmce and the 

name of the magistr,1te under whom the money had 
been minm.L. Such mints worked during the second and 

third centune5 and were closed during rhe rule ot'Va­
lenanus J ,md Gallienus. Dunng the reign ofGor-

dianus 111 the VlMlNACIVM mint (no. 17) was 
founded. About 239/40 (after the emission of 
rhe 1mtonmi11rt1 of Philippus I and Pacatianus, 
the murper in Moesia and Pannon ia) when Vi­
mmrwum gained the status of colony .1llowing 
it to mint copper coins for local use. A charac-

teristic of these coins is that they earned an exer­
gue mark showing the local era from I to XVl; 

only coins with the nurk X and XV are missing in 
which years the mint was dose<l. Excc::pl in some spe­

cial emissions the emblems on the reverse are constant. 
It ceased to work in rhe first half of the third century 
during the retgn of Gallienus who transferred the mas­
ter craft~men ot· the mint to COLOGNE ( Calonw Agrip­
pmensis) Ill Germany. 

Another such local mint was th.1t of STOBI (no. 18) 
which attained this municipal nght during the rule of 
Vespasianus (Muniripium Stobensium) and beg.rn to isrne 
local money. 



22. BYZANTINE EMPIRE 

BYZANTINE COINS 

1. Leo I (457-474), AE2, Conslttnrinopolis 
2. Zeno (474-491), AV, lmnissis, Conslantinopolis 

(Photograph) 
3. JllStinianus I (526-565), AE. 30 rmmmia, 539/40, 

/lntmchia 
4. Justinianus I (52(1-565), AE. 40 mnnmia/fol!is, 

529/539, Antiorhia 
5. Justini.mus I (526-565), AE . .JO mormu,i/ (ol!is, 

538/39. Comlmtlinopo!is 
6. Justinianus I (526-565), AV. solidus. 538, 

Constrmlinopolis (Photograph} 
7. Mauricius Tiberiu~ (582-602), AE, 40 nummta/ 

./Ollis. 601/02 Consta111inopolii 
8. Phocas (602-61 O). AE, 20 nHmmia!l/2 jollts, 

603/04. ,,/ntiochia 
9. Phocas (602-610). AE. 40 nummw/Ji1/!is, 604/05. 

A11t1vdJ1a 
10. Heracliu~ (610-641), AR, heks.1grnm, 615, 

Consla n I mopofo 
ll. Constantinus V Copronymus (741-775), AV, 

sofzdu.1, afrer 751. S_yrams1u 
12. Leo V. (886-912), folh~. Comtantmopo!is, AE 
13. Basilius II et Co1;stant10us Vlfl (976-1025), AE, 

anonymous j(1!/1s,'976-c. 1030/35, Constrtnll!wpolis 
14. Constanrinus IX Monomachus (1042-1055), AR, 

milliaresion. Com/antinopofts, (Photograph) 
15. Romanus Ill Argyrus (1028-1034), AV. 11omism11 

lmtmnmon. Comttmtinopolis, (PhomgrJph) 
16. Manuel I Comnenus (1143-1180), AE, tmd~y. 

Comlantmupoli.r 
l 7. AndronJCus I Comnenus (1185-1185 ). Al:., tntdD\ 

Const a nt1 nopolir 
18. Johannes Vlf Palacologus (1423-1448), AR, 

Constantinopolil 
I 9. The Empire of Treblzond: M<lnuel I ( 1238-J 263), 

AR asper, Trapezunt 
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For the long centuries of its existence the Eastern Ro­
man Empire, later the Byzantine Empire. strongly in­
fluenced the economic life of Croatia, especially the 
c;oa~t. After the division of the empire into East and 
West there was almost no difference in the coins of the 
two parts. bm after rhe foll of the Western Empire (476 
AD) the mints of the Eastern Empire took their own 
course ,111d the mystical symbols of' eastern Christianity 
had a powerful influence on them. The emperor or em­
press were always shown in stiff and regal ma1esty with 
jewels, a crown of pearls. helmet, cloak. armour or shi­
eld, and with them are shown variants of Christ, the 
Virgin Mary, St George, or St Michael. While rhe em­
pire was large and strong, enormous amounts of coins 
were mmted in a large number of mints from that in 
Salana or Thmalonica to Canhage in North Afnca. The 
largest <ln<l most important was the mint in Constanti­
nople. Each mim earned the mark of the town where 



+- Constanunt.s •X. 

it wa\ sited. i.e. CO!\ denoted ConslJluinople. THEVP 
Th,111~ilis (Nt<"Olllttli.1). During rhe sixth century coins 
carried Lhe year they wen: mmted. Letter~ olten denoted 
the workshop t h.11 w,1., p,1rt o f- the mint A~ 1he st;He he­
came conllnually ,111.~ ll cr and less prosperous so the 
number of mrnt\ dccre.1sed until finJlly th.H in the c,1-

pital was the only one Ide Bronze. bronle ,jh·ered. sil­
\•er .rnd gold coins were .111111 circulation, .11\0 alloys of 
gold md sih·er (c:leurum) for almost .1 thousand years 
the e.mern empire gradually weakened until the fall ot 
Constantinople 111 1453, bur the gold Brzantine solidNs 
.rn<l 11omismr1 lml11m1•f1tJ/I were always ot the ~.1me weight 
.md tine gold and were the most reliJb\c mode of pay­
mcnc in the Meditcrr.mean. ln later time.\ the gold coim 
.1nd ~ome other denominations gradu.1llr became a 
\lightly d1shlike m .,hape. On some the Virgin (BLu·lm­
mtirsa) is shown surrounded by city fort1tications. The 
bronze and silver to1ns were liable to inthtion. The rare 
~ilver coins of the l.1st Greek emperor~. from the Palaeo­
lo~ue line <.:arry .1 sketchily delineated rub and ,ire su­
pcrtlc1ally mmtcd (no. 18). 

Monornachus 

+- Romanus Ill. Argyrus 
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23. CONTINENTAL CROATIA 

1. Duke Andreas ( 1196-1204), AR. frisarjc pfennig 
2. Duke Andreas ( 1 l 96-1204 ). AR, denar, 

(Photograph) 
3. King Bela IV (1235-1270). AR, denar, Zagreb 
4. King Bela IV (1235-1270). AR, denar, Zagreb 
5. King Bela IV (1235-1270). AR, oboi, Zagreb, 

(Photograph) 
6. King Bela fV.(1235-1270), AR, denar, Zagreb 
7. King Stephen V (1270-1272.), hm111s Joachim 

Pectari ( 1270-1272), AR, denar, Zagreb 
8. Krng Andreas (1290-1301), AR, bagamno, Zag.reb. 

(Photograph) 
9. Banus Nikola Banic/ Banffy (1343-1346). AR, half 

<lenar. Zagreb 
10. Counts Pavao (d. 1312) and Mladen II (d. 1322) 

Subic, AR, ~ros~u~, (Photograph) 
11. Count Nikola III Zrinski ( 1488-1534), AR denar, 

1526, Gvozdansko 
12. Count Nikola lil Zrmski (1488-1534). AR. pied 

ji:nt, Gvozdansko 
13. Count N1kola II1 Zrinski ( 1488-1534), AR. 

forint/ broad grossus, Gvozdansko 
14. Count Nikola lJI Zrinskt (1488-1534), AR taJer. 

1533, Gvozdansko 
15 Count Nikola III Zrinski ( 1488-1534), AR, 

double t,1ler, 1533, Gvozdansko (Photograph) 
16. Banus baron Josip Jela<'.:ic (1811-1848-1859), 1 

kreuzer, 1849, z,1greb (Photograph) 



•• 
• • +- King Stepher V 

f'he oldest literary source ment1011i11g the mint of the 
)\Jvc1111.111 ,iJver denars (dmam !111mll1.•), in profcssmnal 
liter.11ure t"Jlled ~1llw11sk1 brmm't'i, J.11t'' from 1256. Thi'> 
mim. 111 the Kingdom of SLwoni.1. w,1, firq JI Pakrac. 
Th6e very finely shaped s1ker coin~ were minted here 
probably beginning. with rhe l.ne forties of the thir­
teemh tenturr. Thi' wa' thl' time when the rc~10n flou­
ri,hed Jg,1in and recovered .1fter the bloody Tartar in­
roads or the: terrible year 1242. Before. th.lt I he coin 
model~ for Dukes Andrea~ ( 11 %-120-1). Bd.i ( 1220-
1226), Kolornan (Kalman; 1226-1235) .111d '>cveral bans 
had been t.1ken from the Stvri.111, C.irniol.1n and Carin· 
th1.1n ~1lvc:r Crisattc pjenmg of a le~' regul,1r shape. 

About 1260 the: mint was moved to Zagreb. From 
then On\\Md the »Zagreb dcnar .. (dn1.·m11• /41!,Ttlb1emi.s. 
dmar111, ,l!,rtcht'll.il'. often bcc.iuse of it, tine ,.iwr called 
the »good Zagreb dcn.u«) became: the 1.ommon name 
fur Sl.1\'0nian coins. The mine w;~\ the: property of the 
king (uWlt'rtl nostm dt Zagrth). ft WJ\ \till mentioned 
tn 1405 .1lthough tt ceased to mint wim for the ~!Jvo­
!llan b.111' (viceroys) at the tune of Ludovit: I the Great 
( 1342 I ~82). 

+- Duke Andreas 
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The wim of the SlJvonian kingdom (tlm111>. ha!f de· 
17tll'.\, o/io/,) were .1lmost unchanged afier their uri~111.1! 
adopuon. They were ofindivi<lual but quite unw.uJI <le­
s1gn within 1-.urope.rn mediaeval numirn1.1tin. Obverse 
they bore the 11Htriptions »King\ mont>y for Sl.1vonia« 
MONFTA REGIS P(ro) SCLAVONIA). in the centre a 
marten. the Slavonian coat-of-arms. between two st.1rs 
or ro'e'. Revcr'c " the Hungarian patriarchal cross with 
two honzont.11 b.us on rwo step\, .1bovc on the left .1 

six-poinlt'<l \t,u. on 1he nghr a crescent (the wrnnd ele­
ment on the .'>bvon1an coat-ot:arm~) and below 1wo 
crowned heaJ.,: the king on the right and the queen on 
the left. Although at first sight all SlJvoni.rn rnms seem 
the ~•rn1c, there ;ue .i IOL of small differences. tor exam­
ple rever~e there m;iy be ~ecret details, known .1s m.irk,, 
left .llld righ t of the cross, then ~mal l Lirde, or lilies be­
side tht: cnH\. These marks wluch were ll \ U Jlly the 1111-

tiah of the king or ban (lw11t1), viceroy) allow m to dare 
the rnim wtth gre.u cenaimy. At fir~t the coim of the 
Arpad ruler' were executed with great rnre ,111d it j, J 

plea,ur~ to look .n 'uch workmamhip e\'en w11h .1 po­
wertul m.1gnit)·ing glJ'>'>. But by the time of the Anjou 
rulers smh L.1rc .rnd "\'Orkmanship began lo decline \O 

that 111 the end the imcriptiom arc hardlv deLiphcrablc. 
Among Cro.m and Hungarians rcput.tble <.>l.1von1an ba­
nal corns lOntuiued to circulate for about -10 years .11: 
ter their origin,11 1\SUC CC,Jsed unti l the 1.1\t quarter o( 

the 14' I.'. 

One of the greatc~t bam of his timt'.. P.wao Subic. Pau­
/11.\ /1<1mo Cl1w«turimr c'l tufill:i Bo:im dumi11111, .It tht begin­
ning of the I-I c. became inrnlve<l in 'omc queqio­
nable JCti,·iti~·\ and in his fortre'>' in Bnbir (or pcrlup~ 
rn Skr.1din whert'. he often resided) he had wpies min­
ted ofVcneti.m ">llvergrom (malflp.111 {l'P<'). Obwr.,e they 
bad J ">Jint (.1 copy of St Mark) handing SubiC: ,1 tl.ig 



and rever\e Christ on a throne. Thc\e wcn: tirst mimed 
in the n.1me ot Pavao Subic and Im brother Ml..1den I 
( l 302-1312) and later of his son Ml.iden ( 1305-1312), 
b0th h.1<l the title of ban of Bo~niJ. Tod.1y the Subic 
gmw ;ire true numismatic rarities. 

Count Nikol.1 Til of Zrin (Zrimk1) lll. heir of the le­
gen<l.iry Subit line (no. 10), father of the great defender 
of Sz1gerh .1gaimt the Turks, owner of the rich \ih-er mi­
ne\ of G\'Ozdamko m rhe county of Z.1greb. gained 
from two Croatian kings, Ludovic 11 ( l 516-1526), from 
the Jagcllonian line and Ferdinand I (1527-1564), of the 
Hap\burg line, the right to mint \tlver t:fc·nm:~-'· Thu~ be­
tween 1521 and 1533 there w,1s J mmr 111 Gvozdansko 
ofwhid1 there i~ a detailed record in do ... umcnts dating 
1529 and 1530 m German, issue<l by king l'erdin.rnd l. 

Zrimki mmted not only dmtm but gnmi .1nd broad 
,i;ro.ui with l11s bust obverse and very bc.rntiful 111/rrs with 

.1 co.u-ot:.irm' or helmet ob,·erse J.nd with rhe old Tes­
tamcm k111g 0Jvid playing J hJrp Jnd the openmg 
word' oi ps.1lm 71 (111 thet', 0 Lord. do :, .. ,.flit uur tmst) 
on the other \ide. The dies for these cxcept1onally tine 
J,l/m wcrl' rhe work of the extdlent Au\!Tl.111 mmt-m.i~­
ter Sdi,1't1.m Ric.:der who \\\1\ ~em to G\·ozdansko TO hi~ 
friend Nikul.1 of Zrin by 1-erdin.rnd 1. His ini1i.1l' S- R 
are on the reverse of this ma~terpicu~. Zrinski's gro.m 
,rnd rhe tlo1t1n .ire always ongin.11~ unlike m.my hilm 
JnJ lm11uf.i:,ro.ui which one su~peLt' Jre trom l,uer ume~. 
c,l\l .rnd ci~cll.ited. 

Copper krti;1ri (Krmzer) like tho'c mined by ban (ba-
11w).1m1p JelaC.il ofBuiim llH9 .unny 1mponanc. On 
one ,,Je the\· bc.u the LOac-0f-arm\ or the Triune Kmg­
dom Cro.in.1, ~!Jvoma and D.1lnu1i.1 .md the 1nscnp­
tion JF.DA'-'/ KRlZAR/ 1849 Z(;1greb) on the other. 
The die~ mJ<le by Jos1p Bern~ee were 'oon wirhdrawn 
.rnd .ire in Vienna. 

+- Ban Damn 

jos1p je .icK 
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24 MEDIEVAL STATES OF THE 
SOUTH SLAVS 

Bosn:a 

1. Ban 'iqepJn Kmromanic (1322-1353). 1\R. c.len.u 
2. Ban <;qep.rn Kotromanic' (1322- 1353). AR. denJr 
3. B.1n Tvnko ( 135-1-1377). AR, Jenar 
4. King Tv1tko IT Tvrtkov1t' (140-1-1408, 1420-1443), 

AR, dcn,u (Photogr,1ph) 
5. King Tvrtko 11 rvrtkov1c (1404-1408, 1-120-1443). 

AR. gro~~m. 1420-1443 
6. Krng Sl)ep.rn l'om.1\ (1443-1461), AR. den.1r 

(Phuto~raph) 

7. King Sqepan Tom.1~ (1443- 1461). AR. gro"m 
8. King S11epJn Tom.1\ (1443-1461). AR. half den.u 
9. King St1cp.111 Torn.1\ (144.'-1461). AR. den.ir 

10. King Stiepan JI Tom.1~ern.'. (1461-1463), AR. J~n.ir 

Rasc1a (Sc1bi;1) 

11. Krali Stclan Dr.i~urm (1276-131 4), AR. <l~1w 
12. Knl1 'itet.111 Uro; I (1282-1321), AR, den.1r 

(Photogr.1ph) 
13. King )tet.111 Du~.111 ( l331-1346), AR. dcn,1r 
1-1. Emperor '>tet.rn Dus,rn t 1346-1355). AR. dc11.1r 
15. Emperor Stet:m Dusan (1346-1355), AR. dcn.1r 

(Photograph) 
lb. Emperor Stt·fan Du~an ( 1346-1355). AR, den~r 

(Phntogr,1ph) 
17 Prince Laz.u ( 1.'79-1389), AR. half c.Ie1w 
18. De~pnt Dur.1d lk111kov1c (1427-1456). AR, ,1\pr.1 
19 Despot Our,1d lk111\...ov1c (1427-1456). AR, .1'pr.1. 

Srncdcrcvo 
20. De, pot Vuf... Br .111\...m ic ( 1458-1485). AR. h.llt' den.1r 

Bulgaria 

21. Emperor h·.111 Aleb.mder (LB 1-1365). AR. gw,,u, 
22. Emperor h·,rn Sr.Kimir (?-1396), Ar. g.ro"u~ 
23. Emperor Ivan Si\1mn ( 1371-1393), AR, halt" gro~~u~ 



Zet.1 

24. Dur.1d I Hal~lC (oko IJoO). AR. halt denar 
25. Durad 11 Str.iumirovic (1385-l-l03), AR, den.u 
2<>. Bal;a Ill (1403-1421). AR, denar, (Photograph) 

• . • 

Among south '>hws the ruler of rhe 80,111an b,umi.'ina 
beg.in mintini; co11~s r.ithcr l,uer. The tir\t to do 'o w.i~ 
St1epan Korromanil~ (1322-1353) and the la\t Sciep.m 
Tomase,·ic (1-lol-1463). All rnc.xliae\'<ll Bosnian money 
i~ silver. the sing.le cxu:ption bcmg rhe gold fuur ducal 
piece ofTntko I (lir~t considered as ofSrjcpan Toma­
kvic'). It 1\ the only example of' a gold ~oin mimed by 
a \Outh Slav ruler. Only one e\1sts. TI1e Bosni.m coinage 
belong~ the \W\tern \phcre: the inscriptions are in Li­
tin or Cro.i.u.rn. The rulers were seldom shown. ban Stic­
pan Kotrom.in1( and h.111 Tvtko (standing or sining on 
a throne, face turned. holding a \word. cro~~ or scep­
tre). Chrnt i~ .1lso repre~entcd ;ind among the saint5 St 
Blaise of Dubrovnik, St Gregory of N.1i\SUS, St Gregory 
Pope. Somct1me\ .1 coat-ol-arm~. helmet or monogram. 

Serbian minting i\ tir~t founJ in RJ, <luring the reign 
of Rado~I.l\' (1228-1234). reguhir minting ~·as con­
tinued by Uro5 ( 12·13-1276) u5ini; the \\:imian grossi, 
matap.in type, J\ model. After .1 time the Republic of 
Venice becJmc c:-;,1~pcr.ltcd by rhc copying of it\ coinage 
(Jt .t bser weight) Jnd 111 12~2 passed an adminimari,·e 
order forbtddin~ the circulacion of SerbtJn mone~·. In 
ch1\ context D.inte j, often quoted .is having in his 

+- K ng Stephen Thoma; 

• 

1" K1 g St1epan II 
Tomasev1c 
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King Steran Dragut1n 

-+ King Stefan Du5an 

Diwna Commedia accused the Serbian ruler, probably 
Uros 11, for councerfeiting Venetian co111s (»-and he ef 
Rama too/ Who smi' m i•z;i/ hour the com of Venict« - »-e 
qucl dt Rrtsrir1 che male htt ·r11.1to ii m11ro di Vivegia. Dante 
Alighien. Pamd1se, Canticle XlX, 41). Later mediaeval Ser­
bian coins took their own course especially at the time 
of Stefan Dus.m king (1331-1345) and emperor (1345-
1355). Silver coins showing the ruler on a horse arc es­
pecially fine and those showing him with his empress 
.Jelena. The inscriptions are in Cyrilic and LHin script. 
After the death of emperor Uros V the number of nob­
les minting coins increased: princes Lazar, Yuk, Stefan 
LazareviC, Durad Brankov1c, Andrija Gropa, Rig etc. 
The portrait of Lazar on the small silver coins is very ti­
ne and some of the coins have Italian inscriptions. La­
ter Serbian coins sometimes have the names of towns 
or of mmts. 

Among the South Slavs the Bulgarians minted very 
fine and original silver and brass coms of the seven Bul­
garian rulers from Ivan Asen II ( 1218-1241) to Ivan Sis­
man (J 371-1393). At first these showed marked Byzan-

-+ Prince Lazar 
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+- Ef"'lperor Ivan 1\1ex<inde1 

+- Balsa Ill. 

tine intlucnce but as time went on the mould became 
lineJr .md \chematic and the\' mu~t llJve been made by 
nafomen from the West. Imcriptiom ;trc in both Cyri­
llic and Latin 'nipb. The often bore the initiab of the 
king obverse and be~1des the figure o f Christ or the king 
they \Ometimes had a two-headed eagle or ,1 lion. 

During the 1-l'' c. the powerful B,1H1t'. tamily ruled in 
Zeta and they too had the right to muu money. Some 
sources record the family as being of French origin who 
m.rnaged w sumvc by following ,1 wisr policy of keeping 
good rd.H1ons with the Pope. Venice ,rnd Dubrovnik. 

~~ lA(, E8 I AR(l<Af.;JI vt>1C:Al 
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25. THE DUBROVNIK REPUBLIC 

1. Copper.follara. before 1436 (Photograph) 
2. Copper,fo!Lara, c. 1452 
3. Copper.Jollt1ro, 1546-1551 
4. AR, gross us ( denar). c. l 348 (Photograph) 
5. AR, grossus (denar). 1581-1594 
6. AR, PoLrnd. Sigismund III (1587-1032), grossus of 

the ciry of Riga, counterfeired in Dubrovnik. 1592 
7. AR grossetto, 1646 
8. AR, grossetto. 1716 
9. AR, half grom1s (half denar. ma.wrnno). c. 1370 

(Photograph) 
10. Copper, ~oldo, 1731 
11. Copper, half grossetto (mr.zza11ino), 1795 
12. AR, perper, 1744 
13. AR, artilucco, 1627 (Photograph) 
14. AR, perper-pied fort. 1683 
15. AR, ~cudo, l 739 
16. AR, half KuJo, l 750 
17. AR, ducar, 1797 
18. AR, taler - \)Id vii/in, 1746 
19. AR, talcr - new 11iilin, 1767 
20. AR, talcr - new i1ii/in, l 776 
21. AR, talcr - liberlina, 1794 
22. AR, St Blaise's taler- bmdan, 1738 (PhoLograph) 



• t- Follaro 
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The mmt of the Dubrovnik (Ragusa) republic i, of 
)articular importance for Croatian numismatil~. It IJJd 
long and lOntinuous working life lrom .1bout U00-

806 when the Republic w.1s abolished dunng French 
>ccupation. We know .1 gre<H deal about it~ work and 
bout the coim it produced. its die~. It'> orga1m,1t1on, 
nea~ure~ .md qu.1n1itie~ etc. Until 1700 it minced ,iJvcr 
nd copper coins lirst by hand and lJter by mJ..:hine. 
~he copper coin~ wcrc.fol/11n (some oJ the d1e\ were mJ­
le by the gre.n ren.ms.mce medallist Paolo de R.1gu,io 
n the 15th c.). Other wpper coim were halt' den.m ,111d 
:>!di. Jnd of '>iiver dmani (.r;ros.'1), half dcnar~ (111,wmn11), 
-rosid/1, 11r/!lucd11, p1·1po:., half papm. '<liili, half mull, r/11-
<tls .rnd several kinds of 1r1lm (called St Bh1~iu~· tater~ 
>r bradun. old .111J new z•ii.lini, liberl111t') and h.111' 1t1/m. 

)ccasionally ,1Jter 1707 memorial mtdJl5 were minted 
n Dubro"nik. On most of these mam <lenomin.Hions. 
\·hich our ,111cc~tors tl.iunted proud!\' St B!Jiw, pJtron 
amt of Dubrovnik. w.1s ~hown in b1~hop\ robe,. The 
)ubrO\·nik mint, like th.u otVemce wa' very comerv,1-

t- Thick perpe1 
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1' T aler - old vizhn 

tive and found tt difficult to issue new kinds of coins. 
Its <:Oins were in <:1r<:ul.1tion throughour the whole 
neighbouring Bosnia. and in sourh Pannonia ,md large 
quant1t1es were pai<l in mbutc: w Consrannnople and 
As1,1 Minor. ln the end m.tny of the thin silver coins 
had holes drilled 111 them and were sewn onto onenlal 
national costumes. 



26. COASTAL CROATIA 

Z.1 d .1 r 

I. Vrncti.111 rule. copper. b11grr1th1<>, I 491 
2. r1cnd1 occupat1on. AR, s1egl' tJkr. 1813 
3. French occupal!on. AR, double ~ic~e t.1ler, 1813 

$1bcnik 

4. Vcneti.in rnlc. copper. bt1;:.t1/li110. 1485 

Tro!(ir 

S. \'cncti.111 rule. copper. lwgaltino. 14c>.z 

Hv.1r 

b. Vcndi.111 rule, copper. b1~~r1fli110. 1493 

Spl It 

7. 1\uLOnomy, AR, /;ag,11tino, l;ite 13 c. (PhowgrJph) 
8. Autonomy, AR. /;agattinn, mid-13 '· 
o. AuLOnomr. AR. bag1111i1111, 1327-1357 

10. Rmor Hrvoje Vukcic-I lrv.1tintl' ( 1403-1413), AR, 
den.n 

11 . Rcuor Hrvoje Vukcic-I frv.tti111c ( 1403-1413), AR, 
~roS\U\ 

12. Rwor I lrvojc Vukcic·Hrv.1tinu:' (1403-1413), AR, 
gro,,u, (Phorograph) 

IJ Vcn~·tian rule, copper, b11gal/1no, 1·197/1498 

Kot or 

14. Autonomr, copper.jol/11ro. befort.> 1388 
(PhotogrJph) 

15. emperor Dusan. AR. grossm. l.B l-13~:i 
lo. Emperor Uros, AR. gro"m· 1355-1371 
17. Kmg Ludovic 1. AR, grmu\, 1370/ii\, 1379/1382 
18. Kin;t Ostoia. AR. grmsm, 1404/1405 
J 9. Ven et i.111 rule, coppcr.jii//t1ro, 1370-1382 

lliE lACsliEB I Af«.HA':OLOG1C.A.l 
·.~ J~fl "'1 
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20. Venetian rule, Zuan France~co <la CanJI. AR. 
Jl1ll11m, 1551/52 

21. Venetian rule, Zuanne Lorcdan, AJl...,jollaro, 
1551/52 

22. French occupauon, AR l siege franc, 1813 
23. French occupation. AR, 5 siege francs. 1813 

Venetian Dalmatia and Albani.1. 

24. copper. so/do, 17-18 c. 
25 . copper. ga/2flla, 1796 
26. AR 4 soldi. 2"' half of the 17 c. 
27. AR 8 ~old1. 2'11 half ot the 17 c. 
28. AR Lm:lla, 2 half of the 17 c. 
29. Doge Alvise Mocen1go JI ( 1700-1709), AR, 

meau leone 
30. Doge Alvise Mocenigo 11 (1700-1709), AR. leone 

...,. Zadar. Venetian °ule 

r Zaoa". 
Frenc"' occupauon The fir~t mint on the Cro,man Adriatic was founded 

in Split. During rhe penod of Split's independence in 
the middle of Lhe 13"' c., and perhap\ e,ulier small sil­
ver corns were produced, b.tsed on Hungarian coins of 
the time. They bore the letter E ('Emericus) in <1 circle 
,1nd at the end o( rhe s<1me cenru1y coins with the in­
scription SPALATINVS .rnd SPALATINO. they only 



•• 

•• 
lirculated in the immedi.ite surrounding' of Spin and 
cencral Dalmatia. The famous Duke l lrvo1e Vukc'i~ 
Hrva[i111c (1403-1413) mimed very att rau1ve Spl11 gro­
"i· d<:nMii .inJ '-'.! den .. mi with the li~un: or 'i1 Dotmus 
,rnd his co,Jt-or-.inm. After Splil bec,tme p.m of the Re­
public ofVcn1t:e, .H the transiuon of the 15 and 16' 
centuries. copper b.1gati111 were mintt>J. 

Similar coins were struck for other D.1lmati,m towm. 
Sibcnik, Zadar, Trogir and Hvar, wnh the lion of St 
MJrk, the patron ,,1in1 ofVenice, on one ~idc .md on 
the other the loc.11 patron saint. A little hdore, during 
the reign ofLudovit I and the DalmaLi,lll prince Char­
les ofDuraz.w (IJ72 1376) copper b.1~Jtini and folfari 
were minted in 'l~1tbr. Becween 1410 and 1414 silver sol­
J1 appe.ued with the imcription MONETA DAUvfA­
TIE, today a rarity. The Vcncu.rn Repubht Mued sep.1-
1,ltc silver anJ u>ppcr coins for i" po"es~1ons Ill 

Dalm,1tia and A.lb.rnia, mmtly small dt!nom111a1ions cal­
led g.azzetta .111d Ii rct 1.1 

• • 
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-+ Split, rector HrvO)e 
VukciC. Hrvatinic 

In Kotor also local copper coins were minted with 
the figure of St Tryphon, first dunug the autonomy of 
the town in the 13'" and 14"' centuries and later under 
var[ous officials as long ,15 the wi~e Venetian rule lasted. 
Among the most beauuful of rhe Kotor silver coim .ire 
the ~ilver .s;rossi minted by the Croato-Hungarian king~ 
Ludovic I the Great (1370-1382) and Ladislaus of Du­
razzo (1392-1405). No coins were mimed by the next 
king S1gismund (1405-1423). 

Among these coins we must include the silver siege 
coins, minted by the French, for the ~ieges ofZad.ir and 
Kotor in 1813. 

-+ Kotor, king Ludovic I. 
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27. HUllJGARY AND VENICE 

Coins of the Republit or Venice 

l. LudovJC I the Pious (814-840}. AR, den.ir 
(PhorogrJph) 

2. Enri(o III ( 1039-1056). AR den,lr 
3. Enrico Dandolo { 1192-1205). AR, pilwlo smde!falo 

-t Pietro Gr,1de111go ( 1289-1311 ). AR. g,ivsso 
5. Michele Morosmi (1382}, AV, dumto 
6. Antunio Vemex (1382-1400), AR . .10/dmo 

7. J\iicolo Tron (1471-1473), AR, lruno or lira 
8. Leon;u-clo Lo red an ( l 'iO 1-1521 ), AR, 11101m~f(O 
9. Pa~quale Cicogna (1585-1595), AR, »da sl'i ~oldi« 

10. Alvise Conl<lrini (1676-1684), AR, srurlo de/la crorc 
11. Alvise Mocenigo (1722-1732).AV, osdla, 1727 
12. Pielro Grim,uu (1741-1752), AR osdl1, 1746 
13. Alvise Mocenigo N ( 1763-1778), AR. ducalo 
14. Lodovico Manin (1789-1797), AV, half zecchino 

Coin~ of the Kingdom of HungJry 

J5. St Stephen I (9CJ7-1038). AR, demr (Photoguph) 
16. Salomon (1063- l 074), AR, dcnar 
17 t)ela Ill (1172- 11%), copper 
18. Kolo man ( 1095-1 I 16 ). AR. dmar 
1CJ Bda TV (1235-1270), AR. denar 
20. B(·la TU (1172-11%)- Bela IV (1235-1270), AR. 

br.1cteat (Photograph) 
2 l. Charles I Robert ( l ~07- l342), AR. gross us. 

1334/1336 
22 M.111,1 (1382-1387), AV. flonn, Kn;ice, I 385/1387 
23 M.uth1a~ I (14.'i8-1440), AR, grossu~. Kremmc.1, 

l..J7Cl 148.3 
24. Ludovic II (1516-1526). AR, med.11-tJlc:r, 1525. 

KremmcJ 
25. FerJ 11u11d I (I 526- J 564 ). AR. t.1ler. l555, 

Kremmc;1 
26. M.mhiJ.\ II ( l508-Hil9), AR, taler, 1611. Krcmmc,1 

lh L,.\lJ~t-1 
,\1, ~ ' < l''hi' f,I 

,·,.'-Sl·L ·/ 13 5 
l\t · .w.:\1r,.r11-

u• i. Tur, 
f.JiJH)I 



136 

-+ P1etro Gradenigo 

27. Leopold I (1657- 1705), AR. 15 kreuzer, 1674, 
Bratislava 

28. Rebellion (1703-1711), copper, poltur.1, 1706, 
Nagy banya 

29. Charles Ill (1711- 1740), AR, Laler, 1715, Bratisl.wa 
30. Maria Theresia (1740-1780), copper, poltura, 

1763, Kremn ica 

N1col6 Tron 

r11 E z,.\t;f<f.B 
AP.L,..l\tuto<.1(AI 
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I l(>J 

The coin~ of the Republic o(Venice on the coast and 
ofl Tungary inland .ire essential for a study ot CroatiJn 
numism.Hic\. The monetary situation ot the time i~ well 
documented not only by 111div1du.1I coim ;rnd by hoards 
but by a large number of documents in both Cro,ubn 
and foreign rewrds. 

In Dalmat1a Byzantine money wa~ followed by small 
value Venetian silver coim, which rn their turn were fo l­
lowed by massive gross1 and JS time went on by gold d11· 
cats-z.eccbini and ,lll other silver and copper tlenomin~­
tions. rhe mmts of the Republic of Venice, nght down 
to HS fa ll, co11s1stenrly repeated the shape, changing not­
hing but the n;1me o( the dodge or rhe m1tial of the 
minter. The ~ilver coin wnh a portrait of doge Nicolo 
Tron, wa~ J rare exception and t11e creativity of rhe Ve­
neu.rn die maker> can be aJs0 ~een on tbe osef/e the mo-



1' Alv1se Mocenigo 

+- St Steonen I 

m;tary-meJals, which arter the 16"' C. the doges gave LO 

patricians instead of the marsh bird~ that had earlier 
been the custom. 

In the Hungarian kingdom of St Srephen I \ilver 
coins were first mimed (no. I) and they even began ro 
filter Lhrough into Pannonian Croatia. Early Hunga­
rian coins are found in eJrly Cro,ltiJn graves. The coins 
of the Arpad dyna~t) .ire very varied .rnd interesting. 

Betit Ill 

+- Be1a 111 . 
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~ Maria 

There are very many different kinds as it wa~ the rn~­
tom in times ofinflatton to exch.rnge ol<l coins for new 
ones, lighter ones m.1de ot inferior silver. Charles I 
Robert brought the house of Aniou to the Hung.Mtan 
thro11e and initiated ,1 time of monetary reform. Charles 
I immediately began to minr gold coins similar to the 
Florentinejlorin. The Jagello dynasty placed massive sil­
ver lawr m circulat10n. We have singled out the 1aler-me­
dr1! of Ludovic JI because of the attr.1ctive coat-ofo rms, 
including that of Cmatia (no. 24). In the reign of Leo­
pold I there was an Jtlempt to mint coins with the aid 
of J roller and most of them are bent. 

The largest Hungari,m mint\ were in Korom0L mrn­
ya/ Kremnitz/ KremnicJ, and in Nagy B.lnya. Some 
forms of wins became pernlJnent and a number of de­
nomin.Hiom, until rcccm times, showed St Lldislam, 
other ones the Virgin, the patron saint of Hungary, and 
Jesu~. 
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28. ITALIAN MEDALS OF THE 15™ 
AND 16'" C. 

Matteo de' Pa\tJ (c. 1-120-1.. 1467): lsotta degli ALLi 
(+1470), the wife of .Sig1smondo Pandolfo 
Ma1atest<1, bronze, 1446 

2. Matteo de' Past1 (c. 1-120-c. 1467): Timoteo Maffei 
from Verona, archbi$hop ot Dubrovnik 
( l.:167~ l·l70). bronze. c. 14-lb 

3. TI1e Papal State: Paul II (l-164- 1--17 l), bronze gi It 
4. Attributed to Niccolo Fiorentino ( 1-130-151-1): 

G1ov,rnna T ornabuoni Alb1zzi ( 1-130-151-1 ), 
bronze 

5. Attrtbutcd lo l\1ccol6 Sp111elli: GioYanni P. de 
Papie. unifat.e me<l,11. bronze 

6. Crntoforo FoppJ 11 Caradosso ( c 1445- 1527): 
GiJn Giacomo Trivulzio (1448-1518), M.mh..il of 
france. bronze. l-199 

7. Anonymom Venetian medalfot: c.ardin.il MJrco 
Cornaro (+ 152•-I.). bronze 

8. Giovanm dJ1 Cavino ( 1500-1570): G1m anni 
C,1Yino ,md Alcssand ro 13J\~imo. bronze 

9. P<htonno di Giovan-Michele Je' Pa~torini 
( 1508-1592): Btan(a Medici Cappello (1548-1587). 
Lbe wife of Fr,rnce\Ll.l Me<liLi. 1578. uniC;ce 
mcd.11. bronze: gilt 

10. Giovanni V. Melon: cardinal Ale~~Jmlro F,11 nese 
(1520-1579), bronze, 1575 
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C.isr or minted medJb, un1fo­
\.C or double-fKed Jrc very si­

milJr to LOins. Pl.iquette' 
dre squ.ue 111 ,h,1 pl' ,ind 

not round. MedJl11om 
'im1lar to coms tXt\­

tcd n .mcienr Greek 
Jnd RtimJn tunes wi­
th pJrticul,1rlv hne 
portrJits of the em­
peror and were .1war­
dt'd .l~ recognition 
or some honour. rr 
made of precious me-

tJls they had J cerrJin 
v,1luc. The Jrt ot mcd.il 

nuking was revived in 
the fourrccnth century in 

PaduJ (pomJits of the reign­
mg Carr.u,1 (1mily) and 111 1-r.rn­

ce (the Duke of Berry\ tre.1sury). For 
the development ol th~ medJI we <II'<.: mo­

st indebted to the gre.H medali't An­
tonio P1>.mo known a~ Pi,,rncllo 

(,1bout 1395 I 455). At 1 he vc­
~ outset t>f the new period 

of rnedJI makmg he Jchic­
ved he1glus scarcely \Jn· 

ce equ.1lled. 

There is a p.1rti\.u· 
!Jrly fine colk\.tion 
ol lt,1lian mcdJh m 
the z,1greh nlll\l'llm. 

out5unding heing 
those from the Re­
n.11~' 1Ke. They ha,·e 

been ,elected ti>r the 
perm,1nent exhibition 

bet.Hise of rheu bc.mty, 
the 1mport.111ce of the per­

,on depir1t.:d or bec.1t1\t: they 
were the work of •111 OLtt~1,mdi-

11~ J1 ti't. \\'c,1hufrh it irnpun.mt 
to inl lude example, of vJriou\ \l hoo­

t<, .1nJ rq~1om of rhe J Sth .ind I b • c from 
Venice. Floren(e and Rome. 

Matteo Jc' P.1su is JllllHl~ rhe gre.itest medJl11~h. Two 
ofh1\ medab .ire exh1b1tcd. One 'hows hottJ degh Atti 



(no. !) w1fo ofSi­
g1smondo Mala­
test1. the ruler ofR.i­
mini, and the other the 

head of the scholJr Timo· 
teo of Verona, later archbis-
hop of Dubrovnik (no. 2). Among 
historical pcrsonalitles 1s one of Pope P.wl 11, 
the builder of the famous Pal,tzzo Venezia in Rome (no. 
3), .rnd a particularly good portraiL of the Florentu1t' 

1' Timoteo Maffei 

1!1t c:.. Nlll I 1\P.• HAEOL\Jc, LAL 
~·1 ISfl M 
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1' Gian G1aco1no fnvulz10 

1' M co ( omaro 
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patrician lady GiovannJ. Tornabuoni Albizzi (no. 4). 
There is an interesting portrJit of young Giovanni de 
Pap1e, probably the work ofNiccolo Spinelli (no. 6). al­
so a portrait of general Gan Giacomo Tnvulzio (no. 6) 
on a damaged minted and once square medal We are 
reminded of the lively world or the Venetian Republic 
by two small medals one showing cardinal Marco Cor­
naro (no. 7) and the other a double portrait by rhe Pa­
dua medJllist Giovanni Cavmo and bis friend Alessan­
dro B,1ssiano (no. 8). Cavino w.ls bmous for his 
imitations of bronze Greek and Romm coins .md this 
had a strong influence on the reverse of his med,1ls. Pas­
torino was another great masteJ who made the gilded 
medal ofBiancJ Medici C1ppello. wife of the Florenti­
ne ruler Fr.1nccsco Medici (no. 9). Giovanni Mdon wa~ 
author of the famous medJl ~hawing cardinal Alessan­
dro Farn6e. on the face of which 1s shown that arch1-
teuural jewel the 16'·' r.: Roman church of II Gcslt. 
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29. EARLIER CROATIAN MEDALS 

1. Gmlio della Torre (c. 1480-c. 1540): the lawyer 
Franjo Nigretic/ Niconii.io of Korcula 
(1501-1549), uniface medal, bronze,?1527 

2. Paolo de Ragusio (c. 1420..C. 1479): Alfonso V of 
Aragon, king of Naple~ (1394-1458), bronze, c. 
1451, Naples 

3. P.iolo Lonciares: the laying of the foundation 
~tone of the new St Bl.me's church m Dubrovnik. 
copper, 1707 

4. Anton Wideman (1724-1702): translation of the 
relics of St Stephen from Dubrovnik Lo Buda, AR, 
1771, Vienna 

5. Jean Pierre Droz ( 1746-1823), Dominique Vivam 
Denon (1747- 1826) and Nicholas Brenet 
( 1770- 1846): Napoleon l , the conquest of 
DJlmati,1, AR. 1806, Paris 

6. Lu1g1 Manfredim (1771-1840): medal made for 
Marshal Marmorn on the occasion of rhe road 
.md harbour construction in Split. AR., 1807 

7. Anonymous: the inhab1tams of Sinj to the French 
surgeon Pierre Bouillerot, pewter. 1811 

8. C.irl Radnitzky (1818-1901); the elcvat1on of the 
Diocese of Zagreb to the rank of an archdiocese, 
AR. 1853. Vienna 

9. Franjo Kam (1818- 1889): visit o(k[ng Fr.rncis 
Joseph I and queen Elizabeth to Zagreb, AE. 1869. 
Zagreb 

I 0. Wilhelm Mayer and Franz Wilhelm: Lhc optning 
of rhe Croat1a11 Franz Joseph I University in 
Zagreb, AR, 1874. Stuttgan 

11. Jo"p R..idkovic (1860-1924): prize medal o(the 
Jubilee Agricultural .ind Forestry Exhibition in 
Zagreb, AE, 1891, Zagreb 



The frame offers an imighr inro some of the tamous 
events of Croatia\ history .md 1~ a remmder ol some 
of the great men of her p.1st. For example Franjo Nigre­
tic (Franc~co Niconizio, no. l) from Korcu la was a fa­
mous lawyer a11d secretary ro the king of Pol,md in the 
16 c. Paolo de Ragusa together with Francesco laurana 
are two or the outstanding names ol the an of the ltJ­
li.111 Renaissance. Among the small number of meda ls 
1s one which shows kmg Alfonso ofNaple& (no. 2). 

The fast Dubrovnik memorial medal was made co 
mark the laymg of the founda Lion stone of the new 
Lhurch of St. Blaise in 1707 (no. 3), the die being m.1dc 
by one of the engravers of the Dubrovnik mint. When 
the Republic of Dubrovnik presented empress Maria 
TI1eresia with rhe relics oflhe Hungarian king St Step· 
hen I whtLh were rransfi:rred to Bud.i in 1771 a medal 
was struck m nvo sizes in Vienm1 showing a reliqua_ry 
[no. 4). The medal though not signed, was made by An­
ron Wideman. 

The striking of medals was one of the forms of propa­
gand,1 used by Napoleon to relebr.ite Im triumphs, and 
3 whole team of excel lent artists were engaged to do the 

Foundation od St 

Blaise 's church. 

Dubrovrnk, 1707. 

T ranslation of 
St Stephens 
relics, 1771. 

THF Z1\(;REa I 
A?.CHAWWullAi 

MIJ~fUM 

Nt;Ml~MATIC 

l'.OltfCTION 
C.UIDE 

145 



146 

1' Zag1 eb B1Shopnc become~ 
Archb1shopnc. 1853. 

1' Visit ot Franz Joseph I and 
Elizabet!- to 7..agreb 1869 

work. One \UCh medal was to commemor.1te hi' occu­
pauon of" rhe CroJtiJn co,lst .md md uded his 1:onquest 
o( D.11 m.m,1 m 1806 and another celebr.11cd the enlarge­
ment of ~plil harbour ,rnd of ro.1d coJ1strucuon in 1807 

known ,1s the Marmont med,11. The good side of 
French O('cupation was shown in the 111ed,1l m.1de in Sini 
in honour ot the ,ett:sacrificing ~urgcon Pierre Bou1lle­
rm (no. 7). The medal exhibited WJ\ m.1dc from the ori­
ginal die~ which are also Ill the lJgreb rnllection. 

•\n 1mport.mt evem of the 1 Q c. in L.1g1eb w.1s when 

1t w,1, rJJSc<l from a bishopric to Jn .mhbi~hopnc in 

185 ~and the great bishop H.rnlik ofV.ir,1ly.1 bec,1me Jn 
.uchbi,hop ,md rnetropolite. Thi' event j, commemora­
ted on .1 medal by the excellent AustnJn mcd.11\1~t Carl 
Ra<ln11zky (no. 8). A similar event w.1s the rcnC'Wcd foun-



Openng of the Zagreb 
Unrversrty, 1874 

J.nion of Zagreb U111vcrs1ty in 1874. A memorial-medal 
in golJ, silver and bronze (no. 10) w.~s mmk 111 Stutt­
gart to mark the event. 

Medal mJkin~ WJ~ founded m ZaF.reb by han10 Ka­
r6, born in Brno, .md his Croauan ~lll<:e~'.>or Josip Rad­
koYic. One K.ue\ me<lJI i\ exhibited m.1de for che Yisit 
of the Emperor Francis Joseph and h1\ bc.mtrful wife 
Elizabech to CroJt1a in 1869 (no. 9). Ra<lkovic produ­
i.:ed ,1 large number of mt:dah, badges ,1nd tJg\; we have 
d10sen LO exhibit here the med,ll for the jubilee exhibi­
tion rn Zagreb which was awarded .i prize (no. 11). 
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30. CROATIAN MEDAL 1895-1916 

RUDOLF VALDEC 
l. King Nikola Petrovic and queen Milena of 

Montenegro, jubilee 1910. AR, uni.face plaquette 
2. Military Casino in Zagreb, AE, uniface plaquette, 

1911 
3. lmpcri.11 and Royal general R.1imund Gerba 

(1849- 1918), AR, uniface plaquecte, 1912 
4 . .. The Nation for it~ invalids", AR, uniface 

plaquette, 1916 

ROBERT FRANGES..MIHANOVlC 
5. Prrze med.~l for cattle brt'.eding (»The Bull«), AR, 

1895/ 6 
6. Pri7e medal for viniculrnre, AE. plaquette, 1900 
7. forty years of journalistic and liter.uy work of 

Dr. Isidor Krfojavi, AR, unil~ice plaquette, 1902 
8. Croatian peasants (»Onion vendors«), AE, 

plaquctte. 1909 



IVOKERDIC 
9. The dentist ,U1d numismatist Dr. Adolf Mi.iller, 

AE, unifacc plaquettc. 1910 
10. The City of Zagreb Memorial Medal, AE, 1912 
11. Vera Pi,1 Pilar, uniface plaquette. AE. 1906 
12. The Croatian Ball in Vienna, uniface medal. AE, 

1912 

MILAWOD 
13. »Sorrow«, AE, uniface plaquette, 1912-1919 

After a modest start the medal-making field in Croa­
tia suddenly produced great names: Ru<lolfValdec, Ro­
bert Franges Mihanovic and lvo KerdiL'. The Se:assion 
period or Art Nouz;i'flu had just started in Vienna .md 
Paris when all of these were young men and they played 
an important role in the movement in Croatia. They and 
the talented artist Mila Wod best represent this period. 
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1' Nation ror its 1rival1ds 
M1lrt.ary Casino 

RUDOLF VALDEC 
(Krapina 1872 - Zagreb 1929) 

RudolfValdec was ,1 pupil at the famom Zagreb Craft 
School :rnd bter of the Vienna K11rtstgeu1erlmrhufr. He 
continued his stud ies in Munich. ln 1895 he returned to 

Zagreb and until he died Laught 

sculpture .ind anatomy at the Zag­
reb Art Academy. His work was 
always greatly appreciated by the 
public both in Croatia and in the 
many exhibirions ,1broad where 
he showed. Valdec was basically a 
scu lptor and only occasionally 
made plaqucttes; between 1905-
1923 he made 13. They are techni­
cally perfect, the relief subtle and 
low, and the work minutely 
clear. 



ROBERT FRANGES-MIHANOVIC 
(Mitrovi'a 1872 - Z.tg.rcb ]Q.:10) 

RobnL h,tngd Mih.1nov1t bcg,111 hi~ cdu­
Lllton 111 the Z.1grcb Cr.1ft Sd1ool .111d rnnti­
nued 111 Vienn;1, die Jrt metropoli~ 0(1he em­
pire. ,n the K1ms1p,.w1•rb1'.1dm!t ,111d ,1t the Art 
.1eJdemy. About 1900/1901 he w,1s in Paris 
,1nd met with R\ldlll whose work h,1d J greJt 
influence on him. ln P.ui\ he experienced the 
flowering ot mcd.il m.1k1ng. during. rhe Arl 
11011«<'<111 pcriod I le re tu rncd lll Zagreb and 
from I CJ07- l CJ40 t.rn~ln ,ntlptu rt: .11 rhe Arr 

Audemr. 

He bcg,111 to exh1bi1 eMly (from 1895) and 
gained notiu~ in Cro.uia and .tbro.10 He got 
h1, first prize for 111e<l,1l nl.lking in P.ui' in 
1900 .rn<l for Im • Cro.Hi.m Pt\1'.rnt \ « he was 
awarded a gold medal :ilso in Paris in 1909. 
His plaquelte ~Europe" w,1, the prize medal 
.marded by the l lunganan Sou.:ty ofi-;riends 
of Medal' ,rnd Pl.iquettc\ Medal\ only repre­
sent .1 small pl.1Ce in hi' work but diey em­
body .111 the excellence of Im 'c.:ulpture .ind 
rel1ei5. I le wa'i .Ill exc.:ellern portr.1yer of ,rn1-
mals. I-fr produced 24 med.1ls be1ween 1895 
.111d l 939 which \how ,111 impress1onisl ap­
pm:ich .111d ex pre~' force ,md movement. One 
of lm \trenglh~ w.t~ in the portr.iyal ofCroa­
ti.rn pCJ5,111t5. 

-t Pnze for v1t1cu!tu1 t' 
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IYO KERDIC 
(Davor. 1881 - Zagreb, 1953) 

lvo Kerdic found his place among important artists 
for both his lalent and incessant hard work. He got Im 
training in Z,1greb. Paris and ViennJ. ln J 913 his fnend 

Robert Frange5-Mihanovic invited him back to Zagreb 
to teach engraving techniques and embossing 

J( the Crafts school and from l 923 un· 
Li! he retired in 1947 he Laught at 

the Art Academy. 

Unlike Valdec and Frangcs­
Mihanovic, Kerdic w.is pri-
marily a medallist and only 
rarely did relief or scul­
pture. He followed deve­

lopments in applied an 
very thoroughly: chalices, 
docks, crosses, jewelry etc. 

There were frw artists who 
understood engraving teclP 

1' Croatian ball in Vienna 

mques ro the exrem he did: 
embossing, reducrng, engr:1· 

ving, castmg, eilamel work It 
would be difficult to draw up a 

complett: list of all the medals, me­
moriJl> and badges that he made. There 

were more than 500 of tl1ern in the halken· 
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tury from 1902 until his dead1. And in lus uie alone he 
exh1bued 111 60 exh1b1tiom. The last big exhihit1ons ol 
Kerdi<'.\ rncd,1ls were shown in Z<1greb, Osi)ek and Ber­
lin 1980/ll>SJ and in Zagreb 1n 1993 and 2004. The me­
dals are m their own way histonol illustrations ,rnd 
Lhey mclude excellent portraih of.ii most ,1 11 the Jc,ldtng 
people mvolved m cultural, pollrlcal and art life and al­
most no 1mport;rnl event was leiL wtthout a medal. 



MILA WOD 
(BlllLpc't 1888 - Zagreb, 1968) 

Mil.1 \\'od (her re.ii name W;\S \X'odsed.1lek) whose 
nu 1 ned n.ime w ,1s Bernfosl lived 10 /.tgreb from 1905 
,ind bctwccn 1907 .rnd 19 12 wa~ .1mong tbr le.1ding ~tu­

dcnh .11 the art ,1cadcmy and a pupil ol Robert F1«mge5-
M1h.movic ,md Rudolf V<J ldcc She 
lived ,md worked as a teacher 111 Pct­
rini.1. KJrlov,l( and Zagreb and exhi­
bned in mJnr exhibmom from 19111 
llll\\".Hlk She made a large numher 
ot ~t.1tuc<, rdids and memori.11< p.n-
1 icu l.uly grave memorials and for 
churches. She worked m ,·ariom m,1-
leri.1 1., r.1ng111g trom bronze casttng 
to 1crr.1mlt.1. Her mo~t famou' work 
"'"" the de.1th mask of Cardln.1l 
Aloysiu~ Stepinac. She made ~1xtCl'l1 
mc<l.11~ .ind plaqucltes between J 9 12 
.1nd 1%5. Some of them ha\'e remai­
ned unreduced in plaster and some 
were t .1\1 111 bronze. Her oldest 
pl.lqucLte Sorrow«. done in c.1. [Ql2. \.\J\ very popular 
Ill Z.igreb .md found ics way 1mo m.mr priv.ne home:-. 
"!he L\ ,1mong che select group ofscrc,,i1m .HMt' of me­
dal~ ,1nd pl.1ques. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

AE - bronze (a,:s) 

AD - Anno Domini 

AR - silver (argenlum) 

AV - gold (twrum) 

BC - before Chri~t 

1... - centu1)' 

Obv. - obverse 

Rv. - reverse 

MONETARY SYSTEMS 

In Greece several monetary system~ were used, based 
on various weight units, for mstance the Phoc.:aean. Mi­
lcsi.rn, Attic, Euboean, Corinthian and some others. 

I talent = 60 minae = 6000 drachms = 36000 obols 
- 288000 halkoi 

1 mina = 100 drachms 

I dr,1chm = 6 obols 

l obolos = 8 bronze halkoi 

THE BASIC SYSTEM IN ROME 

Under the republic 

In silver: 

denariu;, mark X (=10 asses) 

quinariu~ » V (=5 asses) 

Sl!Sll'rtius » ns (=2 and Y2 tJsse.s) 

in bronze: 

tlupomlius, mark II (""2 asst's) 

flS » I 

semis « S (= Y2 tis) 
trums (=I/ 4 as) 

tfltlldrans (=1/ 3 trs) 

sex/ans (=1/6 as) 

1mna (=1/12 tlS) 

Jemiunria (=l/2 muia} 

as - semis (6 unciae) - triens (4 rmcirie) - quadmns (3 unciae) - s1xtans (2 tmattt·) - 1mm1 

in gold: 

mark 

» 

X = 60 asse.1 

XXX.X = 40 CISSfS 

XX = 20 asses 
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During the empire, until the end of the 2"' c. AD this 
system wa\ in use: 

1 tllttt'll.1 25 dt'llam = I 0.0 .<c.<tertii = 200 tl11pcmdii = 400 
11,<s<'.' = 800 11-mr.<.(l'J 1600 qu11rlmntcJ 

Jn difference to the republican silver ~e~tertius the 
imperial monetary system introduce~ under the sa­
me name a denomination in bronze and brass (oric­
halcum): 

l <esta//11.1 - 2 dupondu = 4 1Wl'J 

Early in 3•J c. AD, chiefly because of inflation, empe­
ror C.iracall.i {211-217) introduced a new, at fir~t ~it­
vcr coin, 1111ton;11ianus = 2 dwarii. 

Diocletian's monetary reform of294 introduced the 
following novelties: 

in ~ilvcr: rtf/!,l'llleu.1 50 former denarii 

in bronze: numm11> (5 m11mma - I former dm,1rim): m1111-

mm i~ bmer known asfo//i.> (a purse tilkd with J ccrt.1in 
number of rnms) 

New monetary system in 4"' c. introduced by Constan­
tine I in 324: 

l solu/11.< - 3 tn·1111lsn) = 15 he<wy (5.45 g) or 18 light 
(5.54 g) milu1rl'mi11 = 40 silttJUtfl' = c. -180 11111111111d 

in gold 

I sv/11/11.1 2 1oni.w.1 = 3 tranisse.1 

in ~ilvcr 

l mi/1111rmi.1 40 jifitJU<l( 

in bronze: 

m1m11111.1 
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